
7/4/2022 Mon 1 CORINTHIANS 3 
 

One of the reasons why there were disagreements 
in the church in Corinth was that different people 
were following different leaders. Some felt Paul’s 
teaching was more important than Apollos’, and 
others preferred Apollos’ teaching. Both were 
teaching about Jesus and emphasizing love for your 
neighbor, but the people decided to fight about 
which preacher they preferred. They were missing 
the point of what both were teaching. Paul reminds 
them what they are building for eternity is what 
matters most. 
Most people can probably look back on a time when 
they experienced a serious disagreement over 
something that really wasn’t important. It would be 
great to recognize that in the moment. When you 
find yourself in a disagreement with someone, pause 
to ask yourself: will this matter in heaven? 

7/5/2022 Tue 1 CORINTHIANS 4 Paul turns things upside down in this chapter. 
People tend to think the better a person is, the 
easier things will be for them. Paul points out his 
and Apollos’ devotion to Jesus has caused them both 
to be treated poorly. Would they consider him to be 
a failure? Instead of determining the value of a 
person by how much money or power they have, 
the person should be judged by God. 
Verse 2 lets us know God values faithfulness above 
everything else. We may be tempted to impress 
others with our stuff, like clothes or our house; or 
accomplishments, like degrees or our job; or a 
characteristic like beauty or intelligence. God wants 
us to consistently do what He wants us to do. That’s 
far more important than impressing people! 

7/6/2022 Wed 1 CORINTHIANS 5 In this chapter and the next, Paul talks about how 
the church should take care of itself. People are 
behaving in ways that are wrong even in the eyes of 
non-Christians. This makes the church and belief in 
Jesus look like a bad thing. He wants them to 
address the problems in the church rather than 
criticize those outside of it. 
When we lovingly help someone who is a Christian 
live life in a better way, we help the person and the 
church. The person gets closer to God, and the 
church gains a reputation for helping people live 
better lives. 



7/7/2022 Thurs 1 CORINTHIANS 6 The first part of chapter 6 continues the idea of the 
church taking care of itself. Paul talks about how 
Christians should not be taking each other to court. 
Legal disputes between Christians should be rare, 
but when they happen, they should be resolved 
within the church according to Christian principles. 
Paul then talks about sexual sin. He sees this type of 
behavior as especially damaging because it is so 
closely connected to our bodies. When a person 
trusts Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins to dwell in his or 
her body. Paul sees this use of our bodies - that are 
the dwelling place of God - as especially disturbing. 
It’s thought-provoking that the Holy Spirit lives in us. 
That means whenever a Christian does something 
wrong, sexual or not, the Holy Spirit is right there to 
experience it along with us. You probably drive 
differently when a police car is behind you. How do 
you live differently knowing the Holy Spirit is in you? 

7/8/2022 Fri 1 CORINTHIANS 7 Some misunderstand Christian views on sex and 
assume sex is a dirty thing that God finds disgusting. 
Paul says sex within marriage is a good thing. He also 
gives flexibility on the issue of marriage. If a person 
is single, that is a great thing if the person does so in 
order to serve God better, but marriage is the right 
choice for many who cannot avoid sexual 
temptation. That doesn’t sound very romantic, but 
Paul seems more concerned with doing the right 
thing than romance. He also emphasizes the 
permanence of marriage, just as Jesus did, with 
limited exceptions. 
People’s views of sex and marriage can be different 
than God’s, but God’s view is designed for our 
benefit. When people adopt more casual views, sex 
and marriage become meaningless. Is life really 
better without commitments to God and each 
other? 

7/9/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
7/10/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 



7/11/2022 Mon 1 CORINTHIANS 8 This chapter can be difficult to understand because 
we don’t live in the culture of that time. Corinth was 
a center for idol worship. Food was offered to these 
idols and was later eaten by worshipers of the idol 
as an act of worship. There were those who would 
refuse to eat meat sacrificed to idols because, to 
them, it was an act of worship to an idol. Others 
went a step further and refused to eat any meat 
unless they knew its source for fear they would 
inadvertently be worshiping an idol. Paul says idols 
are nothing and so eating the meat served to idols 
really isn’t an issue, but if someone is going to think 
you are worshiping an idol by what you eat, it is 
better not to have a person’s faith shaken just so 
you can enjoy some meat. It’s more important to 
love your unnecessarily sensitive Christian friend 
than to eat meat. 
Very few of us will experience this specific issue 
today; however we may come across people who 
have a high sensitivity to certain issues. If we love 
the person, we should be willing to not get involved 
in doing something that is problematic for that 
person due to their history. It’s an act of love to 
consider the sensitivities of those who are 
overcoming addictions or who still struggle with a 
specific temptation. 

7/12/2022 Tue 1 CORINTHIANS 9 Paul gives a personal example of giving something 
up as a way of showing love for others. As an 
Apostle who had been responsible for founding the 
church in Corinth, he had the right to receive money 
from them in support of his ministry. However, he 
was concerned people would view him as someone 
who only preached for financial gain, so he 
supported himself rather than rely on others. That 
caused others to think of him as a second-class 
Apostle. Clearly this was not true, but Paul would 
prefer to be viewed as second-class than to have the 
message of Jesus be perceived as a way to take 
people’s money. 
Giving up income for the cause of Jesus is an 
impressive commitment! Many do that even today. 
We should honor those who have sacrificed for the 
cause of Jesus even if their standard of living might 
be lower. 



