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LETCHWORTH HEBREW CONGREGATION 

aan WYVENHOE, 

ANNI" WN 22, SOLLERSHOTT WEST, 

O. FEUCHTWANGER LETCHWORTH, HERTS. 

Rabbi 

Rabbi Prof. Norman Lamm, 
131 West 86th Street, 
NEW YORK CITY, 
NEW YORK, 
U.S.A. 

Dear Colleague Professor Lamn, ace Se 

uUu 

I was delighted to hear last night from our revered Chief Rabbi’)that 
Anglo-Jewry may look forward to welcoming you in its midst next month D,. 

As it is I had already decided some time ago to approach you in the following 
matter. I am enclosing copy of an essay 0n jodv4/) WIJUI have recently written 
at the request of the Rabbinate of the Federation of Synagogues. It will be 

published in the forthcoming noOIssue of their Journal 3/4,?. Even before 

looking at the Bibliography at the end, you are sure to notice while reading 
that in a number of points I have based myself on your "Hedge of Roses". 
Whoever has time to peruse the whole of the latter book obviously needs no 
further persuasion, but most young couples in this country prefer shorter 
pemphlets, such as the one which I am also enclosing. A few slightly different 
ones are distributed by other bodies but I am not aware that any one of them 
delves deeper into the matter. Thus my question to you is whether my modest 
attempt would be an improvement in the existing position. If you think so, I 
could have it reprinted as a pamphlet and add the necessary practical instructions. 
I have asked the printers of the abovementioned Journal to keep the lead type of 
my essay intact until further notice, which however must not be delayed too long. 
If you rather think leave matters well alone, kindly do not hesitate to say so. 
On the other hand if you consider it worthwhile for my essay to assume a more 
permanent shape as a booklet, I am just wondering whether you might find it 
possible to ask, say, a psychologist,a sociologist and/or a gynaecologist amongst 
your colleagues of Yeshivah University to add their comments which I would want 
to include even when critical in detail,as I am sure they will be provided they 
contribute to our common aim of strengthening ,7a9vb/) »)7) O which coadn they will’ 
no doubt do. I am greatly looking forward to hearing your kind reaction to all 
this. 

I just realised I have not congratulated you yet on your appointment 
to occupy the Erna Michael Chair for Jewish Bducation. I have no doubt your 
contribution to Jewish Education will be la sting. io JIT 4 22) n 4k 2 

Incidentally, Mr. Jacob Michael'svlate father was ea first cousin of my late Mother. >”
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3. 

denthbiow, contrary to its leture-crdsined purpose ~ reproduction. It has to 

struggle hard to regain ite balence end ability to produce life. In short the 

women is as much a victin of nonefertilisation as the ovm she lost. liom 

fertilisation cen be due only to the total lack of intersourse or to its lack of 

suceess in fertilising. Wow would it not be sbsolute mockery to have intercourse 

with « women shen still e victim of menstruation, thus cither trying to make amends 

for en omission at o time when it can do no good but only herm or repesting an act, 

which even et the right time mas unsble to prevent the wouan's present predisatent, 

at a time when it cannot but be corpletely ineffentivwe? Is it uot s4ding insult to 

injury meking a women experience in ber distress what aight have prevented it but 

failed or comes too Inte to do so and will certainly fail now and possibly worse. 

So much for the question why intercourse with « menstruating women has been 

pronovnee’ impure by the torch. It is es we have just seen not only impure but 

tecidedly sadistic. Is the periodic intimate suffering of women given such com 

sideration anywhere besides Judeim? 11 this is valid quite apart from the well- 

mom physical ill-effects of intercourse during menstruation which in wore dctail 

acy be culled from say text book of Muncoology. 
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