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I wes delighted to hear last night from our revered Chief Rabbi’Jthat
Anglo-Jewry may look forward to welcoming you in its midst next month D,
As it is I hed already decided some time ago to epproach you in the following
matter. I am enclosing copy of an essay on pp9uwh) »I?W® 1 have recently written
at the request of the Rabbinate of the Federation of Synagogues. It will be
published in the forthcoming no9 Issue of their Journal yas,?. Even before
looking at the Bibliography et the end, you are sure to notice while reading
that in a number of points I have based myself on your "Hedge of Roses".
Whoever has time to peruse the whole of the latter book obviously needs no
further persuasion, but most young couples in this country prefer shorter
pamphlets, such as the one which I am also enclosing. A few slightly different
ones are distributed by other bodies but I am not aware that any one of them
delves deeper into the matter. Thus my question to you is whether my modest
attempt would be an improvement in the existing position. If you think so, I
could have it reprinted as a pamphlet and add the necessary practical instructions.
I have asked the printers of the ebovementioned Journal to keep the lead type of
my essay intact until further notice, which however must not be delayed too long.
If you rather think leave matters well alone, kindly do not hesitate to say so.
On the other hand if you consider it worthwhile for my essey to assume a more
permanent shape as a booklet, I am just wondering whether you might find it
possible to ask, say, a psychologist,a sociologist and/or a gynaecologist amongst
your colleagues of Yeshivah University to add their comments which I would want
to include even when critical in detail,as I am sure they will be yprovided they
contribute to our common aim of strengthening,7a9v h7) »)7 ©which egaln they will*
no doubt do. I am greatly looking forward to hearing your kind reaction to all
this.

I Jjust realised I have not congratulated you yet on your appointment
to occupy the Erna Michael Chair for Jewish Bducation. I have no doubt your
contribution to Jewish Education will be la stmg. /\,\,,(v Y 6}/ 227) n&x &

Incidentally, Mr. Jacob Mlchael'sklate féthe? was a first cousin of my late Vother:by



Whatever your response you need not return the enclosures.

IS eshine »nd 211 vours 3 \V 2 h
: :J_..,Jl;l,li‘. you 1.m, yours L)n L_)\L.s o 75///” >0 /J
I conclude with au revoir in health and heppiness, 4
N X
Yours very sincerely,
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- Tohareth ha~iishoschoh - Ymadly Purity is the insurance of Jowish survival
mmanmumuMWumne
its most besic precepts. It needs no apologis, its slmost 4,000 years of being
minutely cbserved spesk for themselves in having produced o liation whose sheer
physicel prowess has once more astounded Wenkind less then/E yeor agoe Mut it is
nevertheless advissble, especially in o Journsl sddvessing itself to a lesrned
readershdp, cccasionally to sum up some earlier as well as wp to date results of the
thinking thet hes beem devoted by responsible Jewish lLeeders to eaily Furity end
its physical and spirdtusl implicatious. Socisl anthropologists would be the last
to deny thet the inferior status of women os chatiols without rights of their owm
originated from the fact tiat during their menstrusl end child-bearing periods they
mntdy.ﬂth“hﬁ“ormm-‘tht“m
speeial protection whish thus roluces the susber of evallsble defenders. These
seriade aove often Ss Aot extell & siets of clesw inliapoct tion/ ek sscecel Sl
extra core if not aotusl mursing st all times. Primitive male soclely 24, there-

fore exsct femele subjection im- nnd cutside marringe as the price for protecting

wonmen in their state of periodie inespacity. (ur ssoved Torah by forbldding any
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kind of contact between wife snd husbend during menstruation and after confinement
hes slvesdy et the dewn of History rescundingly condemned this bestiel if not
,-uummm-nmm ushbond end wife may unite only when they are on
a Jevel of full equality, when no noticesble twrmce of femgle woskness cen be
‘unno—-uccmvmummmu is there any other
m“mm'—n-um»mm ¥on were so to spesk never
permitted to have sensory expericnce of the gymptoms of women's dependence. [msbend
end wife sust face esch other as eguels or not ot oll. It follows quite maturelly
thot contact with prognent women, Wi elthough of lindted mobility are looked wp to as
mumnwwmmmumm
another genevetion, is Mully permisaidle., liore we hove one forceful message brought
home by the observance of Vamily Furity. low lot us consider emother.

fenstruatdon is coused by the Alsintegretion of o non-fartilised owm which
had not besn given o chence to develop. Thus it is o mymptem of & loss of potentiel
1ife, ¥o knov that the owvum by its decay effects the wicle organism of the women
who carries it causing discomfort, fatigue and toxie effvets spreading to her environ-

nent, The loas of motherhood as manifested in menstruntion nakes o womsn a2

the of
comgufforer whose vitelity has been lowsred, MQWNM
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deathdlow, contrary to its Natureecrisined purpose - reproduction, It has to
struggle hard to regain 1ts balence and ability to produce life. Ia short the
womon is as much a victin of nonefertilisation as the omm she lost, lone
fertilisation cen be due only to the total lack of intercourse or to its lack of
success in fertilising, How would it not be sbsolute mockery to have intercourse
with o vomen shen still e victim of menstrustion, thus cither trylng to make smends
for an oslssion at o time when it can do mo good but only hemm or repeeting an ee$,
m-u-uuu‘tuu-umumun“'-mm
at & time vhen 1t cannot but be cospletelr ineffentive? Is it wot 24ding insult %o
injury meking a women experience in ber distress vhat aight have prevented it dut
failed or comes too late to do 50 and will certeinly fall now and possidly worse.
So much for the cuestion why intercourse with » menstruating woman has been
pronovnced dmpure by the Torsh. It 1s es we have just seen not only impure but
decidedly sadistic. Is the periodic intimate suffering of women given sueh con-
siderotion snywhere besides Judeimm? /11 this 1z wvelid quite spert from the melle
Inowm physieal ill-effucts of intercourse during menstrustion which in uore dotail