7/13/2022 Wed 1 CORINTHIANS 10 Paul now returns to the subject of idols. Although he 
doesn’t see a problem with eating meat sacrificed to 
idols, he does view idol worship as a big problem. 
Since, in Paul’s day, Jews would have had nothing to 
do with idols, he wisely reminds people of a story 
when the Jews did worship idols. He is making sure 
the Jews don’t end up feeling superior to their 
former idol-worshiping friends. He says it is best not 
to ask too many questions about what you are being 
served so you don’t have to feel guilty about it. 
What we do is important, but being motivated by 
love for God and others is even more important. 
If you could look back on your day and honestly say 
everything you did was for God, that would be a 
great day! Obviously, the things we did wrong would 
not fit that category. We would also need to 
eliminate the good things we did for the wrong 
reasons. Doing the right thing in order for others to 
notice is good, but it’s not the best. Avoiding bad 
behavior to avoid punishment is good, but also not 
the best. 

7/14/2022 Thurs 1 CORINTHIANS 11 As with chapter 8, this chapter is difficult to 
understand without understanding the culture. In 
their society, a woman who appeared in public 
without her head covered was considered 
promiscuous. Paul makes the point about the 
husband being the head of his wife in order to say 
that if a woman looks promiscuous, she is shaming 
herself and her husband. In the same way, if a man 
shames himself, he is also shaming Jesus. That’s not 
to say the woman doesn’t also shame Jesus. If she is 
shamed, her husband is shamed, so Jesus is shamed 
as well. In our culture, we don’t view uncovered 
women’s heads in the same way, so it’s not an issue 
for us. 
Although we view head coverings differently, the 
idea of our actions shaming those around us still 
holds. If I behave badly, I’m not just damaging my 
reputation, but the reputations of those around me. 
I could be damaging the reputation of my family, the 
company I work for, the church I attend, and, worst 
of all, Jesus.  



7/15/2022 Fri 1 CORINTHIANS 12 When a person trusts Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes to 
live in them. The Holy Spirit gives the person at least 
one spiritual gift, or special ability, that is supposed 
to be used to help the church grow stronger. The 
gifts listed here are examples, not a complete list of 
all the gifts the Holy Spirit could give. Apparently, 
some in the church of Corinth have decided the gift 
they have been given is more important than the 
gifts given to other people. Paul lets them know all 
of the gifts are important in order for the church to 
function properly. 
Thinking one person’s role in the church is more 
important than someone else’s is a common 
problem. We tend to put higher value on more 
public roles like pastors and worship leaders. The 
church needs everyone doing their part from the 
most public to those who serve behind the scenes. 
All roles are equally valued by God.  

7/16/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
7/17/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
7/18/2022 Mon 1 CORINTHIANS 13 This is known as the love chapter, and parts of it are 

often read at weddings. Paul is talking about the 
love Christians should have toward everyone, but 
that certainly includes husbands and wives. He is 
telling them even if a person has the special ability 
to speak in the language of heaven, but doesn’t have 
love, it’s of no value. The answer to all of the 
arguments over who is most important is for them 
to love each other. 
Jesus said loving God and others are the two most 
important commands. Paul said loving others is 
more important than doing great things. If we just 
got love right, we would solve so many of our 
problems, and Christianity would be so much more 
attractive to everyone.  



7/19/2022 Tue 1 CORINTHIANS 14 Apparently there was one gift of the Holy Spirit that 
had become a particular problem: the gift of 
tongues. In Acts 2, it was used to preach to people 
who spoke other human languages the speaker 
didn’t know. Here, Paul seems to be talking about a 
prayer language. The people in the church of Corinth 
who could speak in tongues thought their gift was 
the most important, and they were favored by God. 
Paul points out that speaking in a language no one 
understands, including the speaker, isn’t very 
practical. The gift isn’t a bad one, but people who 
use it to make themselves appear important, while 
not benefiting others, have missed why the Spirit 
gives gifts. 
The gift of tongues is still a point of discussion today, 
but any gift that is used selfishly is going to cause 
conflict. A person with the gift of administration 
could act like a dictator, or a prophet could claim 
God’s authority behind every opinion. The key for 
Christians is to consider how using their gift will 
benefit others and get rid of every selfish motive.  

7/20/2022 Wed 1 CORINTHIANS 15 Most of 1 Corinthians has been talking about things 
the people in Corinth are doing wrong. Here Paul is 
talking about a belief that there is no resurrection of 
the dead. He points out that Jesus was resurrected, 
the resurrection was witnessed by many and is the 
basis for the Christian faith. He tells them they will 
be resurrected with new bodies for eternal life. 
Day after day we focus on this life. How are we going 
to provide for ourselves? How do we get people to 
like us? How can we make our bodies look or work 
better? This present life is like a seed that will be 
planted when we die to become something greater. 
This life matters, but the one to come matters much 
more. Which gets your greater attention?  



7/21/2022 Thurs 1 CORINTHIANS 16 Paul closes out the letter by letting the people know 
of his future travel plans and to encourage them to 
be generous in helping others. 
Paul’s handling of an offering for the church in 
Jerusalem is a good example for everyone. He wants 
them to give in a willing and planned way, not in 
response to an emotional plea he personally 
delivers. Our giving should be based on what God 
has given us, which is far more than just money. 
Emotional appeals can be very effective, but 
planned giving shows our ongoing thanks to God for 
all he has done for us.  

