May 12, 1989
EXTREMISM; MODERATION

One of the most brilliant and underestimated rabbinic figures
of the pre-World War II East European generation, Rabbi
Joseph Engel, once said the following, in commenting on the
well known Midrash that 210 many Mwy Aux 95 N O0YPON NI
nmnn A "Tann 20" ,1Inn, that this is a general principle of
Torah: nys»7wnma xw mdnn Yoy »d--all  extremes, all
"veryism," is deadly! (See his n"n ‘ny ‘n wirT "qoir. myaxn")

He mentions two exceptions, both related to the term -wn:
humility and gratitude. The first is based on the dictum in
Avot that nya Yow > n Twnn 1wwn and accords with one of the
two exceptions cited by Maimonides (the other being nixa).
The second, gratitude, is based on the dictum that:y7wwn 502,
9 PTIR D D TTIn XYW DIy DT Soa.






