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1. Rashi - apparently had recently received two Mss of Avot de’R. Natan. Eretz Israel:
because he’ll reveal to her his argument with friend, she’ll get excited and battle w
friend’s wife... French: wife is 7171 and thus intimacy. No mention if erotic consequences.
Maimonides and almost all others do.

2. Abarbanel: passage in context w previous idea, thus: don’t tell wife you’re having
company because she’ll find excuses etc. Charming, but how explain last part -- '
1N NYUNA

3. Talmud (Eruvin 53b) Beruria meets R. Yosi the Gallilean. He says 795 793 797 nvxa
anmd she calls him a Gallilean fool because didn’t he know what Sages said about
talking to a woman etc., he should have said merely 7955 nvxa. Usual interp. Someone
said: on contrary, she was being cynical about the out-down on women...(may reveal her
status as a Roman matron.)

My Interpretation. Definitions of categories (i.e., rich, wise, strong, honorable) in
Avot IV are surprisingly ignored by radically different definitions in Kid. 49b.
Answer of R. Baruch Epstein (in his 99XV 7112) — there, common standard; here —
higher standard, for elite. This supports principle by Abarbanel in his commentary to
Avot, namely, that it is directed to 07 and other spiritual elite. Thus the 3 things
taught by Anshei Knesset Hagedolah all prove that the intended audience is the
Jjudges, even Sanhedrin. Hence, the Y N3N DX admonition is specifically
directed to that elite. Proof: the rationale offered by Mishnah itself: >3271n 5012y

M n—nhardly true for the masses for whom 1710 510221 in its strictest formulation is
hardly a novelty.
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