7/22/2022 Fri 2 CORINTHIANS 1 2 Corinthians was written about a year after 1 
Corinthians. As Paul had said in 1 Corinthians, he 
visited Corinth, but the visit did not go well. In 
chapter 2, Paul refers to that visit as painful. 
Apparently, Paul was rejected as he attempted to 
correct the people for their bad behavior. He left 
Corinth and sent them a very severe letter that is 
lost to us today (2:3). His letter causes a majority of 
the people in the church to return to a proper way 
of thinking (7:9). This letter is joyful for their return 
to the faith, and Paul reaffirms his ministry to them. 
As usual for a letter, Paul begins with a greeting. He 
describes his current situation as very troubled, but 
he also recognizes his relationship with God is 
especially comforting in these times. Even though 
most of the people in the church in Corinth have 
returned to a good relationship with Paul, some still 
oppose him. Apparently some are criticizing him for 
being indecisive about visiting them. He assures 
them he does not take his commitment to them 
lightly and his reasons for changing his plans were 
not a result of indecisiveness or selfishly motivated. 
Troubles will either push us closer to God or away 
from him. In Paul’s case, they pushed him toward 
God, because he could no longer rely on his own 
strengths or abilities. However, troubles can cause a 
person to think God doesn’t care or is powerless, so 
they abandon God. The difference isn’t in the 
troubles, but in our response to them. The next time 
something goes wrong in your life, use it as an 
opportunity to rely on God more.  

7/23/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 



7/24/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
7/25/2022 Mon 2 CORINTHIANS 2 Paul writes of his painful visit to Corinth and the 

letter he sent afterwards. Even though the people in 
Corinth had insulted him, it was still very hard for 
him to write them a corrective letter. He is glad he 
wrote the letter, because it caused them to change 
their treatment of him. There must have been a 
specific man who had harmed both Paul and the 
church. The man had now apologized for the harm 
he caused, and Paul is encouraging the people to 
forgive him. 
Paul was misjudged by the people in Corinth. He had 
tried to do the right thing but was accused of doing 
the wrong thing. For most, this would be very hard 
to forgive. The natural reaction would be to enjoy 
scolding them and want them to suffer. Paul does 
the opposite; he hates scolding them and is glad 
they changed their minds. Do you have someone 
you need to correct in a loving way? Do you have 
someone you need to forgive?  

7/26/2022 Tue 2 CORINTHIANS 3 Paul defends both his ministry and his message. 
Some people need letters of recommendation, but 
Paul lets the results of his ministry speak for itself. 
He defends his message by contrasting it with the 
law found in the Old Testament. Moses was the one 
who was given the law by God and passed it along to 
the people. When he received the law, his closeness 
to God caused his face to glow. That made the 
people afraid, so he wore a veil. Over time, the glow 
faded. Paul’s point is the law was not able to keep 
Moses close to God. By contrast, Paul’s message 
caused the Holy Spirit to live in people so they would 
become more and more holy over time. 
The odd thing about having the Holy Spirit in us is 
we get better, but we also see how much further we 
need to go. That means we sometimes don’t 
recognize we are getting closer to God. Instead of 
seeing how far we still have to go, look back and see 
how far you have come. Are you closer to God than 
a year ago?  



7/27/2022 Wed 2 CORINTHIANS 4 The message that Paul preached in Corinth has been 
passed to others. Paul tells us that the god of this 
world (Satan) tries to hide the message of Jesus 
from people. Satan is often successful at doing this. 
What seems strange to Paul is messed up people like 
him get to carry God’s message to others. 
We should be amazed at the privilege we have of 
carrying God’s message to others. Not all of them 
will understand it because Satan is working hard to 
confuse people, but we still have the responsibility 
to spread God’s message despite all opposition.  

7/28/2022 Thurs 2 CORINTHIANS 5 Our eternal destiny is heaven. Paul wants people to 
live each day with that understanding. Things in this 
life that have no impact on eternity carry much less 
importance with this view in mind. Christians do not 
currently live in heaven, but our destiny is 
guaranteed, so our citizenship is already there.  
Christians are representatives of Christ and are given 
the job of bringing others to Christ. 
Our life here on earth is a journey that ends in 
heaven. Planning the trip is important, but the 
destination is far more important. Many live their 
lives as if the journey is the only thing that matters. 
That’s like spending all your time planning the route 
you are going to drive to get your new home 
without making arrangements for where you are 
going to live or how you are going to support 
yourself once you are there. Are you planning your 
journey and ignoring your destination? Are you 
concerned about other people’s destinations?  



7/29/2022 Fri 2 CORINTHIANS 6 Paul is so committed to seeing people trust Jesus he 
puts forth maximum effort to help people do that. 
He wants nothing in his life to become an obstacle. 
He also tells us we should not become yoked, or 
linked in a way that cannot easily be broken to a 
non-Christian. A Christian’s life should be too 
different from a non-Christian’s for that to work. 
The reason we shouldn’t be yoked to a non-Christian 
is because it is impossible for people traveling in 
different directions to travel together. On the other 
hand, we are yoked to Jesus. By being yoked to him, 
we should find it easier to go in the right direction. 
We also need to recognize that our reputation 
reflects on Jesus and make sure we are not creating 
barriers to him in the way we act.  

7/30/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
7/31/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/1/2022 Mon 2 CORINTHIANS 7 Paul talks about the conflict which existed between 

him and the people in Corinth which has now been 
resolved. Paul was suffering from the conflict 
because he cared about them and wanted the 
problems to be resolved. That suffering forced him 
to confront the issue in ways that caused him pain, 
but had a positive result. 
When there is conflict in a relationship, it is painful 
to address it. Ignoring it turns out to be an uncaring 
response. If we cared for the other person, we 
would want it resolved as soon as possible. In 1 
Corinthians, Paul taught love, but love sometimes 
requires directly talking about an issue with the goal 
of restoring the relationship.  



