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I ntroduction?

Our knowledge of French four-course Renaissance guitar music comes from only three
extant sources. The earliest consist of (1) five books of music and one tutor published 1551-1555
by Le Roy & Balard and (2) four books of tablature published 1551-1553 by Fezandat, both
publisherslocated in Paris. All have survived except the tutor, which probably contained pieces of
music: Adrian Le Roy, Briefve et facile instruction pour apprendre la tabulature a bien accorder,
conduire et disposer la main sur la guiterne (Brown [1551],)°. (Modern facsimile editions of all
nine extant music books have been published® but are now, unfortunately, out of print.)

Less than two decades after this efflorescence the third source appeared. Pierre Phalese
published a collection in Louvain based on Le Roy & Ballard prints, titled Selectissima
Elegantissmaque Guiterna Carmina . . . (Brown 1570,). This book consisted of six pages of
beginners' instruction for the four-course guitar (in Latin) followed by 80 folios of tablature: 108
pieces. The Tree Edition facsimileis the first modern publication of thisimportant print.

Although Phal ése shows no composer attributions, Brown indicatesthat all but 32 of these
pieces are copies from Le Roy & Ballard's five surviving books:

o PREMIERE LIVRE DE TABULATURE DE GUITERRE . . . . (1551,): 26 pieces
— fantasies, dances, and chanson intabulations by Adrian Le Roy (¢.1520-1598).

. SECOND LIVREDE GUITERRE. . .. (1556,): 23 voix devilles, arrangements of
chansons for voice and/or guitar by Le Roy.

o TIERS LIVRE DE TABULATURE DE GUITERRE . . . . (1552,): 32 pieces —
preludes, dances, and chanson intabul ations by Le Roy.

o QUART LIVRE DE TABULATURE DE GUITERRE . . . . (1553,): 20 pieces —
fantasies and intabulations of psalmsand chansons by Gregoire Brayssing (fl.1547—
60).

CINQIESME LIVREDE GUITERRE. . .. (1554,): 20 voix devilles, arrangements
of chansons for voice and/or guitar by Le Roy.

The inclusion of over 30 voix de villes from Le Roy’s Books Il and V is significant to the
modern performer. These arrangements of chansons were originally published with asingle voice
part in mensural notation on the left page, and a guitar part, which included a slightly elaborated
version of the vocal line, on the right. In Phalese, the guitar part printed by itself indicates a
performance practice of playing these chanson arrangements as guitar solos.

The Tree Edition facsimile of Selectissima gives us access to 76 pieces by Le Roy from
valuable books now not readily available. But what can be said about those 32, 1ost” pieceswith no
known guitar concordances? In an articlethat delved deeply into Selectissima, Daniel Heartz posited
the theory that it was in fact a Latin adaptation of the lost Le Roy guitar tutor, pointing out that a
great majority of the music had actually come from Le Roy’s previously published books®. Heartz's
proposition that the tutorial section of the Phalése print isatransation from the lost tutor has since
been disproved®. However, his assertion about Le Roy’sauthorship of all 32 of the,,lost” pieces has
demonstrable merit.



Four of the 32 pieces are guitar arrangements based on instrumental or vocal models. The
remaining 28 are dances. Following are the folio numbers and titles of these tablatures:

Arrangements®:

67 Troisieme gaillarde milanoise
69Gaillarde Milanoise
70Gaillarde Milanoise

Tiv Branle alafontaine du pré

Original Dances:

57v Pavane des Bouffons

58 Gaillarde des Bouffons

58 Pavane Romanesque

58v Gaillarde de la precendente pavane
59 Passemese

59v Almande. Les Bouffons

59v Plus diminuée

61 Almande

61v Almande

63v Caracossagaillarda

63v Plus diminuée

65 Gaillardela Roque €l fuze
66 Premiere gaillarde milanoise
66V Second gaillarde milanoise
67v [Gaillarde la Romanesgue.] Plus diminuée
69v [Gaillarde.] Plus diminuée
75v Branle de lanonneste