2ry be culled from say text book of Mnoecclogy.
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Ye now turn to the procedure without which wife end hushend must never aske
oontact - totsl immersion in o kesher Migweh, Ieot us doel vith total immevsion firet,
Ye have already mentionod thet o women's deceying ovum produces visidble toxio effucts
far beyond hor person. Thus it has deen ssserted in explenation of such effeots thet
& Xind of fl» or layer of chsrged atmogsphere encompasses s menstruating women all
round, mmmmv«ummﬁmumwuu
of menstruation snd thms she exudes toxle mys °F perticles. It has, for instence,
been freruently noticed in corroboration that fiweh flowers hended to » women 4n this
munwmm Psythicg short of totel immersion would only meke
this leyer of toxie character concentrate and intensify on the parts of her body
surfeoe vhich hove not beon 1sclated from contect with the eimosphere. Smells
attocking to objects recot asinllerly unless the latter ere fully submerged oll st
onoe. mmmu.-—uﬂwum—-m«-m
Maplace the toxle layer sround her end loave hoy thoroughly purified. hen the
wonen i3 ready and free %o profuce new life once more anything prejudieisl to its

optimum growth which she could re-sbsord must be kmown to heve been radicelly

elirdnated,




5e

A kasher Mqveh containing naturally scoumulated and untouched rein - or
springweter - is however as vitally important for the renewsl of purity as the act
of totel immersion. en is crested by three partuers, the Almighty end his pavents
(tiddushin, 30b)e This fact must becone flmly bedded 1, the parents' experience
i we expeot them as wo do to pay thelr third but major Fertuer His full tridbute.
The original Creation emerged from primewvel weter over uhich the Spirit of the
Moighty hovereds Thus » womsn, the guardion and nurturing soll of new life, must
completely cmerge fyom water as near 1ts primeval condition as possible in order to
S5k ool pbeiate Beb what e et dn e b NE S0 il & Gwinh painet o0
was the original Creation, In o wny even her own life has been taken awey frem hew
for = brief moment by divine command when she fully submerges but is given bask to
her by our Creator's will, together with her reproductive capacity, which has deen 4
suspense, as new the very moment she dutlfully re-cmerges purified from the water
under whidch she oould not have stopped alive for any length of time. (A Gentile who
MMM““M“_&MM“.
kasher Miqveh, From the moment of his conversion onwards he is legally consldered

2 new person different from his former self, [ils forwer life has sinilerly been
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handed Back to its Crestor snd e new one hes deen piven to Rhim ou his re-smergence
mmnmumumcmmmmﬂ.'mmmwnhh
fertilisation 13 conseoreted n5 » nenifestation of the overt exercise of crestive
Mvine power, "he B'rachah snld over immersion now needs me further scoounting for,
fven physieally the near primeval weter of a Wigweh hos beneficial, posaidly radlice
setive powers vhich any other water leoks. TIn annlogy hesling spe waters cre most
effective vhen taken steniht fron thelr source. Patienfs often trave)l thousends of
mles to Arink meh wters ot thelr very souree slthoush most of them sre obtninsble
botfled from the chenist round the corner, Mt pedoally they are considered to be
elmost non-effective, though chemicnl snelysis connot detect eny change in them,
Seience 1s not all thet omniscient] The Torsh wents a2 potantisl mother to have
bosides sbove spiritusl slso the grestest possidle physical benefit from her
mmmuwmu«mmmem"

T8, therefore, shoclutely ineists on untouched rnin « or spriagwater, which 1s sble

eonfer 1tz ourntive qualitdes olso to other weter soming into closest contect with 4¢

within the layout of g kasher Migveh, Only the l:tter Imparts to a1l 1%s components

used for imsersion the Aivine vitality inhorent in nature in its originel states
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The Laws of Femily Purity thus prowve, if nothing else, thet our scored Mv!
Toreh 4s dodicated to 14fe at 1ts dest and purest, “hoever foolishly cnough &
thom cen only be 2 loser, If he or she were to renlise that in sddition they
thresteon the heslthy survivel of cur Nation, they mey heve second thoughts sbout their
indifference. Surely nelther would 1ike %o act as one vwho I1s frying € dore a hole
into the Imll of an coesn liner and vhen cought and Solen to task, responis: M I not
Soing 1% only %o my own osbin? e sve a1l in the sme bont end the 1deal conditlons
for evesting incipient 14f0 whose schiewament hes sweserwo? ns in fal) vicour for neny
thousends of yeers th.G. cemnot dut sleo in ¢11 fubure Be vitally henefieisl, nay,
m.u'hWMQof@Mﬁmh'lmm Their
noxinun vishility is mdovdtodly o1l parents® persmount consern. Ty Joyally ¢
fredly Purity they render themselves, thelr of'fupring »nd tholr fation the most

enlirhtoned aserviocel

Bibliogeephy: “The Goldon Chein” by Fobbi “imon Beumberge. Londan 1929,
4 clessic belly requiring c but slightly edapted re-issue for ouwr
contemporaries,
"A Holdge of Noses” by Reddi Professor Normes Lemm. New York 1966,

fn up to date Phdlosophy of Jewish Herrisge.



