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SECOND SEMESTER 

R.BACHYA IBN PAKUDAH AND HIS CHOVOT HA-LEVAVOT 
_ 
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Ie Biographical Material 

*llth century: marks end Asiatic (Babylon)period Jewish history, beginning 

Europeane Bachya is the first Spanish Jewish thinker. 
(<< On Wee * youn vm 

yn US *Few bihographic details. Know only that he was a Spaniard, and a Dayan. Niunks Cae \) 

But from his book, can divine that: lonely person, probably no wife, children, 

Paredey ‘ Ac li> Jravie S nw Ve¥ 

ass sv aK Son wi! Ww Lav yk) Pessimistic, as was contemporary Ibn Gabirol ( 

*Educational Background: in addition to Bible & Talmd (as Dayan he musth ave been 

very well informed on these) we detect knowledge of classical philosophy, science, 

mathematics. 

*Attitudes:With Saadia, accepts 3-fold source of Judaism (Revelation, Tradition, 

a Reason) with great emphasis on the rational. Initiates the ethical movement in 

Jewish thought, which centers about Love of G-d (to which love of manis secondary 

and from which it derives). Prior to Love of G-d comes Knowledge of G=d (this 
( ieee first mst have proper idea of G-d, then strive for goal:love; 

13'S *——-geceptéd Later by Maimonides }/and a spiritual aristocracy holding that chosen few 
> > 

were superior to masses; yet love for despised masses — the chosen mst raise theme 

Also: ascetic bendency, despising all material pleasures, even action as such, 

in favor of "duties of the heart". 

IIe The "Chovot ha—Levavot." 

*Published: about 100 in Arabic. 

*Is a systematic analysis of religious duties devolving upon heart and conscience, 

as opposed to action-laws (Chovot ha~Evarim). The dichotomy is an original contributi 

*The book is both scientific analysis and poetic essay, a visionof man's redemption 

from sensuality. 

*Divisiono f book: 

1. 31p'} 970 — the existence and glory of Gd. 

26 VIN Y& = the recognition of G-d's wisdom & grace as reflected in his creat 



? 

Ie mir an 0 aoe resisting sensual temptations which lead man astray from G—d, | 

~19= 

30 er pte A3\14 9V& — establishing a proper relationship with G-d. 

he (nGud >¥4 - faith and confidence in G-d. 

Senn JIN 24% - directing all thoughts and actions to G-de 

be Who 114% appreciating the weakness & inadequacy of man before G—de 

Te neztCnr ne. the return to G-d after leaving Him. | 

8. 2a\> {' Up ¥€ - constant introspection on man's duties to G-de 

10% “AD (c v2 = the goal of all: the love of Ged. 

In class, read from Bachya's Hakdamah , paragraphs { 2——- 3-3 

(Lewin-Epstien edition, Jerusalem 1948, lines 7-120, ppe 11-13) 
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