76 Branle des Lavenieres

76 Branle delaBergerre

76v Branle d’ ecosse

77 [Branle gay.] Plus diminuée
Tiv Branle moresque

78 Branle delatorche
78v Branle du beau Robert
79 Branle. Tenez vos amours secretes

79v Matachins
79v Branle
80 Branle des Bergers



The reader will notice that five of the dances are marked ,, plus diminuée”, indicating an
elaboration of the preceding piece. Thistype of pairing is a halmark of Le Roy’s publications of
1551: the first book for guitar (1551,), the first book for lute (1551,), and the cittern tutor (1565,)
originally publishedin 1551". (Thelost guitar tutor was also published in 1551.) Asfar asweknow,
no other French Renaissance composer for the lute or guitar wrote any paired piecesin thisformat.
Essentially, the imaginative Le Roy was carrying techniques of elaborate vocal intabulations over
to the dance. Inheriting innovative lute techniques from Albert de Rippe (¢.1500-1551) during his
famous Parisian years, Le Roy took de Rippe’svirtuoso passage work astep further in what Douglas
Alton Smith terms ,, much more exuberant diminution.” Le Roy’s novel techniques also included
broken chords, unusual and unpredictable rhythms often created by syncopated interplay between
voices, and broken textures®. (Essentially, Le Roy produced an incipient type of style brisé)

Asfar aswastechnically possible, Le Roy applied these to the four-course guitar. Playing
each of the five pieces mentioned above with its preceding model reveals the same high-spirited
style, impulsive energy, rhythmic sophistication, and melodic inventiveness found the pairings of
LeRoy’'sPREMIERE LIVRE. Thistextual and stylistic evidence pointsto Le Roy asthe composer.®

Theclassified table of contentsin the present edition givesusapicture of guitarists musical
tastes around 1570, at least in the view of one of the most successful publishers of the time.
Predictably, dances occupy the lion’s share of space (over 50%), comprising pavanes, pavane-
gaillard pairs, amandes, single gaillards, branles, and one each tourdion, passamese, and matachins.
Only six fantasies are included, but they are varied in length, complexity, and style. A seven-page
battle piece, ,Laguerre, faitte aplaisir also graces these pages, composed by Gregoire Brayssing
(who actually fled Germany because of war). Perhaps a little surprising, given the Renaissance
guitar’s limited range, is the large sampling of vocal intabulations. Forty-five chansons are
represented, mirroring the work of composers popular in Paris and elsewhere: Sandrin, Sermisy,
Certon, Arcadelt, Jannequin, Le Roy, and others. Five motets round out the series of intabulations.

The original edition is also an important source of iconography. The detailed engraving of
and elaborate Renaissance guitar (p. ii and iv of the present edition) isone of only about five extant
illustrations of the four-course guitar. It was subsequently copied and inserted into Mersenne’'s
Harmonie Universelle (Paris, 1636).

The guitar tutorial in Selectissima is a prize document in the all-too-sparse canon of the
Renaissance guitar. Heartz's English trandation? is, therefore, very valuable to us. Through the
courtesy of The Galpin Society, it is reproduced below.

— Michadl Fink



Brief but Very Useful Instruction
by which Everyone Reading It
Will Easily Receive Under standing
about Playing the Guitar



THE FIRST RULE

First and foremost it is necessary to know that the compass of tones is
comprised within the limits of four strings or cords (which are every-
where seen and observed as seven) because the first three, beginning
with the First Bass are doubled, these being six in number. The last, in
truth, which makes the seventh string (called commonly the quinta) is
single and simple but the double strings are considered in the same
manner as the single, and so those three double strings are worth as
much as a single, that is, the end one which is single.

THE SECOND RULE

The four courses therefore we shall express in this little book by four
straight lines so that the first line or highest signifies the highest string
which we said was called guinta. The second line denotes the second
course. The third line represents the third course to be sure, which
consists of a small and larger string. It is commonly called the Second
Bass. Finally, the fourth line designates the fourth and last course com-
prising as many strings as the preceding, and is called the First Bass in
practice.

