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“The last of the three~fold bldesing of the Kohanim is Shalom or Peace. While
the first two ave generalised blessings and open to a vardety of interpretations,
this last blessing ed-Pesse is spocific: Peace., It is the climax, the final word,
the "vessel that comtains other blassings.?

Indeed Shalom is the greatset of all blessings. Thati s why our Sages regarded
it as one of the Bhree pillars of the world, That i » why Jews greet each other and
bid farewll to each other with this word on their lips. That is why the ways of the
Torah are called the ways of Peace and why the highest visions of all the Prophets of
Israel wes-e-wishen were visions of universal Shalom.

Yet in our day the word has become all but meaningless. "Pesce" is often a
mockery, the mask of hypoerites and the tool of Machiavellians, Diplomats telk of 4%
but do not mean ite States behind the Ivon Curtain are ammed to the teeth and boldly
call themselves "peace-loving." In the West, the man who passionately proposes peace
mgy be suspect of Communiem,

Whythis degradation of so noble an idea? Why this fall of Peace? Why is it no
longer recognized as a blessing?

The answer, I suggest, lies in the definition of the whele concepte, As we moderns
currently use the temm, it is a negative, externalized, social sbstraction., It means
mevely the ahsence of war and battle, It relates to the physieal and military conditiens
between two opposing camps. It bas po veality of its own, no independent existence.

It speaks of a social relationship, not an huner equilibriume

However, the Jewish definition of Peace is far differente In Judaism, Shalom is
a positive idea, it speaks of an imer state as wellas an external situation, It has
ana:ﬂ.mmdmutyquiwitam,beminiﬁscsamitiamtuaya
social but an inner, personal phenomenon.

The great Haseldic sage, the Gewwer Rebbe, saw this idea inthe very formlation
of the bleasing of Shalom in the Blessing of the Kohardm, The final benediction isi
YISSA HaA-SHEM PANAV BIEKHA, VE'YASSEM LEKHA SHALOM, may the Loxd tuyn His countenance
to thee and give thee peace. PANAY, writes the Gerrer Rebbe in hils "Sefat Bmet," comes
not enly from the word PANNM, thus meaning "His face" or "His countenance®, but also
from the word P'NIN, which means imwardness, imner substantiality, imer value, inner
worthe Only when we have this PYHIM can we aspive to VE-YASSEM LEKHA SHALOM, Nations
ﬂxaﬁmheﬁngin?‘lﬁ,ﬂmhmbm,mﬂéuﬁ,mﬂbieumn,mm
be relied upon to acheive Shalom with others, Couples cantot expect to find "Shalom
mevumumhmmmmmmmrtmumm
and wife. He who wants Shalom in his outer world must first forge it in his PYNIM,

Furthemmore, Judaiem would disagree with tte modern prefjudice that g1l that is necess
for Shalom is treaties, conferences, visits, belance of power and muclear deterrents.
Even good will and peace of mind an§
For Shaolm cen be understood and attained only in a relig ous contexb. Shalom, as the
K'LL HA~MACHAZIK BERAKHAH, as the ultimate, climactic and most comprehensive blessing,
ie primarily a spiritual quality. I do not mean merely a verbal commitment to faithe
That sometimes can coexist with an unenlightened religious bigotry which has, in the
amals of the human race, caused enough bloodshed and heartache, I nean, rather,a truly
G-dly ovientation, one which would include both "Thou shalt love the lodd thy Ged®

ary
economic prosperity are not enough for lasting peace. |
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= = a8 does Judaiem ~ ~ g0 venerates Shalom that it declares it one of the Nomes Of Gwde
kr%aﬂ&@mef%%afmwemmmh&% and in

Omd onlys S0 that until the werld's ~ - and every individualls - = gpiritual hammny is
established, civil peace must remain an elusive state, one that

negatively as the absence of ammed confliet, Only when YISSA HA
can there be VYYASSEM IBKHA SHal(H,

The late, sainted Rav Mook - - himself an eminent mano £ peace = ~ finds this
mofmrmMMtetmmanwmmfmme
Y& CHAVERD, the bringing (notes bainging, not maldng, for social peace is only a
reflection or evoBation of one's imer peace) peace between a man and his fellow-man
is one of those great virtues SHE'ADAM OKHEL PEROTEHEM BA-OLAM HA-ZEH VE'H =
mmmm~~8mmmmmuef this weritofbous deed in this
wordd, while the prineipal remains for him in the hereafters Rav Kook interpwets this
as meaning that Shalom is a blessing whose PEROT or fruits a man enjoye in his own life
and the life of the world, provided that at all times he recogniszes and acknowledges
ﬁuﬁmmﬂ,mmﬁaﬁmafﬂﬁsﬁm}mhﬂmmﬁxenalaofthcmm

Without a relig ous approach, peace is elusive, Without Torsh, peaceis s macabre
mirages Ged is what g ves life to peacej withput O=-d peace i® a ghost ~ - and 4% has
mot got a ghost of a chanee, Unless all natiens stregn to G-d, as Isaigh put 4%,
they will not beat t heir swords to ploughshaves and their spears to pruning fovie,
Secularism can never succeed in the full, positive pursuit of peace, Only OSEH SHALCM
DOERGIAY, only Gwd Who oreated this universe and esteblished its natural harmony,
MMRWW,WM@Mthmmemmwm

How can we explain this profound Jewlsh insight into the relationship between
Peace - - inner, domestic, social, world peace - - to Falth and Sprit? Is there a logical
connection between them?

Yes, there is a beautiful and convineing explanation of their relationship fiveb
given by the firstecentury Greek-Jewish philosopher of Alexandria, Phile, Phile tells us
that war and peace have their origins in the spiritual outloock of men, for our religious
attitudes often influence oy daily, mundane activity. Thus, war's origin is in idolatyy.
In the mythologoies of the various pagan cultures of antiquity, thelr gods were constently
at war with each other -~ =~ stealing, arguing, connivéng, betrsying, And when a man's
religious coneept is warlike, so will hie social behavier tend te conflict, Whenever
a man hag many gods, whensver he accepts multiple claims on his highest loyalties, his
religlous vision of conflict inspive in him a socclal inclination for battle and
bloodshed, Bub where a man acknowlddg wmmmmmmmfm
of all men - - then there can be ne war, no conflict, no division and discension,

Here then is a ful insight into the Jewish concept of Shalom, the crowning

%&;mwmv 2§ the climax of the eightesn benedic of the Amidal
can be no peace without Owd, Inner peace is mot solely the pro of the

payehologdsts. It originates in EMUNAH, Domestic pesoe, between husband and

is not solely in the domain of the marrisge counsello, It derives from & mitual

comuitment to the values of Torah., World peace can never be permanent unless it is

sought from O-d, YISSA HA~SHEM PANAV ELEKHA VE'YASSEM LEXHA SHALCH,
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