8/2/2022 Tue 2 CORINTHIANS 8 Paul now challenges the Corinthians to give 
generously to a fund that will help to meet the 
needs of Christians who are suffering. Other 
churches had given generously and were begging 
Paul to let them give even more. He wants the 
Corinthians to have the same attitude. Jesus had 
been generous to them in giving his life; they 
needed to be willing to give something of far less 
value. 
If you have ever dreaded a plea for money from your 
church or other Christian ministry, this is a good 
chapter to think about. What have you received 
from God? Not just money, but forgiveness from 
wrongdoing, a new life, the Holy Spirit, etc. How 
grateful are you? Giving is a privilege that allows us 
to do God’s work! Are you wishing for the 
opportunity to do more, as God provides, or giving 
with resentment?  

8/3/2022 Wed 2 CORINTHIANS 9 Giving multiplies just like planting a seed causes a 
plant to grow and produce much more. At first 
glance, it sounds like Paul is saying If you give, God 
will see to it you get more money in return. 
However, the return he is talking about is spiritual 
results. If the Corinthians give, those who receive as 
a result will thank God for you and be able to 
continue to reach people for Jesus. A small gift 
results in people getting closer to God. Paul thinks 
that is a great investment! 
Giving is a privilege. It’s a simple way you can help 
someone else grow spiritually - maybe someone you 
will never meet, in a place you will never go. People 
give, which meets the needs of others who do God’s 
work. Give wisely to those who will multiply your gift 
for a spiritual harvest.  



8/4/2022 Thurs 2 CORINTHIANS 10 Paul had written a harsh letter to the Corinthians, 
but in person he had apparently been gentler in his 
approach. He makes it clear that his harshness was 
not a result of pride, but an obligation to correct 
them as a spiritual leader. What he did was for God’s 
sake, not his own. 
All Christians carry some level of spiritual 
responsibility for others. For some it’s defined by a 
role like a pastor, elder or parent. For all of us, we 
have a responsibility to be watching out for each 
other. Sometimes it’s to correct; other times it’s to 
encourage. It should always be motivated by a 
desire to bring the other person closer to God and 
never selfishly motivated.  

8/5/2022 Fri 2 CORINTHIANS 11 Paul refers to what he is about to do as foolishness. 
He then tells the Corinthians about his knowledge 
and accomplishments. It’s like a résumé. He seems 
to be embarrassed to sound like he’s bragging about 
himself, but he just wants them to listen and accept 
the truths he has taught them. 
Telling others why they should listen to you isn’t 
bragging if what you are trying to convince them of 
is for their benefit. If your experience or knowledge 
can help someone avoid a mistake, you may need to 
tell a story of something you did well. But your 
stories shouldn’t always be ones where you are the 
hero; Paul also admitted to being the worst sinner (1 
Timothy 1:15).  

8/6/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/7/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 



8/8/2022 Mon 2 CORINTHIANS 12 Paul tells of another experience where he has a 
vision of heaven. The first heaven is the sky, the 
second heaven is where the stars are and the third 
heaven is with God. He tells of this vision to again 
affirm that his message is from God. Then he also 
tells of a weakness that he asked God to take away 
from him. He has now figured out that his weakness 
demonstrates the power of God. God can even use 
flawed people like him. The Corinthians should have 
recognized Paul’s authority and listened to him, but 
Paul had to remind them. 
Everyone has weaknesses. We can only guess at 
what Paul’s was. Maybe it was a physical limitation 
or a personality flaw he couldn’t seem to overcome. 
God has the power to reverse our weaknesses, or he 
can use them to accomplish something greater. We 
can ask God to take away our weaknesses, but in the 
meantime, we can accomplish things in spite of 
them. Either way, Jesus’ power in us is shown to 
others.  

8/9/2022 Tue 2 CORINTHIANS 13 Paul intends to visit Corinth again and deal with 
those who continue to question his authority and 
message. His goal in writing is for those who are still 
his opponents to reconsider so he doesn’t have to 
correct them when he gets there. He closes the 
letter with an encouragement for them to find ways 
to get along. 
Although Paul may sound threatening, it is actually 
an attempt to avoid confrontation. He has given 
people multiple opportunities to correct themselves 
and is willing to forgive them, no matter how long it 
takes. We should follow his example. We should be 
slow to give up on someone who is headed in the 
wrong direction and always willing to take back the 
one who returns.  



8/10/2022 Wed MARK 1 
 

Mark, along with Matthew, Luke, and John are 
biographies covering the ministry of Jesus. Mark is 
written by John Mark, who at different times 
worked with both Peter and Paul. Many feel that 
Mark’s primary source for information on the 
ministry of Jesus was Peter. Matthew’s description 
of Jesus’ ministry appears to be written to Jews, 
while Mark’s seems to be written to people who 
knew much less about the Old Testament, mainly 
Gentiles. 
As is typical of Mark, the beginning of Jesus’ ministry 
is told in very brief stories. He moves from John the 
Baptist through Jesus doing a bunch of miracles in a 
rapid-fire way. All of this is used to confirm the 
ministry of Jesus. His ministry was confirmed by 
Isaiah, John and the Holy Spirit. His power is shown 
by Jesus rejecting temptation and performing 
miracles. 
The writers who record Jesus’ ministry aren’t just 
writing an interesting story. Their goal is to show 
who Jesus really was and to teach us how to live as a 
result. According to these stories, Jesus was the 
incredibly powerful and righteous Son of God. His 
story is worth reading and considering carefully.  

8/11/2022 Thurs MARK 2 Mark tells a few stories that show people are more 
important than traditions. Tearing up someone’s 
roof is a pretty drastic action, but the paralyzed man 
was more important; it was more important to talk 
to Levi and his friends than it was to avoid hanging 
out with bad people; and satisfying hunger was 
more important than the rules about resting on the 
Sabbath. 
Christianity sometimes looks like a system of dos 
and don’ts, not because of Jesus, but because of 
how Christians act. Too often Christians are better 
known for what they are against instead of being for 
people’s best. Today, how can you show acceptance 
for someone who lives differently than you do or 
take a risk to meet a need?  