THE THIRD RULE

Because these four courses were not sufficient to express all the different
voices unless somehow there could be several diverse tones, it was
necessary to invent a way by means of which every string would be able
to render various and multiple pitches. Therefore, in the neck of this
same guitar spaces [henceforth translated as frets] are perceived at
certain fixed intervals, to which are applied the fingers of the left
hand, while the right in plucking, produces various tones from high
to low.

THE FOURTH RULE

The frets on the neck of the guitar are represented by eight transverse
lines and these eight on the neck are indicated by eight letters in the
order of the alphabet, in this manner: bcdefghi.

THE FIFTH RULE

The first fret is designated by the letter b, the second by the ¢, the
third by d and so on until the eighth and last fret which is designated
by i, as you may see very well from the figure overleaf (Fig. 1):



THE SIXTH RULE

As to the letter 4, we do not enumerate it among the aforementioned
eight, because this letter indicates the plucking of a string not stopped
by the fingers of the left hand, and if there are several a’s in place of one,
all are plucked similarly without the application of the left hand.

Example:

—&- g:_a &
I A AP

THE SEVENTH RULE

Next it is to be understood concerning the rest of the letters, b, ¢, d, e, f,
g, and so forth, that when two or three or more letters are placed one
over another, it behoves one to pluck two or three or more together
and likewise to apply as many fingers of the left hand as there are
letters. Example:

THE EIGHTH RULE

It is also necessary to know that following the letter i (which corres-
ponds to the last fret, we said) the letters k [ m n and the rest have no
fixed fret on the neck of the guitar, and when they occur in tablature as
occasionally happens, they are to be played according to their order,
just as if they did correspond to fixed frets. In truth, this concerns the
virtuosi and those who have long practice in the art. Wherever they
occur these players render them in such a manner and so perfectly as if
they corresponded to frets on the fingerboard. Example:

e ;;___: e

I0



OF TIME AND OF RESTS

Now it is indeed timely to draw in the whole subject of the measuring
of time which we say to be the second condition in music, and which
adds not a little to the elegance of harmony in the variation of fast and
slow. If indeed the spirits of the hearers are greatly moved by this, it
will give pleasure no matter what the affection. Thus sad spirits are
moved by the sound of slow and grave motion. On the other hand,
spirits are stirred to joy when the music is lively. However, we shall
rather explain here the time and mensuration of notes and song. Seeing
that the sounds of the guitar continue not at all long after the plucking
of the string, the music of this instrument makes use of fewer different
values than does the voice. Here neither Maxims, nor Longs nor
Breves are used for the reason just given; rather, the longest value
notated is the Semibreve, and we therefore call it the primary tempus
(tempus unum) on the guitar, and beat it thus with hand or foot. This
note value is written 4 and is divided various ways, first in two, as is
shown in such notes [*]*. These two signs make up one tempus. Then,
each single note is further divided in two, which notes are as follows
R R R Rpor written conjunctly (. These notes and divisions of the
tempus were enough for the sweetness of the harmony, but true
elegance demands still further artifice. Thus one tempus is divided into

eight parts, which is notated as follows & E E E E E R R or con-
junctly B EF9- Eight such notes must be plucked in the space

of one tempus. And in fact sometimes they pluck sixteen in a single
tempus, and these are written as follows [FEE FER BEEREEH. Finally it
should be known that a note to which a dot is added at the side is
augmented by half its value, thus [} is worth as much as[Mp . And R
is worth as much as R B This measure which we have been describing
is the meter much more common in popular use and is called imperfect
by musicians. There is another which they call perfect time, when one
tempus contains exactly three notes of which each is divided, on the
other hand, into two smaller ones. And so there will be no mistaking
we use this sign of perfection 2 . This signifies that PP are worth one
tempus or stand in place ofqe, orq p. To these correspond in value
FH Ror finally R B3 B - And the value of these notes lasts
throughout the piece where the sign of perfect mensuration shall be
found, or until the other sign of imperfect mensuration may occur
the value of which we have previously explained. Concerning all these
things, through different mensurations, see the following, first tempus

