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District 2 Softball Umpire News – About this Newsletter

· 3 types of officials
· Rulebook knowledge
· Umpire Attire Resource
· Clinic Reminder

3 Types of Officials
It may sound elementary, but for the most part there are three types of officials: rulebook attorneys, freelancers and a balance of both. 
It has been my experiences over the years when you first become an official you have no idea which one you will become. I believe the kind of person you are and your characteristics will mold you into one of three types of officials.
The rulebook attorneys are hypercritical. They memorize the rules, can quote casebook plays precisely without hesitation and are predominantly reactionary officials. When they see something happen, they react quickly; they apply the rule under all situations and move on to the next play. They are analytical in their officiating approach, almost engineering-like, never a variation.
Freelancers are not as well-versed, and usually study the rules only when they have to. They like to shoot from the hip and always try to “do the right thing,” no matter what the rulebook might say. They communicate more effectively with players and coaches and are less effective making quotes from the rulebook. They get through their games using common sense and cleverness.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Balanced officials are the best of both worlds, merging the positive traits of the other two. They know the rules, apply them wisely and communicate effectively. These officials have “a balanced officiating philosophy.” 
Remember to remain adaptable to game situations and to maintain a balanced officiating philosophy at all times. Develop techniques to achieve your goals without having to invoke your dominance. Balanced officials can make adjustments to each level they are working.
We are students of the game and our pursuit of “wisdom and knowledge” for each individual sport is continuous, so that we become better officials.
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Rulebook Knowledge
The most basic requirement of officiating is knowledge of the rules. Rules provide an agreement of understanding to competition. Rulebooks only prescribe what should be done when an event occurs. You can find out what is legal and not legal within the framework of the rules, but you have to learn and understand where and when to apply its content. Only through experience do you acquire the knowledge to identify each event. The intent of the rules and the enforcement of the rules have to meet the actions of the athletes. Part of the ability to officiate becomes being able to make the rules work within the game situation you have.
Umpire Attire Resource
Below is a link for equipment and attire that Softball Canada recommends. As I said before if you’re working at RMSL they do supply some of this equipment. When you first start umpiring you can keep your costs down by using a dark blue pant and sky blue top.  Make sure the pants and top are large enough to allow for protective equipment under your uniform when you do games behind the plate.  
https://www.kahunaverse.com/sports/baseball-softball/umpire.html
Reminder
There will be a clinic held in Regina. Must be minimum of 12yrs old.
Date: Sunday April 19th, 2020
Time: 8:30 am Registration & 9:00 am Start
Place: Martin Collegiate, 1100 McIntosh St. Regina, Sk
Normally the cost to start is $87 but RMSL will cover the cost of all new umpires who umpire in the league. They also supply some of the umpire equipment and apparel.
Any questions contact Duane Bakken-District 2 UIC at djbakken@sasktel.net or phone 306-551-3069
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