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“ORTHODOXY AND THE REST OF THE WORLD” 

An Alternative to Buzz Words and Fuzzy Concepts 

I. Introduction: 

I’ll not comment on specific “cases” described in your brochure and which you’ve 

discussed earlier today. Rather, I want to make some observations on the general 

background of our inter-communal relationships--or the lack of them--and show how 

often--too often!--we substitute cliches for meaningful terms, and that our penchant for 

cliches clouds our minds and yields to passion instead of reason. Buzz words reign 
supreme, and the fuzzier they are, the more influential they become. Semantic confusion 

leads to silliness profusion--and worse...to ideological delusion. 

I. Significance of Words: 

before and after D’NW... purify lips... 
mN1n 13TN 7n9wW1 VIN 731W7 14)...7N77N T737 791 NNN *ng9w ‘7 

Rambam: whole first chapter of Guide... So: Examples... 

ll. Buzz Words: 

A. Segregation: The bane of the early Day School movement... Wrong, but...Ludwig 
Lewisohn: se-greg=out of flock...(So: discrimination)... 

B. Judgmental: Prof. David Gelerenter, in his Drawing Life: before 1960’s, word never 
pejorative, now rarely used otherwise...” A society whose citizens were not 

judgmental would be a society without justice.” 

C. Tolerance: I’ve been arguing for tolerance for long time--CJHV concentrating on 
tolerance --but that’s for us Orthodox, who have been excessively intolerant... 

But Gelerenter: “Transcendental tolerance “--you can tell quality of a society by 

what it does/does not tolerate... Tolerance should never “trump the principles of 

justice and common decency”...In attacking the arrogance of the intellectual 
class--editors, journalists, academicians--, Gelerenter says: “In their world, 

tolerance is a cardinal virtue. In fact, it comes pretty close to being the only 

virtue.” In other words, it’s a buzz word. And a fuzzy one at that 

yomiyun | ,supd--9/23/97 



D. Pluralism: 

* w egalitarianism--the new catechism of Reform/Conservative--replacing DNW and 

NnNATN Nw... 

* what they mean by it: form of relativism ... 

* is there any value to Pluralism? Yes: political...racial...halakhic....religious (in 

sense of civility/tolerance/freedom of worship) 

* is not only way of wrangling legitimacy from State of Israel and even 

Orthodoxy, but also: subtle legitimization of contemporary societal mores-- 
with all their permissiveness, hedonism, materialism, licentiousness--all this 

sanctified as “pluralism.” 

* This is probably more grievous sin than the political/economic pressure to 

force recognition as a legitimate Jewish-religious expression. Zeide-- 
WR ANN 90D 121 PY 0777 NA DNVIPW NR 1W1N1--0718) 19 

DWN 179 1227 IWR VAW IW’ ANION 1& NWA 1& WR DIA W" 19 DNNYD 

119 W170 D332 W719 DAN DA WRN 1ay7 N37? wWP?x ‘n DvN 

D771 WX. 

E. Recognition-I: 

* First--consider how damaging and misleading is the non-Orthodox use of 
the term: they have convinced the world that when we do not “recognize” their 
rabbis as authentic 07?019\072 that we are refusing to recognize all non- 

Orthodox as Jews!! 

* But more important for us: This is our buzz word, and is it fuzzy! 

* of course it is meaningful...can never recognize anti-halakhic “streams” as 

legitimate exponents Judaism. ... Would never daven in Reform Temple, and 

have never done so in Conservative temple either... other examples... 

* But can be horrendously overdone. Heard of one of our Musmakhim who 
refused pay sick call on Conservative rabbi in hospital; with heart-attack because 

of “recognition”... 

* There are no absolutes in matters of public policy! When “recognition” comes 

into conflict with concept and needs of 7?87W" 773, then the needs of the total 

community trump the fear of recognition... 
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* Gerer Rebbe: 0718) DN precedes 121WNN NwW19. Why? To teach that you can’t 

begin to talk about 121WN unless you already feel for the totality of 2?R1W" 773 
which includes 03702W 037W&1 0I"P?& ‘0 39? DI? 017 DANI) ONR 

QoNN W7INN A7P3A WW 7111 IW) DI9V 7RIW" WX 73 DI 71VW1 0I7/PT 

VTNN AW TD PSv.... 

F. Recognition-H: Further thoughts-- 

Orthodoxy, now caught in the terrible vise between full loyalty to Halakha and the 
specter of total disintegration of 781W" 773 must and can take certain steps to find way 

out of dilemma. Where possible, must opt for a T1D°T1 when a 17°NND? proves 
destructive to the wholeness of 787" 779. 

