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The theme of the Mssslah, which I s the central message of the prophet 

Isaiah in today's Haftorah, has been a source of fascination for countless 

generations of our people. Ona of t te questions that attracted their 

attention wast what will l i fe be l i t e just before the coming of the 

redeemer? k well-known comment the Rabbis of llM Talmud made about this 

wast ein Ben jfcvld ba ad she'tlknlah peratah win ha«»kl8* that the N»ssiah 
^tlmmmm. n » » n « J » i « « » « » i . M H I M I — mi imiiruMKHWKWff i n n w m mum r mil—n I I»» nwiWiimliiwiui.i uiffil il«mlilili«.'»'i ' 

will not come unti l every perutah, or penn^, wil l vanish from every pocket* 

In ether words, I t will be an era of stark and oppressive poiferty. 

The great ffasidle teacher, the Worker fiebbe, interpreted that passage 

In a manner which, while fanciful rather than l i t e r a l , provides us with a 

deets insight into a l l aspects of l i f e . The nerd ^ r u t a h , which means the 

smallest coin, a penny, i s derived from the word parat, meaning a small 

de ta i l , ^eratlut , "detailism," the tendency to break everything down inte 

small pieces, into the parat, and to fai l to see the whole picture, i s one 

of the things that prevents the BsstJlah from coming. Peratiut i s 

frafsentisation, the inclination towards personal and collective isolation, 

the spir i t of divlaiveness and disunity. ,%ssiah wi l l come only when 

peratlut ends, and in i t s place cowes the oppositei kelallutj the tendenev 

to think in terms of the Kslal, the community, the whole picture, the Tetal 

?iew* W&n man will increase the breadth of his vision and grow beyond 

peratiut, beyond the confining limitations which make him think small, act 

small, be small? when he will be a man of kelal iut . of uholenesa and 

wholesomanass, Wessiah will cotse. 

Feratlut sees l i fe in l i t t l e b i t s , while kelaliut t r i e s to include 

everything In the grand sweep of i t s vision, feratlut i s egocentric, while 

kelallut considers ot ters as well . The pagan embraces peratiut t he vi^we 

every force of nature or history as independent — war, love, thunder ** 

and assigns each to a separate god. The «Jew follows ks le l iu t , he unifies 
u*i 



a l l bis s^artanoa and raeog&isas that #11 thass I t t la h i t s of Ufa- aro 

part of tha ona world of Ona 0«d ~~ mm»r$ 0 ta rsa l , tha Ur& i s IMP 0*4, 

ths L©r<S i s C M . * 

ksofc a t how this® idaas oontattd with aaeh othsr a»d strnggla far 

aianrssiaay in saury sphsro i t hsatan andsawor. wlwa haafeand and wifa follow 

ths way ©f ooratiut* than thay aro wmmty two diffaraat indiwtdmls with n© 

bonis eoanastion with saen other* IAMB o ironstone© hits thrown to®»thsr and 

who nay ahsra ©artain fao i l i t l as fw a long MMS* Such a narrtafS Is 

sp i r i t l e s s , i t f>©rt«8dit breakdeon, I t I s bsyand ndnaptian* ^nan thara I s 

kalslint* *ahaa thay think of sseh ©thor as fomtog sua unit* lahto ke'ptfo —-

tt#y t rea t saeh othsr with HM asais l a w and ©onsidsratlon und raspaet thay 

want aash for himsalf » thay ahara sonnon alas «ad aspirations m& Sdaals as*. 

than yeti hav© s happy hcsss. Is wondar that 1© Hahrow a narrltga Is tai led 

kalulot, aa whan «r*rasdsh a^aafeti of sfcavnt kalulotayikh, mrita.X leva. 

