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For Inciusionism, Against Exclusionism
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(just an idea)

We read of what happened immediately asfter the incidernt of the golden calf—Ghod’s
displeasure, Moses’ anger at the Israclites, and then—God orders Moses to pitch his tent
outside the camp, away from the perople. This he does, after which God speaks with him
“face to face,” and then—Moses returns to thre camp of Israel and relays the message:
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o i There is one question: what really is the meaning of MINNN 7R 1W1? The YWI seems to be as
stated above, that Moses returned from his tent to the Israelite camp.

- However, the Talmud at the end of (3 TNV 20 97 M1212) gives the whole matter a quite
& different twist:
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According to boith interpretations, God wanted Moses to restore his tent to the 7R10" NN,
to remain with his people—despite their backsliding and stiff-neckedness—and not remove

himself from their midst.

The first opinion rests on God’s demand to Moses for reciprocity: I was kind and gentle and
forgiving with you, showing you My Mg 0719 110, now you must—for My sake—do the
same towards your wayward people: refurn to the camp of Israel!

The second opinion is more in the nature of a mutual decision in which God lets Moses share:
look, if we’re both going to show our angef, they will be abandoned, what good will that do?

Either way, lesson is clear: God wanls us fo be with our people, no matter how distant they
are from Him. He wants us fo identify with all of them, with their destiny, to make them Seel
included in the God-Moses dialogue, and not to exclude them.




