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Using the lesson plan and Google Arts & Culture resources

This lesson plan is designed to support you as you explore Google Arts & Culture Stories and exhibitions related to the lesson topic. The
images you will see here are just a sample of the media—texts, images, audio, and video—available to you on the Google Arts & Culture
website and app. As the lesson uses only resources found on GA&C, it cannot present every aspect of a given topic. A parent or teacher
might be guiding you through the lesson, or you might choose to complete it on your own.

All you need to access the lesson is an internet connection and a web browser or the Google Arts & Culture app. You may want to take
notes, either digitally or with paper and pen.

The lesson plan has an introduction, which will describe the topic and provide some background information that will help you
understand what you are seeing, hearing, and reading. Then the lesson will take you on a journey from one Story to another, fill in some
details along the way, and pose questions that will help you focus on important ideas. A quiz and a link for exploring the topic further are
followed by ideas for projects related to the lesson topic that you can do at home or in the classroom.

As noted, the lesson plan includes questions about the main Stories, and there is also a quiz. You will want to write answers to the
qguestions in a notebook or on a piece of paper. Then, you can check all your answers when you've finished the lesson.

Resources on the Google Arts & Culture website include Themes, Stories, Museum Views, items, and images.

% Themes bring together Stories, exhibitions, collections, images, audio, and video files that relate to a topic.
% In a Story, clicking on the arrows on the right and left sides of a slide will move you forward and backward. Just keep clicking to keep
moving forward. (Note that in some Stories, you scroll up and down.) Audio and videos on slides will play automatically. Clicking on

an image title will take you to a page with more information about it.
* In Museum Views, you move through a 3D space. Click to move forward. Click, hold, and move the cursor left or right to turn.
» An item will take you to an individual image, where you can zoom in and sometimes read more about the image.



In this lesson, you will learn about:

J/

 Gilberto Gil’s life and his influences from
Brazil and around the world.

Gil's musical styles and instrumentation.

Gil's unofficial and official roles as a leader of
Brazilian art and culture.

» Gil's masterful lyrics and their inspiration.
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You will:

J/

% Explore some stories and exhibits about
Gilberto Gil and his life and work.

% Answer some questions about what you have

seen and read.

This lesson will take 45-60 minutes to complete.

“Gilberto Gil durante show na década de 1970,” 1973.
Instituto Gilberto Gil.



https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/gilberto-gil-durante-show-na-d%C3%A9cada-de-1970/WgGpUd0eJ-d14A

“Gilberto Gil em show na década de 1960,” ~1960. Instituto Gilberto Gil

Learn Together: Gilberto Gil

Gilberto Gil is an icon of Brazilian music. His
career spans decades, beginning with popular
television appearances in the 1960s. He was a
founding member of the politically conscious
and experimental Tropicalia movement, and
became a symbol of the Brazilian spirit when
he was forced to live in exile. His travels to
Africa and Jamaica inspired him to promote
Black heritage, and his ongoing activism led to
a position as Brazil's Minister of Culture.

All the while, Gil wrote thoughtful, playful, and
beautiful Brazilian pop songs that became
beloved hits. His work continues today,
despite health issues and the Covid-19
pandemic.

As you view the exhibits and stories in this
lesson, think about these questions:

% How did Gilberto Gil's life and biography
influence his music?

% How does Gil incorporate politics and
activism into his art?

% What made Gil's music so beloved in
Brazil and around the world?


https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/gilberto-gil-em-show-na-d%C3%A9cada-de-1960/0AHgdkn9aHnwtA

The Places of Gilberto Gil’s Life

Throughout his life, Gilberto Gil has felt a strong sense of place. His childhood in
Bahia influenced him through both its beautiful landscapes and traditional music
and culture. As a teenager in Salvador, Bahia, Gil explored the region’s vibrant
music scene.

Gil was a gifted student. After completing college, he began a career as a
manager at the company Gessy Lever. But his passion and talent for music led
him to pursue it as a career.