8/12/2022 Fri MARK 3 In this chapter we see people who are opposed to 
Jesus and those who decide to follow Him. Both 
groups are seeing and hearing the same things but 
reacting differently. One group goes so far as to say 
Jesus is doing miracles using Satan’s (Beelzebul’s) 
power. Jesus says this sin is unforgivable. 
It is common for two people to see the same thing 
and come to very different conclusions. One person 
sees useless junk and another person sees a 
beautiful antique. In Jesus’ case, they saw the Son of 
God or a dangerous sinner. Those who saw him as a 
dangerous sinner could not possibly be forgiven, 
because they were rejecting Jesus. Jesus isn’t 
something in-between, like a great teacher or a 
really good person. He cannot have said what he 
said about himself unless he was the Son of God or a 
liar. Which is he for you?  

8/13/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/14/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/15/2022 Mon MARK 4 Jesus tells a story to illustrate the different ways 

people respond to his message. Those who reject 
him don’t always do it in the same way or for the 
same reasons, but the result is the same. For those 
who trust Jesus, the growth is amazing. A small seed 
of Jesus’ message in our lives can result in our 
personal growth, the spreading of Jesus’ message 
and the increasing development of God’s kingdom. 
Today, you have spent some time reading God’s 
Word to you. You can reject it because you think it is 
false or because you get busy and forget what you 
read. The right thing to do is to let it change you and 
grow you into a better person.  



8/16/2022 Tue MARK 5 Jesus demonstrates his power over demons, illness 
and death. Each has an interesting twist. The man 
who had the demons cast out had many demons. 
Jesus was more powerful, no matter how many 
there were. The woman only touched Jesus clothes 
and was healed. As someone who constantly bled, 
she was an outcast in her society (Leviticus 15:25-
27). She was not only healed, but restored to being 
an accepted member of society. For the girl, it 
almost seems like Jesus was waiting for her to die 
before he would arrive to raise her from the dead. 
He seemed to want to demonstrate his power to an 
even greater extent. 
These miracles are beyond amazing! Jesus is 
popular, but do people believe in him? Jesus is 
popular today too. People wear crosses, maybe 
attend church. They like the idea of Jesus, but do 
they want to follow him?  

8/17/2022 Wed MARK 6 Jesus arrives in his hometown of Nazareth and is 
mostly rejected. As a result, Jesus doesn’t do many 
miracles there. Jesus also prepares his disciples for 
when he will no longer be around by giving them 
some ministry experience of their own. King Herod 
begins to be concerned about Jesus because it is 
rumored that Jesus is John the Baptist resurrected. 
Herod was obviously feeling guilty for having 
executed John. We are also told of more of Jesus’ 
miracles. 
The fact that Jesus couldn’t do as many miracles in 
his hometown is curious. It seems the miracles 
would have been wasted on this group, since they 
already knew of his power and hadn’t believed. How 
does our lack of response to God’s message limit his 
work in our lives? Does God know that if he did 
something amazing in our lives, it wouldn’t have 
much impact on us anyway and decide not to do it? 
We all need to be more open to seeing God’s work 
in our lives and responding to those things in deeper 
and longer-lasting ways.  



8/18/2022 Thurs MARK 7 Mark groups together some stories of Jesus that 
show how he challenged the traditions of that time. 
The Pharisees, who were religious leaders, ignored 
important laws God had given in order to follow 
rules they had made up. In general, people were too 
concerned about external appearances and not 
concerned about their internal attitudes. Jesus even 
goes so far as to praise a Gentile (non-Jew) for her 
faith. This was really counter to the traditions of that 
day! 
Parents especially understand the external 
appearance and internal attitude problem. You can 
get your child to clean his room, but he might have a 
bad attitude about it. The room gets clean, but the 
child hasn’t decided that cleanliness matters. Jesus 
always emphasized internals; he commanded us to 
love our neighbor instead of giving a bunch of rules 
about how to treat our neighbor. As he said in this 
chapter, the things we do only reveal what’s on the 
inside. When you catch yourself doing something 
wrong, do you say, “I’m never doing that again” or, 
“Why did I do that?” The question gets to the 
internal attitude and is the better thing to address. 
You will need God’s help in changing the attitude. 
Thankfully, he lives in us in the form of the Holy 
Spirit.  

8/19/2022 Fri MARK 8 Jesus continues to do miracles, and the Pharisees 
ask for a sign from God. After all that Jesus has 
done, they want more! Compare this to Peter’s 
response. He was an uneducated fisherman, but had 
enough sense to see Jesus was the Christ, who had 
been promised to the Jews by God to save them. 
Mark then signals a turning point in Jesus’ ministry 
by telling us he is beginning to prepare his followers 
for his death. 
Maybe you have met someone who has said they 
would believe the Bible if one of those miracles in 
the Bible happened right in front of them. Here we 
see people who had miracles happen right in front 
of them; some believed and some didn’t. It is no 
different today. Some hear the message of Jesus and 
see how he is at work today and believe, and others 
don’t. Our message is always the same; the response 
is up to the ones hearing it.  



