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Foreword

The Sonata in G Minor BWV 1001 was originally composed for unaccompanied violin
and forms the first of three sonatas and three partitas, BWV 1001 – 1006, Johann Sebastian
Bach composed in 1720 whilst he was in the service of Prince Leopold of Anhalt Cöthen.
A re-working of the fugue has come down to us in the manuscript of Johann Christian
Weyrauch1, but the Italianate language of the complete Sonata lends itself to the lute.

The realization of the Sonata follows the practice outlined in the appendix to the Partita in
D Minor BWV 10042 and, as with all such arrangements, it is advisable to consult the
original score3.

Wilfred Foxe
Rugby
August 2008

1  Leipzig Städtische Bibliotheken,  MSS III.11.3, III.11.4, and III.11.5, facsimile edition: Stücke für
Laute aus BWV 995, 997, & 1000 intavoliert von Johann Christian Weyrauch, TREE  EDITION,
Lübeck, 1999.

2 TREE  EDITION, 2007.

3 Johann Sebastian Bach, ‘Drei Sonaten und Drei Partiten  für Violine Solo BWV 1001 – 1006’,
herausgegeben von Günter Hausswald, Neue Ausgabe Sämtliche Werke, ed. Johann Sebastian Bach
Institute, Gottingen, and Bach-Archiv, Leipzig, Series VI, Band 1, 2nd edition, Bärenreiter, Kassel, 1974.
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