impcrfectum:d:'] M PR MPH FFRABR PH EFRBEH

. Here follows

I1I



4

1]

the different varieties of tempus perfectum: 3 1 l‘ Mk 1
FRT T

And if any one of these notes occurs which does not have a letter
under itself, it signifies that it should cease for as much time as it would
occupy in the piece. For thus are we accustomed to notate rests. The
guitar is satisfied in this manner. Because they do not make distinctions
of major and minor modus and other distinctions of this sort which the
'Musicus uses and which contrive more art than nature exhibits. Where-
fore let this suffice for an introduction. The rest which indeed belongs to
elegance and artifice should be added by frequent practice and increased
skill.

There are certain other signs which ought not to be ignored, such
as the sign ]f¢ which means repeat the piece from the beginning up to
the place where this sign is located @ which requires the longest sound
of which the guitar is capable without pausing. It is placed at the end
and makes the last note long ad libitum.

[PH

THE MANNER OF STRINGING THE GUITAR

Lastly, in order to aid the lovers of music as much as we can, we
append something by which whoever must string the guitar himself
may easily learn to do so. In the first place the smaller strings [sic] of
the First Bass ought to be stretched as high as possible and comfortable
without breaking, then the larger string is stretched to the octave below
the previous. Next the adjacent string you should so tune that if you
apply the finger of the left hand on the f fret of the fourth course or
First Bass, you will draw out the smaller strings so that the sound will
be equal to that given forth from the preceding smaller string when no
finger is applied. The larger is separated from the smaller in the manner
previously stated. Then you will stretch the second course so that when
the finger is moved back to the e fret of the third course, the sound shall
be like the sound of the third course, especially in fact like that which is
given forth from the smaller ones. The first string will then give back a
unison when the f fret of the second course is stopped. These things
properly observed, you will find the guitar as perfectly tuned as
possible, after the figure of the following example:

-
a
e F-

&
—F

12



Another way of tuning, by octaves:

a—rd

&

)

|
n

1 Most of the following material originally appeared in articles published in the Lute Society of
AmericaQuarterly, XLIII, No. 3 (Sept. 2008): 42-43 and 48.

2 Howard Mayer Brown, Instrumental Music Printed Before 1600: A Bibliography (Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1965).

3 Adrian Le Roy & Robert Ballard: Five Guitar Books (1551-1555), introduction by James Tyler
(Monaco: Editions Chanterelle, ©1979); Smon Gorlier & Guillaume Morlaye: Four Guitar Books
(1551-1553), introduction by James Tyler (Monaco: Editions Chanterelle, ©1980).

4 Daniel Heartz, ,,An Elizabethan Tutor for the Guitar,” Galpin Society Journal, 16 (1963): 3-21,
which also contains an English tranglation of the tutorial section of the Phalése print.

5> See Charles Dobson, Ephraim Segerman, and James Tyler, ,, The Tunings of the Four-Course
French Cittern and of the Four-Course Guitar in the 16" Century,” Lute Society Journal, 16 (1974):
17-23.

® See Brown [1551], for references to cittern cognates (f. 67 and 69) and ensemble models (f. 70
and 77v).

"InLeRoy’sBook | for the guitar, 13 pieces are diminutions of the preceding dance; Book | for the
lute contains pairingsin nine of the dances; tablaturesin the lute tutor include two pairings; and the
cittern tutor also contains two.

8 Douglas Alton Smith, A History of the Lute from Antiquity to the Renaissance (The L ute Society
of America, ©2002), p.204.