8/20/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/21/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/22/2022 Mon MARK 9 Jesus tells his disciples that some of them will see 

the power of God’s kingdom before death. Then six 
days later, three of them see Jesus talking with 
Moses and Elijah. Moses was the one who gave the 
Old Testament law to the Jews, and Elijah was one 
of the Old Testament’s greatest prophets. Jesus is 
being confirmed by two of the greatest spiritual 
leaders of the Old Testament. We also see a couple 
of examples of people who believe in Jesus, but still 
have a ways to go. In verse 24, a man says, “I 
believe; help my unbelief!” He is acknowledging that 
he does believe in Jesus, but his faith is not very 
solid. The disciples also have a ways to go. After all 
they have seen and heard from Jesus, they argue 
about who is greatest. 
“I believe; help my unbelief” wouldn’t be a bad 
prayer for anyone. We want to fully believe in Jesus; 
we know we should, but the circumstances of our 
lives and our own weakness of character can make it 
hard. Make it your prayer for today.  

8/23/2022 Tue MARK 10 Jesus gives some difficult instruction on divorce, 
teaching that God has intended for marriage to be 
permanent. He has a conversation with a rich man 
who wants to earn his way into heaven. Jesus sees 
this kind of self-sufficiency as something that keeps 
people from trusting Jesus. 
Taking responsibility is a good thing, but self-
sufficiency takes it too far. We need to rely on Jesus 
to take away our sin. No amount of doing good will 
ever make up for the bad things we have done.  



8/24/2022 Wed MARK 11 Jesus enters Jerusalem as its king. This reception is 
short-lived since he will be executed in less than a 
week. The fig tree requires some explanation. 
Between Jesus cursing the fig tree and Peter seeing 
it withered, Mark tells of Israel’s place of worship 
becoming a place to steal from people. The tree had 
no fruit, so Jesus curses it for being of no value. The 
clearing of the Temple shows that the nation of 
Israel no longer has any spiritual fruit, like the tree. 
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans about 40 
years later, and for the most part, those who trusted 
Jesus in the generations to come would be non-
Jews. 
Jesus judges fruitlessness pretty harshly. Israel spent 
many years being fruitless, so it’s not like one bad 
day brings destruction. But doing what God wants 
and seeing spiritual fruit as a result matters. Fruit 
could be others coming to Jesus through us or the 
growth we experience by following Jesus. If you are 
coasting through life and accomplishing nothing, 
God is not pleased.  

8/25/2022 Thurs MARK 12 Jesus tells a story of a man who leaves his vineyard 
to caretakers. The caretakers show no respect for 
the owner and even kill his son. This is another way 
Jesus points out Israel’s failure. The owner is God, 
and the caretakers are the religious leaders. Jesus is 
predicting that his death in a few days will make 
Israel worthy of destruction. The religious leaders 
then try to get Jesus in trouble by asking trick 
questions. They are designed to make him 
unpopular. Jesus doesn’t care about his popularity 
and responds to each with indisputable truth. 
Jesus also makes an important observation about 
giving. It is not the size of the gift that matters, but 
the size of the sacrifice. A big sacrifice requires more 
faith that God will provide. A big gift from a wealthy 
person that does not impact the wealthy person’s 
life doesn’t take much faith. Even a small gift from a 
poor person takes faith.  



8/26/2022 Fri MARK 13 When Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple, 
the disciples mistakenly assume that will be the final 
destruction, and Jesus will return at that point. 
When they ask Jesus to tell them when they will 
know the end is coming, he gives a description of 
events leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem 
and his return. 
As we look at our world today, we can see many of 
the signs that Jesus could be returning soon. As 
Jesus said, we can’t pinpoint when he will return, 
but we do need to be ready. Are we living life as we 
should? Have we resolved outstanding issues with 
others? Have we told our friends and loved ones 
about Jesus?  

8/27/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/28/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
8/29/2022 Mon MARK 14 This chapter goes over the events leading up to 

Jesus’ arrest. It begins with a woman covering Jesus 
in expensive perfume. This is contrasted with Judas 
who decides to betray Jesus for money. The disciples 
eat their last meal with Jesus, and he is arrested and 
taken away for trial. In the midst of all this, Peter 
denies that he even knew Jesus. 
Imagine the disappointment of Jesus in these 
events. He is about to die, and his disciples are more 
worried about money than they are about him. One 
betrays him and another denies knowing him. Only 
he knows what he is about to experience, and he 
suffers it alone. We would like to believe if we were 
there that we would have handled things better, but 
that’s not likely. We would probably have been just 
as confused and just as unfaithful. Will we stand for 
Jesus today or deny that we know him by our words 
or actions? Are we willing to sacrifice for him, like 
the woman with the perfume, or try to profit from 
him, like Judas?  

8/30/2022 Tue MARK 15 Jesus faces his final trial, is tortured, crucified and 
buried. 
We can only pause here and be amazed at the 
sacrifice Jesus made for us. We should be thankful 
that the God of the universe would love us enough 
to send his Son to die a cruel death to pay for our 
sin.  



8/31/2022 Wed MARK 16 We get a very brief description of Jesus’ 
resurrection. From verse 9 to the end of the chapter, 
it is not clear if this was originally part of Mark. 
Leaving it in or taking it out has no impact on our 
beliefs about Jesus. 
Jesus didn’t stay dead. Although he died for us, he 
also showed His power over death and our sin by 
rising again. We don’t live in the defeat of his death, 
but in the power of his resurrection!  

9/1/2022 Thurs 1 PETER 1 
 

This letter is written by Peter, one of Jesus’ 
followers, to Christians living in various regions of 
what we call Turkey today. The people Peter is 
writing to are suffering because they are Christians. 
Since they are suffering, they may be considering 
abandoning their faith and returning to the way they 
used to live. That would allow them to fit in with 
everyone else and avoid suffering. Peter reminds 
them they have a future hope in heaven, and they 
would be foolish to abandon their faith because of 
temporary suffering. 
All Christians have suffered for their faith at some 
level. Suffering could be anything from insults to 
death. Most, in a moment of weakness, have tried to 
fit in to avoid being singled out. In light of how long 
eternity is compared to this life, it doesn’t make 
sense to try to fit in now by denying our eternal 
relationship with Jesus. How can you stand for Jesus 
today without regard for the consequences?  