'•%« a nation thinks of i taalf only and ignoras ths res t If mankind, 

r s fep t ioo Is s t i l l far off. ^ r g t % | in ths intamational ©a?«isinity mmn& 

raold nationalism, thinking only of tha psrat and ignoring ttis k^lal whish 

i s ths whola of ths hainan ©oa»sii»ity» Kslaliist la at UM hsart of ths Idas 

tiaitsd JattaMj tm& of liM Paaos Corps* 

Breakdown or oaratiat saans to oa a dissass of ©or times* mortomianll^, 

ths wtfmr dosa ml& mm tm*XL part of UM MMiiMNVfMg proaasai ho mmr 

gota tha sat lsfaeti^i of tfcs artisan who oraatas a ^hols vassal or «rtiela» 

Tfcs saiantist spaeialinas in ona vary rastriotad pamt or bronah of fcnsvladgs 

m^ timm tfea ab i l i ty to rim Itfit In i t s wholeness. Wi aaah Haa in a 

bmdrad dlffaront worlds, cut off ona fro® ths ©than ths world of taadloina* 

ths world ef Joffimslis»# ths w&rld of bttsiasna* and wa lasa sifht of tha 

swltarasji ths las t that a l l %eso m^ ^art of ons mrM9 em Jcslal* 

OonMqaaflilx» w psrpjwalitlas |MI brosk donn. a oaaaias msstslly siefe# 

And this sffoots our raliglan as aa l l t hero too as think in t a n s @f IfC^t 
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paratiut* and we regard religion as just another interesting detai l amongst 

hundred® of others* Religion beeo«s»8 a l i t t l e b i t of l i f t that i s confined 

to the temple on certain days of the ««*k ©r year* ?he grandeur of religion 

i s reduced to a dry, repetitive r i t u a l . I t s towering message, Intended to 

infuse a l l of l i fa with th® drams of purpose and meaningfulness, i s shrunk 

to a kind of sacred charades* lel igien has become only one isolated perat 

in the disconnected melange of l i fe* Indeed we have a ease of ^ i r i t u a l 

schisophranial Mb, lisssiah i s not here yet when people think in such small, 

narrow, restr ictsve terms* 

Modern American Orthodox Jews face a special problem in th i s respect* 

We l ive, culturally, in two distinct worlds, that of tradit ional Judaism 

m^ that of the modern Wi stent world of science and technolo^f* Are we to 

dai?elop sp l i t personalities as a resu l t , being moderns one moment and Jews 

the next? Are we to fal l prey to that pernicious slogan developed by tfes 

Bskalah, that we ought to he Jews indoors ®&& ordinary human beings when 

away from home? — a perat here and a perat there, with nothing to . unif^r 

them? If we fa i l to develop a solution and go along with parat iut , them 

our future i s dark indeed. For sanity and integrity cal l for a wholesome 

personality, not one that i s rigidly eompartitentalissed. Messiah5 3 function 

will fee to establish one world of humans, one family of mankind, one great 

kelal — m& people accustomed to thinking in disjointed ways, and of 

considering only themselves or t l a l r own interes ts , are not going to 

acknowledge Messiah or appreciate his teachings* 

Fortunately, the future i s not at a l l dark* I am optimistic about 

American Orthodoxy, for we hare in our midst one great, nobis symbol of 

kelal lnt , a visible ease of synthesis md integration, of the unity of 

mind and the oneness of heart. 1 refer to Tashlva University, whose ?®ry 

name indicates th© merging of two distinct ideas into one «• the leshiva 

md the University, ths sacred and the secular, the holy m^ the profi *fvi 
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I M i Unlvarsltjr i s ttNH than i sohoolf i t Is a U t t i b M i s nsars than 

•ft institution* i t i s an l i t * . And ths idas aiwl ths vision roprasantad by 

thin grant adaoational eomplan i s jgslallut* ths intagraiion i f a l l taowladga 

la ths psrsonslity i f tba atudsnt* fashiva atrlvas to produM whol® Jaws, 

not Jaws atonised by oulturaX fissions* I t s SSJB i s syMbollss* by HW wld*~ 

angla Xsna of » €mmmt whioh inoludas tb© sail** soans in tha snaps of i t s 

ptstaee, not tha tola ononis Ions whioh foousaa «tlnutoXy on just ©its 

*»«trl*tnd sagMsnt. I t asplrss to tits S t i l l M whiob alona oan inaplrs 

jfounf Jaws to ba fu l l , XoynX, sueut obssrvmnt i s tha oontairt of eontsnpomury 

