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The essence of Judaism is the name bXw° or
Jew. This is what Isaiah says: ,*3X '7%2 nx> 71
"One shall say, I am the Lord's and another
shall call himself by the name of
Jacob" 312° Yxaw° Bwalr... "and designate
himself by the name of Israel" (Isa. 44:5) .
This means that a Jew who has no greater
distinction than this, that he calls himself a

Jew--that is enough.

We find in the Talmud that 1°2 9°°3inN1v 93
MBI, a non-Jew who was converted
amongst Goyyim (and thus failed to observe
the commandments), later has to bring a nXun
for eating non-kosher food, drinking blood,
violating Shabbat, and bowing to idols
(Shabbat 68Db). Obviously, he was unaware that
these things are forbidden--even Shabbat and
idolatry; thus he knew nothing at all about
Torah. In what way, then, is he considered a
Jew so that nxwvnm a°°n for these infractions?
Obviously, it is because he calls himself a
Jew!
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Thus we may understand as well why the law
requiring martyrdom (92aw* »X1 371°) applies to
one who converts to Islam, even though that
religion prohibits idol worship, immorality,
and the shedding of blood... So: abandoning
the name (or: identity) of "Jew" alone, is
considered as serious as the violation of all
the other commandments of the Torah, including
the three most heinous of all sins, namely,
idolatry, immorality, and murder...

So too, [our ancestors] once worshipped idols
but they never denied they were Jews [and so
they remained Jews indeed]. _ ?~155\A?\3