9/2/2022 Fri 1 PETER 2 Peter tells his readers that although Jesus was 
rejected by many, he is now the foundation on 
which their faith is built. This is a privileged position 
because it makes Christians priests who have direct 
access to God. In the Old Testament, people could 
only have access to God through official priests. 
Peter goes on to say Christians should obey those 
with authority over them. This would be very 
difficult in a time of suffering, especially if the 
suffering comes at the hands of those authorities. 
Direct access to God is something many people take 
for granted. We can pray anytime we want but 
sometimes don’t take advantage of it. We can serve 
others in the name of Jesus rather than leave it 
exclusively in the hands of church leaders.  

9/3/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 



9/4/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
9/5/2022 Mon 1 PETER 3 After encouraging Christians to obey their 

government leaders and masters in the last chapter, 
he tells Christian husbands and wives how to treat 
their spouses. He gives a bit more insight here by 
pointing out that people will be won for Christ by 
our selfless character. He admits it is hard to do this, 
but it will make us like Christ, who suffered even 
though he was completely righteous. 
It takes humility to react positively to negative 
treatment. The natural response is revenge, lack of 
cooperation or complaining. The next time you are 
treated unfairly will be an opportunity to show your 
godly character or lack of it.  

9/6/2022 Tue 1 PETER 4 Peter says the Christians suffering at the hands of 
sinners is due to the Christian’s lack of participation 
in sinful activities. If you suffer because you did 
something wrong, there is no honor in that. If you 
suffer for doing the right things, that’s an honor. 
There can be a fine line between suffering for the 
right or wrong reason sometimes. Suffering because 
you refused to do something wrong is honorable. 
Suffering because you are disrespectful of those 
who do wrong things isn’t.  

9/7/2022 Wed 1 PETER 5 Peter tells the church leaders, called elders, they 
should not lead for their own personal gain. He tells 
those who are not leaders to make sure they follow 
their leaders’ direction. Both are done as a way of 
obeying God. 
Leaders sometimes forget why they are leading. 
When it becomes about control, it’s time to stop 
being a leader. Leadership in a church is about 
making other people successful in their relationship 
with Jesus. For those who have this kind of leader 
over them, it is important to follow their lead.  



9/8/2022 Thurs 2 PETER 1 
 

This letter is also written by Peter. He tells his 
readers that in Jesus they have everything they need 
to live life in a godly way. They now have the power 
to avoid sin and to continually become godlier. He 
reminds them, as one who was with Jesus during His 
ministry, that he knows for sure Jesus performed 
and taught the things that have been told about 
Him. He also says that we can rely on Scripture (the 
Bible) because it was given to us by God. 
We have been given all we need to live godly lives. 
It’s easy to use excuses like having a bad upbringing, 
old habits, or the devil, but we can overcome these 
things because of Jesus’ presence in our lives.  

9/9/2022 Fri 2 PETER 2 Peter has incredibly harsh words for false teachers. 
Their immoral and selfish behaviors make it evident 
they are not teaching the truth. 
Remaining solidly anchored to the truth is very 
important! Peter closed out the last chapter with a 
reminder that we can rely on the Bible as the true 
source of God’s Word. It is our source for the right 
things to believe and do.  

9/10/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
9/11/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
9/12/2022 Mon 2 PETER 3 Those who would want to turn people from their 

faith point to the promise that Jesus will return and 
wonder why it hasn’t happened yet. If they were 
asking that question during Peter’s life, how much 
more almost 2000 years later? He lets them know 
Jesus could return at any time, or he could wait 
much longer as he lovingly waits for more to come 
to him. However, we should live in the certainty that 
it will happen. 
We look forward to Jesus’ return, but we also realize 
that when he does, it is the end for those who have 
not believed. When is the right time? We need to 
rely on God to make the perfect choice. However, 
we need to live knowing the end could come for us 
at any moment. What do you want to be doing? 
Who do you still need to tell about Jesus?  



9/13/2022 Tue EPHESIANS 1 Paul wrote Ephesians to the church or churches 
around Ephesus. Ephesus is in what we call Turkey 
today. We can read about Paul planting the church 
in Ephesus in Acts 18-20. Paul begins the book by 
reviewing the great things we have received as a 
result of trusting Jesus. He lists so many powerful 
things, it is overwhelming! 
In our day to day lives, it is easy to get lost in all the 
things we need to do and all the problems we 
encounter. Paul reminds us of the major benefits we 
receive by trusting Jesus. If we could somehow focus 
on those, we would live life in joy and gratitude. 
Take note of a few of your favorites, and think about 
those as you go through your day.  

9/14/2022 Wed EPHESIANS 2 Before Paul’s readers came to Christ, they were 
involved in many shameful behaviors. They didn’t 
deserve Jesus’ salvation, but it was given to them as 
a gift. The Gentiles or non-Jews were especially 
distant from God because of their worship of other 
gods, but now both Jews and Gentiles can come to 
God in the same way through Jesus. 
Maybe you can relate to Paul’s description of wrong 
behaviors before coming to Christ. Even people who 
lived pretty good lives before Jesus can recognize 
they have come a long way. It’s another reason we 
can be thankful for Jesus’ role in our lives. We can 
take note of things we used to be and do and be 
glad they are in our past.  