Imsrioa* tba ^4m hs-shal®»* ths eosoXsts issn today m&m on® who wi l l 
— M x n i iii«iiiw»'wiiiiAmiiiiniiii.li, t t M r m T * 

ocwblna within hinsalf sXX groat valuas from Blbls t o blootKsnlstry* frsm 

fa ta t i to tsohnology, trvm HsSMmldss to modiolus* for ultimately t h i s I s 

ths astttrs of forslt —* that i t i s |palal|ut* that I t i s all^lnoluslva1 

h»fafch Jbsh va* haf akh.bah da%ulah hah t s t u # i t and plunb i t and yen will 

find that i t contains all* 

Sonatinas a parson or insti tution or Idas can bast bs appreciated by 

imagining that i t or ha wars sfesant* %m$tm than that thara wars no 

Tsshiva at aXX« Xnaflna that t i» thousands of gndsntas of Tsshiva who 

rwprssant Tarah in t U flslds aw rsbbinats* aduentlon# nisdloina* law* 

business* aeianoa — wars t o dltqpnsnr* Imaglns tha i hundrad of pulpits 

and sonooXs wars auddsaly anpty, and t h a t tbs hundreds of young soiatttistii* 

lawyers, and Xaaiiars in business who represent to ths world tha Idas that 

you osn be a food, learned Jaw and s t i l l ba oonta»omrr aw that aXX of 

these wars suddsnly to vanish* Would thara ba anyone bravo enough or foolish 

oneufh to dare to hope tttnt Judaism has a chance to survive? fou night find 

no mora than a law isolatod individuals with a vsstigal scattering of Jewish 

learning unrelated to ths root of ths i r l ivas aw and ths peratXut would ba 
™ ijumii i I»I .11« i i I I I I IMI I 

stifling* Judaism would hava broken down* 
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But tha t is ©nly a bad dream. Testiiva i s here. Mi half~aasiisilatad 

Jewish intellectuals d© not represent the whole picture ©f America's young, 

thinking people* There are those who are not strangers t@ ,Judais» wh© are 

yet in the vanguard of the intellectual and professional and cosssercial l i fe 

of ©ur society. There are people of keial iut , thanks to Xeshlva, wh© ©an 

integrate h©th worlds into one* If there i s hop© for Orthodox Judaism i t i s 

because of Yeshiva. If we ©an redjsem Torah and Torah can reuses Jewry in ©ur 

day, i t i s because Teshiva has taught us how to ©v©rc©*e the peratlut of a 

frapisntated faith and an atomised mentality, 

X need not t e l l th i s congregation about Xeshlva. Leaders of The Jewish 

Center ha*© fceen leaders of Teshiva since i t s inception, lou know of i t s 

phenomenal growth, i t s meaning for our future, and the fact thai within a 

few sh©rt years, please CM, a ®aj©r part ©f teshiva wil l be our close 

neighbors• 

All th i s requires the ©sipenditur© ©f great sums ©f money. The dream 

of teelaliut cannot be realised through good wishes al©ne. The* responsi­

bi l i ty for i t devolves upon each and ®mtf Jew to whom the future of his 

To-ah and his children i s of any importance, gin Ben David bah ad 

she'tlkhleh perutah ssln ha»kia, the vision of Torah cannot be achieved 

until we banish from ©ur l ives , our thinking,, our society every vestige of 

pjeratiut. Tea iva does th is for us, both in the social and Intellectual 

mnm* But remember the las t two words of th is passage i win ha-kis — 

frem the pocket. The realisation of the dream of Torah in America requires 

our direct financial assistance, Xeshlva* • requirements grew daily. S© 

must our help yearly. We must at this occasion of the annual Passover 

appeal for Yeshiva tfniv© sity do what i s only right and proper. 

When we wil l have helped, pin ha~kts, in concrete and practical manner. 

T©shiva's mission in creating whole Jews, then w® shall be the participants 
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la the draaia of bringing en th«s age of spiri tual redemption* When we assis t 

in th is historic endeavor for kelal iut , thou we shall be the recipients of 

G-d»s blessing given to Father Abraham! va-3he» bwekfr.st Avraham ba«*kel — 

and the Lord blessed Abraham ba-kols with everything, with kel er keleliut* 

Way that comprehensive blessing be ows, and our children's, forever more. 