° For atranscription and analysis of ornamented versions of two pavanes, six gaillards, and three
branles, see Jocelyn Carrie Nelson, ,Adrian Le Roy’s Premiere livre de tabulature de guiterre
(1551): Transcription and analysis of the ornamented pavanes, gaillards, and branles,” D.M.A.
monograph, University of Colorado, 2002.

19 Heartz, p.9-13.



The original book has an oblong format
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For the present edition we have rearranged the pages in order to avoid too many page turns.
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> litera neruum illum pulfandum notat,quem linea cuia inharet fignificat nullo appofito

finiftrg manus disifodtaqpe fi plura afuprainnicem vno ordine ponantur fimul omnia dextera
mmupulfabqntu@_ne aliquo adminiculo manus finiftre, £xemplum,

., |

-a—a———a—|
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4.__.& _...Q.._..

Regulafeptima.

dua: tres aut plures literg fibi inuicé refpondét,tq fimul duos tres pluréfue neruos pulfare c5-
uenit, imuld; tat (pacijs digitos finiftrg manusapplicare quot literz funt numero, Exempli
1 &t
—a—e—>—1
t—a—e—e—1
- .‘, _‘.‘..&_.u
o RegulaoQaua,

ILlud quoque fcire conuenit reliquas literas qua literam I (quam vitimum fpacium obtinere
diximps) fequunturputa K L M N & relique nullum fpacium certum in manubrio ipfius
Guiternz habere, fi tamen occurant in tabulatura vt Ronnunquam accedit pulfari quoque fuo
ordine debét, perinde acfi certo fpacio cGprehenderétur. Veri hoc exercitatiores & cos qui
hancartem longo vfu perfpeam habent potius confernit.Hienim literas has quotiefcunque
occurrunt taliters tam perfete pulfantac fifpacio certo in collo defignarentur Exemplum.
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TPem quod intelligendum eft de reliquis literis putade b ¢ d e f & fic de ceteris, cum enim
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vii

De Tempore & Paufis. n 2N

A Mverd tempefllivum elt de temporis menfurarem totam in compendinm
/zontrahere. Cuius fecundum locum diximus efle in Mufica: non enim parum
elegantize addir harmoniz ipfa celeritatis & tarditatis cantus variatio. Hacfi-
quidem magnopere animimouentur auditerum,in quécung; affeGum tandem
Y 1olacueric: fra criffesanimi motis lentis grauibusg; prouocantur cantibus. Con-

£ iJera hilaritatem concitantur animi, concitatiori Mufica, Verlim nos potius:o-
tas hocloco ¢aplicabimus cemporis feu menfure carus. Quoniam verd Guiterng {oni haud ditt
poft neruorum pulfum durant, ideo huius inftrumenti Mufica paucioribus vtitur temporis dif-
ferétijs quam vocalisilia. Hic enim neque maximarum, neq; longarum, nec breuium viuseft,
ob caufas iam dictas, fed longifsimum tempus femibreuinotatur: atq; huius moram vocamus
tempus vnem in Guiterna & metimurillud pulfuimé manus aut pedss, Scribitur auré talf: té-
pushoc{ gno ] +'am hoctempus vari¢ diniditur, primum in duo: atq; tales note fic explicitur,

{* [ Tales enim due notg vnum tempus complent. Deinde fingula harum in alias duas notas
diuiduntar, quarum note hz funt, B B B Bque & coiunctim ficicribuntur, Sufficie-.

bant hz notz temporisq; diftin&iones ad harmoniz fuavitatem: verum elegantia artificum a-

liasinfuper addidit. Diniferunt ergo vnum tempusin o¢to fpacia, quorum note fic feribuntur,