9/15/2022 Thurs EPHESIANS 3 Paul is amazed that God has called him to bring the 
message of Jesus to Gentiles. Having been raised as 
a Jew, he didn’t see this coming. For him, there was 
always a strict line of division between Jews and 
Gentiles. Now he gets the chance to introduce 
everyone to Jesus regardless of their heritage. He 
prays his readers will grow stronger in their faith. 
We have the same privilege as Paul. We can take the 
message of Jesus to anyone; the worst of sinners, 
the poorest of people, those we don’t like, and 
those who seem least likely to listen.  



9/16/2022 Fri EPHESIANS 4 Paul tells his readers they should be living 
completely different lives as a result of having Jesus. 
Their lives should be about growing spiritually and 
helping others to do the same. He gives an amazing 
example of this kind of life-change by saying a 
person who was a thief before trusting Jesus would 
not only stop stealing, but work hard so he can give 
to others. 
Has your life changed that drastically? Christians 
don’t just go from doing bad things to not doing bad 
things; they should be going all the way to doing 
good things. Are there ways you could be doing 
more good for others?  

9/17/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
9/18/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
9/19/2022 Mon EPHESIANS 5 Paul challenges his readers to walk in love and avoid 

sinful behaviors. He also gives advice to husbands 
and wives. He says marriage is a picture of the 
relationship between Jesus and the Church. It’s a 
relationship of self-sacrifice on both sides and each 
wanting what is best for the other. 
Walking in love allows us to avoid sin and leads to 
harmony in our marriages. Too often we consider 
ourselves before others, which leads to sin and 
conflict. How can we love better today?  

9/20/2022 Tue EPHESIANS 6 Paul talks about other relationships where harmony 
should be present. He then advises us to put on the 
armor of God. We need protection in order to do 
battle against Satan who is trying to destroy the 
relationship we should have with God and others. 
Our armor is on the front. The expectation is we will 
be advancing, not retreating. We have God’s power 
in us, so there is no need to retreat.  



9/21/2022 Wed PHILIPPIANS 1 
 

Paul is writing to another church he founded in 
Philippi. He wants to encourage them to continue to 
grow in their faith. Paul is currently in prison, but he 
is not complaining. He is happy he can suffer for the 
sake of his ministry. He feels suffering for Jesus 
allows others to see that He is more important to 
him than anything. 
If you were to be imprisoned for Jesus, would it 
make you happy? Paul has given up everything for 
Jesus and is happy to have done it. It takes a steady 
focus on Jesus to live life this way. Paul is a great 
example to follow!  

9/22/2022 Thurs PHILIPPIANS 2 Jesus is a great example of humility. He left the glory 
of heaven to become a man - and not even a well-
respected one. Those who have the same kind of 
humility continue in their faith without complaining. 
They are an example of how to live the Christian life 
well. 
Christ’s level of humility is not one we often reach, 
but it should be one we desire. When insulted, 
disrespected or ignored, remember Christ suffered 
much more and did so willingly on our behalf. Do 
you feel God owes you a comfortable life, or would 
you suffer for Jesus like Paul?  

9/23/2022 Fri PHILIPPIANS 3 Paul had been a well-educated Jewish leader before 
he trusted Christ. He points out that if someone has 
reason to be proud of his accomplishments, it would 
be him. He realizes none of it counts for anything 
when compared to his relationship with Jesus. He 
tells them to forget their past mistakes and 
accomplishments and strive to be the best God 
would have them to be. 
It’s hard not to dwell on our past. Sometimes it’s 
guilt over a past mistake or pride over a success. Our 
best option is to look at where we are going and 
work hard to get there in the best possible way.  

9/24/2022 Sat  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 
9/25/2022 Sun  Today is a day for catch-up or reflection 



9/26/2022 Mon PHILIPPIANS 4 Paul thanks the Philippians for their gift to him. He 
encourages them to not worry, but to instead be 
thankful and rejoice. 
Not worrying is hard for most. There always seem to 
be so much that could cause worry. If we 
concentrated on being thankful and rejoicing, think 
how much happier we would be. If Paul could write 
this from prison, how much more thankful can we 
be in our situation?  

9/27/2022 Tue COLOSSIANS 1 
 

Paul writes to the church in Colossae, which he 
played a part in founding. His main theme is to teach 
that Jesus is above everything in creation. It is Jesus 
who has taken people from their sinful state to one 
of righteousness that is acceptable to God. Paul is 
happy to be suffering for the sake of Jesus. 
One of Jesus’ greatest accomplishments was to save 
us! He took sinners like us and paid for everything 
we ever did or will do wrong. One day we will be in 
heaven, and we will spend eternity praising him. 
Today, we do it less perfectly, but we can still praise 
him.  

9/28/2022 Wed COLOSSIANS 2 Paul encourages his readers to be deeply rooted in 
Jesus and not to be turned away by those who teach 
false things. 
Being deeply rooted in Jesus requires us to focus on 
him. Reading the Bible, praying and getting together 
with others who believe in Jesus are great ways to 
better establish our faith. Ignoring these things 
makes it easier for us to get distracted from him.  

9/29/2022 Thurs COLOSSIANS 3 Paul advises them to put off behaviors that are sinful 
and put on ones that are righteous. It’s like taking 
off dirty clothes and putting on clean ones. They 
should want to be rid of these harmful things. As 
Paul did in Ephesians, he reminds them that 
harmony in relationships should also be true of 
them. 
Putting off sin is harder than it sounds. Sin looks 
pretty good sometimes. Making this a reality in our 
lives requires us to look to Jesus.  



9/30/2022 Fri COLOSSIANS 4 Paul encourages a life of prayer and continuing to 
reach others for Jesus. He closes the letter with 
some personal greetings. 
Paul wants the Colossians to be as active reaching 
people for Jesus as he is. They need to be wise in 
dealing with those outside the church and be ready 
to answer their questions. We need to do the same.  

 


