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ill-informed question with questionable intent, and tracing its source 
to a revelation by Isracli Jewish religious authorities. I assure you 
that there has been no such revelation. 

U pon the receipt of the Resolution adopted by the Executive 
of the 0.J.C.I. on 17th May 1961, we cabled back the followings 

" Resolution of Union Orthodox Jewish Congregations of 
May seventeenth based on unfounded misleading infor- 
mation Stop Allegations about Israel Jewish Religious 
Authorities decision vicious and dangerous fabrication 
please correct your misinformation Shalom 

y (Sed) Gotthold Ministry for Religious Affairs. 

In the wake of the commotion there appeared reports about this 
resolution in Israeli newspapers with insinuations in keeping with election= 
year pamiphlateering. Rabbi Ittamar (Wohlgelernter) has given an official 
answer in the "Jerusalem Post", The Director-General of our Ministry, DreS.Ze 
Kahane, has confirmed the indubitably Jewish Status of the Bnai Israel to 
the numerous inquiries directed to him, A delegation consisting of M,K. Rabbi 
M.Nurock,M.Ke Dr. Z,Warhaftig, and Prof.A. Tartakower of the WeJeGe have 
called upon Rabbi Nissim prevailing upon him to agree with the decisions of 
the late Chief Rabbis Uziel and Herzog,and publish an unequivocal statement. 
Rabbi Nissim claims that no such inquiry has been 7g submitted to him yet by 
any representative of the Bnai Israel. He bases his objections also on the 
travelogue reports by Jacob Sapir who, on his various travels met Bnai Israel 
in Aden and Bombay (1859). I recommend thet you examine the evidence as re= 
corded in Sapir's books. 

In the licht of the recent developments, and after consultation 
with our Dr.eKahane,a propose again that you make it possible for Rabbi Aaron 
Shweika to proceed to Bombay angassume the position of spiritual leader for 

all Jews there. 

With best regards 
and Greetings from 4ion, 

a | 

Ratbi Zev Gotthold 
Director of the Department for Contact with the 

Diasporae 
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THE INDIAN BXPRESS 

Bombay, Thursday , May 11, 1961 | = ie 
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Marriage Bar On Indian Jews 

Jerusalem, May 10, ‘ 

Isreeli Jewish religious authorities have revealed that Indien-born Jews, he 
particulerly those from the Bombay region, are not pure Jews and, thore= Be 
fore, cannot marry members of other Jewish communities in Israel, on yi £ € 

The authorities have refused to grent marriage licenses to these a 
‘i evs, basing their ruling mainly on the fact that Beats is no organised — 
Indian Council of Rabbis, ; 

“ | ‘The 7,000-strong Indian Jewish community has formed a 60-nember 
o - Action Committee" to defend ite interests ", They claim that observance 

of the 2,000-year -old Jewish tradition and of Mosaic law justifies their 
claim to be ™ pure Jews ", oh oa 

They also point out thet in 1950 the Grand Rabbi of the European 
Rite, Itzhak Herzog, sent two holy booke of the Thorah to Indian Jews si‘(ét 
ctl] living in the Bombay region, | 

ne _ “How conld a Grand Rabbi send Holy Books to infidels? They as’. The 
i President of the Indian Jewish Comumity in Israel, Prof, Hail Yehezkel, has 

_ tried to calm his outraged fellow—Jows, : a 
"&s a disciple of Mehatm. Gandhi, Toam Z% opposed to all voilent Sen 

methods. " he announced. "We are sure ti-+ Israel doce not wish to sot vp " 
a caste system ", | 
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Tho Indian Jewish commnity lives mainly in tho tome of Jerusalem, — 
Beershebs, Kiryat, Schmone and Nathanya, - AFP, 