Gil's musical career took him across Brazil and eventually around the world. In
exile in London, he encountered Jamaican reggae musicians, and eventually
recorded in Jamaica. He visited the African nations of Nigeria and Benin. And he
toured throughout Europe and North America.

Read this overview of Gilberto Gil's life and music. Then come back and answer
the questions.

1. What musicians from Bahia influenced the young Gilberto Gil?
2. What was Gil’s family background, and how did it shape his early career?
3. Why did Gil connect so strongly with musicians from Jamaica and Africa?

“Gilberto Gil aos quatro anos de idade,” 1946. Instituto Gilberto Gil
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A Musician with Many Styles

Gilberto Gil's music is broad and diverse. As a child, he
learned traditional Brazilian accordion before switching to
classical guitar. The acoustic guitar is his main instrument
for composing and recording.

Gil started with the beautiful traditional music of Brazil,
including samba and bossa nova, but began to incorporate
other styles. After first rejecting the electric guitar, he later
embraced it and began including elements of rock and jazz.
Inspired by reggae, he eventually recorded with Bob
Marley’s legendary band, the Wailers. He incorporated
African beats and instrumentation after visiting the
continent.

After exploring exhibits about Gil's musical career, come
back to answer these questions:

1. What musical movement combined Brazilian music with
experimental music and rock?

2. What two styles of music did Gil explore most while in
exile in London?

3. What were Gil's “Re” albums?

Clockwise from top left: “Gilberto Gil em apresentacao na TV Excelsior,” 1966.
“Gilberto Gil em apresentacao na década de 1960,” 1968.

“Gilberto Gil em show com Doces Barbaros,” 1976.

“Gilberto Gil em show a época do album Realce,” 1979.

“Gilberto Gil durante seu show na primeria edicao do Rock in Rio,” 1985.

All photos © Instituto Gilberto Gil 6
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A Man of Words

While Gilberto Gil's music jumps from style to style,
one part remains consistent: his masterful lyrics.
Even as a young man, Gil was a gifted writer. From
the beginning of his career, his songwriting was
intelligent, playful, and meaningful.

Some of Gil's biggest hits use symbols to express
his state of mind, or create cinematic images
through storytelling. His words have a particular
depth in Brazil. He frequently describes Brazil's
natural beauty, often as symbols of the nation’s
history, culture, politics, and people.

Gilberto Gil also expresses his personal life in
poetic terms. He writes songs dedicated to his
friends, his large family, and even doctors who have
treated him.

This Story describes Gilberto’s unique and poetic
use of wordplay. After exploring the links, come
back and answer these questions.

T — “Gilberto Gil em fotos de divulgacido do album Realce,” 1979.

Instituto Gilberto Gil
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1. What experience did Gil describe in his hit song “Aquele abrago™ “Rascunho da musica Corintia. de Gilberto Gil.” 1978. Instituto

2. What songs did Gil write for his wives, and what do they express? Gilberto Gil
3. How does poetry influence Gilberto Gil’s lyrics? 7
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“Gilberto Gil discursa no lancamento da Politica Nacional de Museus, ao lado de Marcio

Meira, entre outros,” 2003. Instituto Gilberto Gil

Minister of Culture

Throughout his life, Gilberto Gil has been
politically outspoken. He expressed pride in his
Black heritage and emphasized the contribution
of African musicians and styles in Brazil. He
participated in marches and protests on Brazilian
political issues. He spoke directly in favor of—or
against—specific politicians. And, as a talented
public speaker, he held political office himself.

As early as 1979, Gil was part of the Council of
Culture in the state of Bahia. In 1988, he won
election as a city councilor in Salvador, Bahia. And
in 2003, he accepted a position as the Minister of
Culture under Brazilian president Luis Inacio Lula
da Silva.

Read about Gil's political career here, and then
come back and answer the questions.

1. What were Gil's goals as Minister of Culture?

2. How did Gil's background and family influence
his political activism?

3. What other causes did Gil support during his
political life?


https://artsandculture.google.com/story/mgXRwWthmJ4dMQ
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/0wVhLt2p5E7Sgw
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Quiz

Read the questions and write your answer in your notebook or on a piece of paper.