EBBBBREB gvcl coniuné&im fic Eft—!:?, ﬁ] Tales igitur ofta notx vnotéperis fpa-
tio omnes pullare oportet. Quin etiam aliquando fedecim vno temporis tractu notas percurrit

quidam, tales nots fic fcribuntur, % % %ﬁ " % Demi & hoc cire con.
uenit, quod notg quibuspun&usadiacet d laters, e augencar dimidio {ui valoris: vt hge' I+ va-
tet tantum quantum iﬁcr P ltemifta Britnm quatumhs. f B Atque hxzc quam diximus ra-

tx?t temporis eftin vulgari temporis menfura,ac magis trita,quam Mufici imperfeGtam vocant,
Eftenim aliud tempus quod perfectum vocat,clim vnum tempus iies exalte notas compledti-
;m’{ quarum tamen fingulz rurfuiiin binas minores diuiduntar . Etne hoc ignores nonnuHis
ocis praferimus fignum perfecionis tale. Hocigitur fignificar * > Pvalere viurn tempus
velloco earum 7. wvel Quibusdeind - . ' v L
e , / ] erefpodentin valore vel denique
Je vel | Quil péds  EEROE que,

% Eﬁ ' % Et durat huinfmodi notar@ valor in omini carmine vbi fignum per=

e_é.h tempoiis fcpz’:rtﬁm Fuerit,quoufque alivd fignum imperfecti temporis occurrat tle -
cuiusvalorem iam anteaexplicnimus.De quibus omnibusvide huemodos per m=nturas di-

ilirj‘f‘tos,gfimumxempox'isimperfe&i -$, l ,\[\ MR ’\Fq F;:;‘JF{ el
%ﬁﬁﬁ B=H FER B B EEH R B

rr Sequunturiam temporispeffc&idimenﬁoheédﬂin&x, g IE 3 o S
N 8 U T = = oy vt e B o R e o == ==

Y1 quado aliqua harum notarum occurat, quz fub fe literim non habet aliquam illa tantifper
ceflandurm efle ignficat, quantum ipfa in cantu temporis occuparct. Sic entm paufasfolemus
notare. His igitur modis cotenta eft Guiterna. Neg; enim ad harmoniam multum faciuntaliz
de q’nodg maiori,mineri, acalijs huivimodi apud Muficas diftintiones,qu¢ magis artificesex-
cogitariit,quam natera docuit. Quaobré hecfufficere prointrodué@ione merito debét, Reliqua
vero qug ad elegantia & artificium fpectat, viu frequéti,& indiéatibus artificibusaddifci debét.

Sunt & alia quadam figna queignorare non decet arcificem tale lignum:(|: repetitioné fig=
nificat carminisab initio v{queiad iilum locum priniqua deinceps pergatur hoc fignum () lo-
gifiimum quem Guiterna etficere potett,fonum exigit,cum aliqua ceffatione: fine (ve vocant)
paula. Infine iemper ponitur, ¢o qudd vitima nota ad arbitrium longa sfficicur, |




Modus tendendineruosin Guiterna.

Poflremb vt Mufices amatoribus omnibus quibus potuimus modis fuccurramus ,modos ali.
quot fubninximus qua quifque facile neruosfeu fides ipfius Guiterna ad fuam quam debée
habere intentionem tédere poterit, In primis itaque minores chord= primi Basfi ita tendi de-
bent quitum fine earum lgfione fieri poteft commodifsime, maior vero neruus ad otauam in-
fra} predictis parius diftet.Proxime deinde fequentes chordas ita concordaueris fi-digitum fie
Diftrg manus applicas ad F fpacium quartinerui primi Bafsi ac itaattraxeris minores neruos vt
paesit fonusilli quia precedentibus minoribus ¢diturin neruo tertio nulloapplicato digito.
Maior vero per o&tauam i minoribus diftungantur quemadmodum de pr¢cedentibus diGtum
eft.Deinde vero fecundum neruum fictendes vt rurfum digito in E fpacio fuper tertium ner-
uum collocato fonus fiat tertij nerui fono,maxime vero illi quia minoribus ¢ditur.Primum de-
nique neruum F fpacium fecundi nerui pofito parem reddat fonum feciido neruo. Hisrite ob«
{l‘:ruatis Guiternam quam perfetisfime irtenfam reperies fecundum figuram hic proxime fu-
ieCtam, ’ : ) '
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