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HANS GERLE
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by

Richard Darsie

This edition is one of a series of German Renaissance Lute Music published by TREE
EDITION. German Renaissance Lute Music has long  held a position of relative obscurity in relation
to its English, French and Italian counterparts, largely because of the barrier of the German tablature
system, which is rather less intuitive than French or Italian tablature. This series aims to remedy this
by introducing lute music of some of the major composers of the German Renaissance, as well as
anonymous works from some of the main manuscripts in German tablature, to a wider audience by
presenting it in the better known French tablature.

The present volume shows a selection of pieces by Hans Gerle, one of the earliest composers
of published lute music in Germany. His works survives in three printed volumes : „Musica Teutsch,
auf  die Instrument der grossen und kleinen Geygen, auch Lautten“ (1532), „Tabulatur auff die
Laudten“ (1533), and „Musica und Tabulatur,auff die Instrument der kleinen und grossen Geygen,
auch Lautten“ (1546). The 1532 and 1546 volumes contain, in addition to solo lute music, a number
of pieces arranged for four viols. The great majority of the solo lute music in 1546 is chanson
intabulations. Most of these are not the popular  ones (e.g., Doulce memoire, D’amour me plains)
set by many Renaissance lutenist-composers; of 33 chanson in tabulations in this volume, 26 are not
found in any other published collection of lute music. A rather nondescript saltarello in 1546 apparently
is Gerle’s sole experiment with dance music. The pieces in the present edition are drawn from the
1533 and 1546 collections. They consist entirely of intabulations of vocal works, mostly french
chansons but some German lieder as well.

It is worth noting that in addition to the above mentioned works, Gerle edited a huge volume,
published in 1552 as „Ein Newes sehr Künstlichs Lautenbuch“, containing works by major Italian
lute composers (Giovanni da Crema, Domenico Bianchini, Antonio Rotta, Francesco da Milano,
and others) which he transcribed into the German tablature.

Richard Darsie, Davis, California                                                                                     July 1988
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