Where in Bahia did Gilberto Gil grow up, and how did those places influence him?
How did Gilberto Gil's time in London change his life and career?
Why did Gil choose to switch from the accordion to the guitar?

What role did reggae play in Gil's music?
How do Gil's personal relationships influence his music?
What technique does Gilberto Gil use to describe Brazil and its people?

What role did Gilberto Gil play in Brazilian government in 2003?
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How did Gil work to represent all Brazilians as a government official?

Explore Further

You have learned a few of the basics about Gilberto Gil, but there is much more to discover. To learn
more about his life, his music, his activism, and his role in Brazil, click here.


https://artsandculture.google.com/project/gilberto-gil?e_sheets=gilberto-gil%3ACamila%20-%20April%20draft

It’s Your Turn!

In this lesson, you learned a little about
Gilberto Gil's life and music. Here are
some ideas for projects that you can do
at home or in the classroom.

% Find recordings of videos of Gilberto
Gil's music. Listen to the music and
write a short journal entry about
how it makes you feel.

% Write a song that describes how you
feel about where you live or where
you grew up. Use images of that
place in the lyrics. What musical
style do you think would best
represent your home?

+» Research other music from Brazil,
such as traditional samba and
bossa nova, through today's pop
music. Create a flow chart or
diagram that shows how Gilberto Gil
was influenced by or influenced that
music.

“Gilberto Gil durante seu periodo de exilio em Londres,” 1970. Instituto Gilberto Gil
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Answers
The Places of Gilberto Gil’s Life

1. Gilberto Gil was influenced by musicians Luiz Gozaga and Joao
Gilberto, among others.

2.  Gil's family were professionals who valued politics and education. Gil
completed college and had a career as a business manager before
becoming a professional musician.

3. Gilberto Gil is Black and the descendant of enslaved Africans, as are
most Jamaicans. He felt that Africa held his cultural roots.

A Musician with Many Styles

1. The Tropicalia movement combined Brazilian music with rock and
experimental sounds.

2. While in London, Gilberto Gil explored classic rock and reggae.

3. Gilberto Gil's “Re” albums are Refazenda, Refavela, and Realce, along
with Refestanca. In them, he explores the history of music and culture
and how it affects the world today, including Brazil's history and
politics, African roots, and American influence.

A Man of Words

1. In“Aquele abraco,” Gil describes being released from his arrest and
knowing that he will have to leave Brazil, but expressing love and
forgiveness for the country.

2. Gil wrote many songs for his wives, including “Sandra” and “Drao” for
his third wife, describing first their love, then the sadness of their
breakup. He also wrote many devoted songs to his current wife, Flora.

3. Gil uses poetic techniques such as repeating words, changing the
meaning of words, and creating new words.

Minister of Culture

1.

Gil promised to invest in diversity in the arts and culture in Brazil.

2. When Gil was growing up, his family achieved professional success

when Black people had few opportunities. This led Gil to value diversity
and representation.

Gil supported the right to vote, direct elections of the President, and
diversity during his political life.

Quiz

1.

2.

=

Gil grew up in ltuagu and Salvador in Bahia. The landscape of Ituagu
and the musical and folk culture of Bahia were strong influences.

In London, Gil worked with musicians from around the world, adding
their musical styles to his own. But he also longed for Brazil and wrote
many songs about his homeland.

Gil switched to guitar after being inspired by musician Joao Gilberto.
Gil was strongly influenced by reggae. He added reggae beats and
elements to his music, and collaborated with reggae musicians like
The Walilers.

Gil writes about many of his personal relationships in his songs,
including his wives, his parents, his children, and his friends.

Gil often describes Brazil and its people in terms of the natural
landscape or its plants.

Gil was appointed the Minister of Culture in 2003.

Gil visited many different areas and groups in Brazil and promoted the
music and art of diverse groups of people.
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