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EXTREMISM; MODERATION 

One of the most brilliant and underestimated rabbinic figures 
of the pre-World War II East European generation, Rabbi 
Joseph Engel, once said the following, in commenting on the 
well known Midrash that a. 73am) FWY AWR 9D NRX O?PON NI?1 
ninn nr "TN 290" , 71ND, that this is a general principle of 
Torah: nvot1NMa NID ANMNNM 32» ~ »D--all extremes, all] 
"veryism," is deadly! (See his n"n ‘ny 'n wint “q01>. n781N") 

He mentions two exceptions, both related to the term ‘tyxn: 
humility and gratitude. The first is based on the dictum in 
Avot that nin Yow 9m 7yNM TIND and accords with one of the 
two exceptions cited by Maimonides (the other being mina). 
The second, gratitude, is based on the dictum that:qt1x» 952, 
YO NTN 29ND AWN NIA DIN AIM 92.




