
August 8, 1993 

Perek Chapter 5 

(prepared but not delivered at Sackett Lake) 

1. Theme: Loneliness, Aloneness. DnY1I¥A N21 NiAANN AIWwyA2. 

All commentators point out that there are only 9 such ex- 
pressions (n°p¥N “nN°1), whereas our Mishnah mentions 10. Their 
answer: N17 7nNXM °n N°wNIA. This is best explained by the Ramban 
to the very beginning of n°wxNna, that God first created the ‘nin 
°S1°mM, the Greek hyle or unformed matter, from which He then 

created all else W°n BW”, etc. 

However, there is one alternative opinion that is most 
illuminating: 

nie 210 XD DPN TMNT" NIT wy TnNnT 719 'pD ,ata ,3"IT nIaNX 
9725 otNA 

This interpretation places man's social persona in the very 
structure of creation. Man's proclivity and need for companion- 
ship--family, society, community--is inscribed in the nature of 
reality... 

2. O'm7la V"Y INDI DIT WWwy. 

a) Miracles. The 10 items are, by and large, miraculous. 
Placing them in the process of the original creation, albeit at 
the very end, is a rationalistic interpretation worthy of a 
Maimonides! 

b) Transitions. }°?p?tamt AN N91. The late R. Jos. Look- 
stein's interpretation--that in times of transition all the 
demons have free rein.. 

c) Burying Moses. 7en Yw intiapi. The wep is unexceptional: 
since no one knew his burial place (the language of this Mishnah 
is identical with the Scriptural verse), someone must have pre- 
pared it for him, and that was God who--again to blunt the over- 
tly supernatural nature of miracles--created it at the end of the 
original Six Days. However, one can (at least homiletically) 
offer another explanation. Note that both the Torah and the 
Mishnah use the word 1n 7123p, when the exact word for burial-place 
is 2p. Hence, it is not the 2p but the AIIAp that is signifi- 
cant: like the }°?p°tm (see above), in times of transition people 
act in a manner that is equivalent to burying Moses, i.e., de- 
stroying his teachings... 

a) Technology. '°1@y na¥2l na¥ AN N01. T.e., the original



“tongs. This is a speculation about the origins of tool-making or 

technology itself. The Sages had a highly appreciative view of 

the original tool-makers (as do modern anthropologists) and 
attributed this talent (the original "tongs") and hence the 
origins of technology itself, to the original creation of the 
world. Thus, technology is as old or older than the human race; 

it derives from the transition between the creation by God alone, 

and the creativity that homo sapiens undertakes upon the given 

world. 

3. Friendship. nanx 17 72972 '9°9%n ma°NwI...9aTa '9°70%Ne AanN YD 
1n317°1 731i. We normally take the expression "a2 '°°1%n" as a 

generalized reference to any ulterior motive. However, in this 
particular context 12% refers to sexual interests ( 127 125" 

..."n1°9ym), and therefore the love of David and Jonathan is 

clearly non-sexual in nature. Thus, the error in the calumny by 

Shulamith Aloni (or was it Yael Dayan?) asserting that Scripture 
approves of the homosexual relationship of David and Jonathan 

(yItnID.! nopyi!).


