
Me si WA CK mob fw Vytay Ayer ib vk y Sheps 

"GOD, MAN, AND ALL THOSE BAKED GOODS" 

(outline only) 

1. Willi Leave reference to "baked goods" to end; wii? as well as 

other refreshments always come at very end 

2. Circumstances in which theme came into tocus for me--in oan 

pouxm at Plaza in Jerusalem during first air raid alert in Guif 

War Jan. 18, 1991. Was giving 7Iy¥y~ to 3-4 students, ail in gas 

masks. Question: 37393 3PM TA Bwa FINN Br Ww] meres BSI AR, 

Really? Then what are we doing with gas masks on? Why took = for 

anti-missite missiles, etc.? 

Sc: “"S oer tnooah oe Yo Apa mth Sena mt? 7D, 6 So why "seated 

rooms" and Patriots to fight Scuds? Why an army and air force 

altogether? And more: why does David himself say 2077 77> “mem 

manes> enya? 

Briefiy: what part played by God (n7un5  ANawn, miracies, 

destiny, woywrd and what by man (arms. politics, economics, 

science)? Same question not only war, but ali tife...? 

3. Two great ideas contend w each other through aii J. history: 

* mnvom2 = wholly act of God. Man = passive; alli God's show 

* frue, without God, nothing; but faith not substitute for 

human effort. Man may not be playwright, but neither is he 

puppet. Man is an actor in drama of Life; can even write part of 

own script--as tong as God's witli achieved at end of play. 

First = QUIETISM. Human initiative in redeeming self, society, 

worid is act of hubris, defiance of God. 

Second = ACTIVISM. ncowsn mo-nn implies: God wilis that man be 

assertive, active. 

4. Quietism: wuocsisme Foaan aWleasn-- man reaches spirituait apex in 

self-annihifation, wen 7ivea, thus: Ft -— tT"am, (This is secret 

of mauen--adopting new personality requires first annihilation of 

present ego, then fasnion new one: Samo Zp tw" are} Sc, R. 

Bachya: j%nvea superior to nitvonen (hence: work only for enough to 

five that day...) 

Activism: Heard mame of Rav Kook: why open door when welcome 

Elijah at Seder--if he can make ail those appearances, climb 

Stairs, etc., surely can open door himself? Ans.: If you don't 

open the door yourself,Elijah and Messiah will not come!! 



5. Analysis of Consequences: 

* Quietism. Positive: deep piety. Serenity. Realistic view 

human Limitations. Negative: pessimism. Despair. When physician 

says, “it's ail in God's hands"... Paralysis of will. woyoura 

teads to fatalism: no self-help, no resistance to tyranny, etc. 

This is basic ideology of Satmar, xno 77402. 

* Activism. mnivainen based on idea man is partner of God, 

Saadia--n7prs ox means man images divine creativity. S.R. Hirsch 

--nowy? oopem eon owe, "for man to do." R. Leibelte Eger on what 

he tearned in Kotzkr--o°Pres MOR neweIn, Positive consequences: 

attowed us to survive f7"Sn7a FAIIN... and, even more, Wee, Thus, 

ideotogy of Zionism and founding State of Israel. Negative: blind 

to man's marginality. Arrogance. Myth human omnipotence. 

6. Precedents in Jewish History, Thought.(Dr.Joseph Goldschmidt) 

iol Quietism: ot4zm NPIe2, where meswe. .p Iw... ee 73, 

Not even Moses (who thus not mentioned in Haggadah). wre Ixaun mm? 

“PIB T¥ In72 mnpse--God does ail, apparently. 

“ Activism: jJI7% nate under Ezra, Nehemiah. Babylon rather 

than Egypt. Used diplomacy, strategized, organized, exercised 

leadership. mnovoanwn --"or73a;7nme", True, prophets predicted (706 

years earlier), God promised; but activists realized the dream, 

fulfitied the promise. 

So: both have legitimate precedents. 

6. Yet: mistake overdraw boundaries, overstate the case for each. 

* Onty Activism: Secular nationalism, not Judaism! When 

Israeti secularists refer Bibte- is falsification of WF"am! I 

embarrassed after Six Day War, universal enthusiasm, “atwn Wit, 

Israeli generals U.S. debunked: all our planning, courage. on 

min vonn soo one Tt Awy 777 ouIys. Not so arrogant after Yom Kippur 

War. Recently, R. Kaiman Kahana (Poatei Aguda MK) in Knesset: 

Onity time I heard Abba Eban mention God's Name Knesset--when he 

quoted speech by Sadat! 9=f7t FITIS FeID 

* Only Quietism: equally untenable. Proof from ="u7 faulty: 

Was miraculous but not magical. Thus (Dr. Israeli Eidad), God 

brought on noise awy, but first nos delivered by man--Moses: W374 

TUNE ne, e! So: Sea not spiit tiilt Nachshon jumped in. 