Let me give two such examples of where the Halakha permits T1)°T2 instead of insisting 

upon 17°1NJ?. The first concerns the Kashrut of a Sefer Torah: 

W2W X2X,47? PIN W2W) FTA WN Nw ANd? a? NVM wnn na AIAN 17 ANT (.7 MnIn) 

qT? pin O°nNw1 YT 71NA 

N32 72 XVNIW N”0N 7V NPRW WAI :a8 N70 (071NI) DPV) 2 P7N JWI NNN 

AVN onya? DA ,AINW NI 1w AVAW NA 171T2_NANN NVM W7W 47? pIN VANIIW Mnipn 

won na arn 79x N"0N NANI) 119W ,TAV*TI TPN? PART ANI 702 NP? 1W 7k won na 

£07213 777 &? WAP X71 21ND? X? 11W72 12N3 DNA NA 731 ‘NANT .2N3D* x? v"37T 

9X 12 Np? 7VIN W777 DA? .... 7D IND? &7 17°NNI7W 2p 1910X XPITT Down 

W719T 17 81 P19 ANV RIV ATS .TAD7*T ND IT NAT NR 0719 WN NVI NNR OWI 

099 17 773 12 VIP? &? DRI" .WR7 270 1049 DWN IN WR IAN N”"9 nN 

Now, Zohar teaches that 817 TN XN771X1 7R1W", so the people of Israel constitute, at the 

very least, a 171N 19D, and just as in the latter we are permitted to turn a T1D"T2 into a 

17°nNJ? so as not to defame a 171N 190, even though some of its words are 1T? P1NN, so 

when it comes to our people we are permitted to accept those who are 11? P1nN --who 

deviate from the norms--even though ideally they are only in the category of TID"TI. 
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The second example if from the laws relating to the “chained woman,” the 1314D: 

999 NITY DW 772 ANN 7k NN? 1PN_ 2") “7 NVNRIP--"P 70 A"N APY? Maw N”1W 

pon) NV oN? PRwW DNA ‘2VIW 114 11772 aNIwW 173 117371 "nn jn w?7vNwW n”9? pn7unA 

31M RADY wW”"71 NAVT WIR W"? DNR NWR 0”?2RW ON AV R*DP FT INA ‘Wen “9 NNT V"WA 

N2NNI7 N71 ‘NOR NWX 0”72RW “7M 17 MAT AA NW WR 7 WR A"Y DW 131 &? “7NNID? PR TAy"T 

117317 ANY 73°72: 1N1AN3 TY) X? DAN The OP0I9N 73 NNIVA 1) NIN JV PIN XN? 170) 78 7AR 

‘DNA I’) D NVI ANI 077NAI O7WA7 0770193 WAN 12317 ANN TAV*7T3 VT? 1W73TT 

D’D ‘2 ‘NAN AVN N19 NNwND p”p? N70 NTN *PVID XII I ANR A "T&D AT WNIT A” TN? 

23 D”R1 23) WT WT 779I7: N72 WINNIW 113d PNTN NWA 7"N “TPT 1”? 773: WV NON NANA xX”P 

171 plan? PT 2VI? Dipn 77k1 N7NNI? 17279R PNT NVWA PwNN T1ay*7T32 WNnw nn 

Xn DWN 72k ,77NNI? 0”2RWN DNIN NVR 1”9N1 PNT NVW AWN XNNNT 71 73 X71 

an NAwWNA xX”? PD 1”7 ND PPINN NPN 1903 NTN? Ww1an3 WT" PIA WIT 273 RIAN XX? 

PR WI? 19177 PRW DPT AWR 79 NNW NVA 73 VR 1147VIA DA 73 7”"N 14n3w 7”n yn70 

NTI TW 1W1IW2W DANK NIT AV PIRNW 7971 VII WN AT AV WIND? 2PN? 77718 

19 WIN? W? RWIN? RIT AT?? AUVH 7970 O'NY971 ON 7V RWIN? 7291N WR ANP 

pn AT OAINR NITY “yD AW av? 19NN PR TN 713TD 7P7) X? ORT VI MIN? RXxn 

W? DINK NITY? DPN 7X1 07W2 197 WY XN 1379970 11732 3”R 7”3V PNT NW 

XT kVA 2D P9P9? RI N2NNI? NINN? 71nv? 

By analogy, we are nationally--throughout the world--in the state of 7NTN NvWA, of true 

emergency. And if we refrain from treating the T1D"T1 as a 17°11NJ7, we will bear the 

responsibility of, 1”N, an irreparable breach in the unity of Israel for generations without 

end. In effect, there will be two parts of the people of Israel who will treat each other as 
permanent 11)14D--similar, friendly, indistinguishable from each other, but unable to marry 

each other--forever...and therefore in a perpetual state of alienation, hostility, and hatred. 

So, Orthodox leadership must give way on the 17°1N3? in order to preserve the primacy 
of both the Halakha and the integrity of 287" 773. And at the same time, we must drive 

and drive hard to exact from the non-Orthodox that they do no less than we in sacrificing 
for 7&1W" 773 by yielding on their rabbinic autonomy, denominational equality, or 
institutional pride--all for the sake of future interrelations of our people and 7D 0170 

PRI. 
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