
She theae of this saora ngf s Sidra, kedushah^ Is the keynote and goal of all of

It Is a hard doctrine to pr@aea» Kedus&ah i© 30 out of place in twentieth

century Assrica* In the conteajjorary context of the S^aee Age holinessseems an almost

hopelessly outiaoded frhat ideal* §fe oft^i ̂ oodori is not holiness ©or© indigenous

to the life of the &m&~heml%$ confixed to his little Paradise wher©, in tranquil

isolatlot^ he can i^ditate aod acheive tbe saiiijtliaess of the higbHsia&ed recluse?

Is not the ideal of keclushah irrelevant to an age of iBissiles and a life crowded

with inventories and taxes, ooiasMitijig and socialisdagt

answer is that the T©rakfs «oa»a»dl «ye shall b@ holy" was specifically

directed to ordinary m&n and wo^en ^igagsd in trade aod business, medicine and Ism,

adrainistration and caring for children. Our Rabbis pointed out that whan Bai&el

speaks of the angels* ha mentions kedushah only once, whareas the Toraht speaking

of the h@re~and-oow (taclitonim) mentions kedushah twice.

I r

On earth and in the ̂ Ldst of life, where we are faced with the challenge of yetzer

that of ts^)tatioa and aiobitioa, profit and greed, secularisia and profanity, that is

true holiness can be forged - - in double measure, for here is the fiery test

growing out of the encounter with real life* Sot only is kedushah needed

as a weapon to do battle with t he yetger h^ra, but the evil in life is the very

challenge i&lch elicits the response of holiness, to use the langaug© of a isodern his boriaa*



N Kedoshia

Indeed i f we consider toe heroes of ©«r history whoa we have coiae to regard

as our saints , we f ind that trie great majority of them weem people who were intiJBately

concerned with aad involved in the rigorous e;xperienees of rea l , practical l iving;

people wii© neit&er secluded theioselves £&i» their societies, nor allowed themselves

to become completely absorbed and ut ter ly overwhe&aad lay their jsundane probl<aaa»

Modes was the "©an of G-d" not because he encountered a burning bush i a the wilderness

of Sinai but becmise he brought I t s message into t ^ Xkwm of iB5>ov©ri8hedf mL&ezs&lM

slaves, because he presented i t s rifttanrift to an ^itocratie mapise*, became I t cjoafronted

Bmmafo with i t s ciadme, and because he had to double as a general and legis la tor

and 3?adg8» Hayblrf. Akiva ejogiueered a r©^E>lutio% Eesh JUakisfe emr&sd as a Saga fraa

a carrer as a f&bin Bood of antiquity, MaiiaoKides was shm&$ pro^arous

Many of our great saint® of ^astern Eurffi® were primarily taradesneo* Oieif £iabbi

Isaac Hissia came to his eminent post after iiO y#ars as a successful swrchazxU

From the raaks of stateasea and sdli tary figures, Imsiaeesss^i aod banfesrs, scient is ts

and men of affiars hav# w© drawn our "holy mmi** Thoy are tadcs holy - - for ^eor

are of th i s world and in this world - - yet not los t i n i t* Iney have known yetaer

ha-;ra in i t s thousand guises* havm learned to litre with i t and overcome i t - - and

their conquest has added iaaeasurably to their stature as mm of kedushatuThey prove

that not mXy can holiness thrive in a practical Mli fu , but that t h e challenges ot

mundane, prosaic li-wtng las the stone on which ,4» sharpen the blade of

IMs i&ea was probably uppernsost in the thought of the &abbi who, in coBB&enting

upon the opening verse of our Sidra, laada th is rather start l ing reaarkt

a disappointing definition of teedushaht Is M s how Judaism reduces the lofty

vision of holiness?

Xet t&ts i s precisely how kedusliah is acheivedt Holiness i s not attained fy those

insulate themselves imm the harsh experiences of daily l i f e , but ratherJlbr those



- > Keaoshiaa

*ho have to dirty their hands in the daily struggle with unbending reality * ~

and then can wash the® dean! Kedushah i s far t&os© whose hands saxst eape to gripi

with real situations - - cold, brutal, unattractive, unfealingi and wbo can w e s t from

them cleanliness, warioth, pleasantness, kindness, ^ten hands soiled by working through

the griiae of l i f e can be washed by the goodness of the human personality^ when such

people can "coxae dean11 and stay pw& amidst the mad and slush and dirt of l i f e ' s

demands - - they are indeed kedoshia* Hands that are prophylact&e and protected by

the kioVglo'fes of self-interest need not be washed^ their owners are pious^ but sot

holy, devout bat not saints. Hands that grasp l i f e in the raar, 4&aV̂ €B?# ready "fefr take

a. fim~grip even ii& painful situat4-©aB^ and are cleaned byph© scouring ponder of

mit2vot and the discipline of Iferah - ~ theyt ^ien thus wa^e4t make of Uieir owners

true saints, of this world an well as la^ this m>rld» and ^rt^f &£ a l l worlds,

and taciitonia*

That is why I am an optimist about the future of Orthodox Juaaism in this land*

We have always thrived on challenge and groim stronger from the confrontation vita

reality and the encounter with the unholy, fne farmer in ancient Palestine wfcri had

to surrender one precious day out of seven in his harvest season for 5habbat and the dairy-

man vho could not milk his few cows on this day - - they fiaced terribly real problems*

certainly no 1mm severe than we do in our industrialised but prosperous society,

in their concern for ShabbaU They struggled, they refused to yield - - and they

survived* with a double measure of kedushah> Kashrut was easily as difficult for

Jews of old as it is in our day of restaurants and frozen floods• let di£ficultar did

not defeat us. On the contrary, it preserved for us the religiously fittest*

The challenges of the Space Age - - to our observances and to our ideology ~ -

will similarly play the yetaer ha-ra to our kedusixaiuThe mti&g&t secular world im the
,•)

challenge &~d casts at us. Let us rise to it, accept it — and rspond with taiee
/̂

as much k̂ duehâ u |\) • L •