Contemporary Hebrew: mv3%wna nzvpr. What of verse GO SF Be? {A 

yaweanmn ones? Answer: Mechilta quotes R. Judah the Prince: is 

not declarative but interrogatory verse... Aliso, on next verse, 
yor 33a Se ART Vee | oPyzn ome, Rashi: Any Ny BRP Aap WS Tre 

Maza BI329N. Beqwews APesna BIN... Instead: s TYAN 2" 3s5 Sre G29 

Jos me oan mnt... 



Hence: need both, should interpenetrate, Egypt and Babylon define 

fimits., 

8. Hence, answer to my first question re: 2952 “™~ etc.: 

Verse end Proverbs, 77nnn mn ‘ooeeaW? ner wan Pans yn apy, 

Question: How reconcile Toran's praise feminine pulchritude 

Rebecca, Rachel, Esther; Rabbis--Eve? (I: don't Know any case 

Torah described yen as beautiful!) w"2 explains: if woman has 

oniy beauty,charm--is 77w and 7an. But if has in addition ew", 

then vennn xen for 7BI75 7A as welt! 

So: They come onfy with s7o3c7 aan, white we come with ‘nm poy 

sacper in addition to sr7oio s asn--and missiles, tanks, etc. Same 

for non wet PIN mS, 

9, Granted both, which has primacy today? Egypt or Babylon modet? 

Each was right in its own time. 

Egyptian model--appropriate young, immature people. In intancy 

spiritualtiy, psychologically, nationally. Hence, needed "magic" 

food--jys. (J.T. Blessing is ocmen 7m anv eeu). 

Babylon Model--appropriate mature people, With j7inwes, emphasized 

nivonwn, So, ps no Longer advisable, therefore stopped as Joshua 

ted them into 7". Mature people want to achieve on own. Saadia 

on why nize, why didn't He create world ali perfect, and answ: 

man not enjoy such worid, needs to accomplish on = own, Today's 

BT>FFB... My own speciat love for ov45> I saved up to buy as Kid 

> those got as gift or bought later on w no difficulty. 

So too: heaith ( :7"2me 55 WRINBA MBIT NII AINVzaIw PMI MV ND TVW 

maono moe moe pa omy) and meainp, My chalienge to Satmar, Neturei 

Karta: why not as quietistic w personal matters aS D375 3 ANID 

as WwW mationat questions of “eiIxnr? (Story: seli raffie for 

Cadittac oid Lady for $1. She refuses: "if woywren win Caddy, will 

do so without raffle...") 

10. Can gather my own orientation (Religious Zionism--generalily). 

Can yield neither j7Inva nor niriInen , Both divine and human 

intersect at almost every point. 

How combine? Intellectually & emotionally--72nv3; practically in 

deed and action--nivranwen, 

AS a mature people--tested both triumph & defeat, glory & 

catastrophe--our challenge is t3yo7.7 7"32n 7xN aT, Act--vigorously, 

well. 

W all its faults, State Israel is only one we have (Wiesel story:



MD to old woman, “tet me see your tongue." “I don't like it.” 

“But doctor, it's the only tongue I have.") 

11. (didn't give for lack of time). Finest Biblical event that 

illustrates concatenation divine and human purposes: JOSEPH STORY 

Each principal acts in complete freedom, autonomy, yet all pieces 

fall! into place to carry out divine design. Thus, Midrash: 730 

FOU? Fy OBN pwa pyoy AeA apy? .qAoor HDA ByPIwwy AN ApPy? 

Sonn Fw oaoN Noa PSY AeA Aap As yan Awysa Poy Ath ATs 

mwa... 

12. Now for the "desert”--"all those baked goods": 

Rav w"octSw years ago at Tiyw in Moriah Cong., teaching 1355, on 

AIIWN ADV.A: es om Ananwaw OF 8 F get only 7tysS ADT 

wew--rather minor “33950m™ n353, whereas ns, anything made of mwrnn 

brats of grain, "all those baked goods," get full treatment of 

complete t"sn52. Why? Ans: 7 species grow mostlyt by selves; man 

only prunes, waters, etc. But 5 grains--man is major actor, 

actively involved in creative process: tends, reaps, grinds, 

pounds, sifts, bakes, etc. And what man contributes of his own 

creativity and sweat of his brow is more deserving of full and 

unabbreviated thanks to n"say7n 3! 

(See my sermon, "Fate or Destiny?- Man's Role in Changing Hisda 

Life", 1/18/70; A-438; A-671; A-753; F-937} 


