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/b HEDGES. ROSES &THORNS: Sex and Sexuality in the Mesorah

(RIETS Yom Iyyun—September 25, 2001}
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So, “Hedges” = limitations; “Roses” = encouragement, approval.
“Thorns”—the price paid for neglecting the previous two.
So—n1"Iwn 20 WX 172PR 1*0171°R N372-is @ M¥Ni N272, not a 187 (no nJ3712
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Moreover, connubial relations are the duty of the husband and the right of the wife:
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In this lecture will address three topics:

1. 17"ap "Mnn

2. Halakhot which are apparently ignored today
3. The Ethics and Etiquette of sex
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Rabbis: predominance of sex urge/effort needed t control it. NY' NX wWAIDN 1122 INT'X. (Avot)

Pres. Ch. Eliot of Harvard (1920’s) to incoming students at orientation: “You are all here
because of Harvard’s reputation, so let me tell you what our goals are for you: a Harvard
education is constructed so as t reduce from 90% to 70% the amount of time you spend
thinking about sex.” Quite right!—but preceded by Talmud:
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10-15 yrs ago, Nisson Gordon "D intrvwd R. Moshe Bick 7”31 concrnd rising divorce rate
n2'w 131, due t lack prep’n f mrrg. Cited several harrowg cases, as: wife midst miscarrg,
husband off t sheur; husbnd verblly abuses wf f going beynd meagr food budgt; only tm coupl
has reltnshp=during relations. Lakewd/Satmar/Ner Israel pilloried hm. Svei at Aguda convntn
calld on hm t say “I was misquoted”. Under severe pressure, he backed down.
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