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Yes, I went to Hebrew School, was Par Mitzvahed, 

et. al. But somewhere along the way, I started to think. 

Maybe it was because one of my teachers had told me that 

Judaism is what you make of it, the laws are there for you 

to interpret, that no one can tell how to think or pray, that 

you could make of Judaism what you wanted, that there were 

no prescribed rules you had to follow to be a Jew. 

So my thoughts began to run in a way that you could call 

contrary to common belief, No, not an atheist. Bu not an 

agnostic either. I guess the best way to put it is that I 

don't believe there is anybody upstairs pushing buttons. 

No, I'm not being sacreligious. There just is no one 

super force that man can appeal to in order to solve his own 

problems. Religion seems to be just a cribh that insecure people 

lean on, a backbone that too many people refuse to qQuestion-- 

like you and the many other millions of Jews who refuse to think 

realistically about what they believe. Instead they just 

accept the rulings and beliefs of those who came before them. 

it 1s almost as bad as the catholic church sending down 

doctrines. Only Judaism seems to have less doctrines. 

The sad thing is that Orthodox Judaism is the worst 

offender of all-=the most closed minded religious sect outside 

of Vatican City. It's a wonder that some orthodox rabbi hasn't 

come up with a brilliant theory advising the masses to follow 

all 500 some oda mitzvahs or face the consequences of ending 

up in an undesirable place when their time on earth is completed,
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My intent is not malicious. It just seems to me un- 

realistic that intellerent men of your stature and learning 

should still believe so stoicly in laws layel down before the 

world ever heard of atomic bombs and Supersonic jets. 

Granted--there is much sense in the Talmud, for it deals 

with relationships between people. In fact all the reat books 

of the rabbis contain much wisdom on how to conduct your life. 

However it is when you start sayingthat these books were de- 

vinely inspired that I start to recoil. Men wrote these books. 

Yes, men wrote those words you read so religiously three times 

a week. No super force pushed their pens along the parchments. 

They were guided by what they saw and what they were told, 

It must also be remembered that menthousands of years 

ago did not know the workings of nature as we do today. Thus as 

many things which seemed supernatural then can be explained 

easily today. 

But I'm getting off my subdject. 

I don't believe I have gone to a synagogue willingly for 

many a year. And I certainly haven't gotten anything out of 

& service ina long time--if ever, When I go to high holiday 

services, I sit in the coat room and talk--and not about reli- 

gion. I don't believe that Israel is completely 100% correct 

in its present struggles. Yet I still consider myself a Jew. Why? 

I believe there is such a thing as a “cultural Jew." 

One who doesn't follow all the rules but yet has pride in the 

fact that he is Jewish. Most of my friends are Jewish. In 

a voting booth(when I get in one) T will probably favor Jevish
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Candidates. JI will probably send my kids to Hebrew School 
and they will probably be Par Mitzvahed too, Hypocrite? 
Hardly. I just want them to have the Opportunity I had-- 
to make up their own mind for themsely es. 

Religion is, in many Ways, obsolete and out of style, 
However, many people need that erueh, need that wall to lean 
against when all is bad. It's much easier to let out your 
frustrations on God than on your wife. It's also much easier 
to talk to him. He doesn't talk back, 

But, seriously, I don't need him. I can run my life 
without adhereing to the dictates that someone else has made 
for me. I run my life basea@ On-common sense: common resvect 
for the rights and beliefs of others. x don't need anyone 
telling me how to do that. 

Yet I still fell that I am not damned or that I should 
be spoken of with scorn. That serves nothing, 

7 
I feel that I am a Jew, no matter what ny religious 

beliefs are, And I am not the only person in My peer group 
who feels this way. It. might be important to think about that 
when you ponder the future of Judaism, More and more young 
people are not responding to Judaism as it stnads today. If 
changes are to be made, I feel that religton must be de-em- 
phasized. Now that probably sounds like heresy. 
Ways, it probably is, 

And in some 

But all institutions must chan 
even Orthodox Judaism. 
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