SIVA T,

L

-

¢

LD ML TYYery,
VErusaLEM - LNLLTNY

Umversitt

HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG
Honorary President

HON. NATHANIEL L. GOLDSTEIN
President

SAMUEL ROTHBERG
Chairman of the Board

PROF. MILTON HANDLER
Chairman, Executive Committee

HON. LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL
Chairman, Hebrew University
Board of Governors

DAVID BOROWITZ
LOUIS H. BOYAR
SAMUEL H. DAROFF
SUNDEL DONIGER
DR. LOUIS FREEDMAN
SAMUEL N. KATZIN
JACK S. POPICK
JAMES ROSS
DR. ALBERT B. SABIN
DR. HENRY SONNEBORN 111
DR. DAVID WECHSLER
WILLIAM WISHNICK
PHILIP ZINMAN

Vice Presidents

PHILIP W. LOWN

JAMES MARSHALL

LEONARD RATNER

CHARLES J. ROSENBLOOM

BENJAMIN H. SWIG
Honorary Vice Presidents

PROFESSOR SALO W. BARON

HON. DAVID DIAMOND

SAMUEL A. FRYER

MAX HIRSCH

JAMES MARSHALL

DR. SELMAN A. WAKSMAN
Honorary Board

JOSEPH M. MAZER
Treasurer

IRVING WARSHAW
Associate Treasurer

LEONARD |. SHANKMAN
Secretary

BENJAMIN P. GOLDMAN
Associate Secretary

LIONEL R. BAUMAN
Chairman, Society of the Founders

HON. JACOB K. JAVITS
Chairman, Advisory Board

PROF. JOSEPH KAPLAN
Chairman, Academic Council

MRS. ABRAHAM F. WECHSLER
Chairman, Society of the Book

SEYMOUR FISHMAN
Executive Vice President

*FELIX M. WARBURG
*DR. A. S. W. ROSENBACH
*DR. ISRAEL S. WECHSLER
DR. GEORGE S. WISE
DANIEL G. ROSS
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK
*PHILIP G. WHITMAN
LIONEL R. BAUMAN

Past Presidents

*Deceased

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY HOUSE +« 11 EAST 69th STREET e« NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

YUKON 8-8400

February 2, 1967

Rabbi Norman Lamm
The Jewish Center
131 west 86th Street
New York, N. Y.

Dear Rabbi Lamm:

It was a pleasure to have had the opportunity of meeting
you the other day together with our good friend Mr.
Jakob Michael. I appreciated the great understanding
you showed for the work of the Hebrew University. I
hope that I will have an opportunity of discussing other
aspects of the University's work with you in the not too
distant future.

May I repeat what I said to you when we met with reference
to the publicity which has been given to the program for
Canon Law at the Hebrew University. The first thing I
would like to make clear is what the Rector of the Hebrew
University stated categorically last week, namely that
there will be no chair in Canon Law at the Hebrew
University. He further added that all academic programs
at the Hebrew University, whether of teaching or research,
cannot be decided upon by outside bodies but only by the
faculties concerned and subsequently these decisions must
be approved by the Senate and the Board of Governors.

All that has been agreed to by the University is that a
Visiting Lectureship in Canon Law is to be set up. From
time to time, outstanding experts in this field will be
invited to deliver lectures in Jerusalem on aspects of
this subject. There will be no regular course for students
or others. The University has several similar lecture-
ships such as the Samuel Paley Lectures in American
Culture and Civilization, and the Lionel Cohen lectureship
in Law. These visiting lectureships provide a very

useful addition to the regular curricula of the University
enabling us to bring outstanding figures to Jerusalem
periodically.
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A very important point which seems to have been confused
due to some of the statements in various newspapers is
on the nature of Canon Law. This is a specifically legal
subject and is not concerned with the teaching of
Catholicism as such. This is a discipline which belongs
within the field of legal studies. It should be borne
in mind, incidentally, that marriage, inheritance and
other matters of personal law of the Catholic citizens
of Israel are officially governed by Canon Law just as
Rabbinic law governs the same areas for the Jewish
citizens.

I am sure that the knowledge of the above facts will
remove the apprehension which I gather has been expressed
by certain good friends.

May I add another important thought which I raised with
you the other day. I think that it would be a very fine
thing if one of our Jewish organizations or a group of
friends were to undertake the endowment of one of the
chairs at the University in Jewish Law or in Talmud to
honor an outstanding rabbinical figure.

Sihcerely yours, Al
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