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Foreword

These ten pieces by Henry Purcell (1659 - 1695) have been selected from the following works:

'Dioclesian' (1690)
'King Arthur' (1691)

'The Fairy Queen' (1692)

They have been transcribed for 13-course archlute, though many of them will fit nicely onto a
10-course  instrument after some minor changes or retunings (e.g. lowering the 10th course to Bb).

In his 'Orpheus Britannicus' Purcell calls for 'a thorough bass of organ, harpsichord or theorbo-lute'.
He also wrote a large number of solo works for organ and harpsichord (of which many are
arrangements of theatre tunes).

Unfortunately, there is no solo music by Purcell for any member of the lute family. This edition,
appearing in the 300th anniversary of his death, is an attempt to fill this lacuna with some of his
most catchy tunes.

In transcribing 2 - 4 part writing, the main aim has been to present the melody and bass line together
with a feasibly playable amount of inner voices or realisation. Most of the transcriptions maintain
their original keys, given a 'g'-lute tuning.

Editorial slurs are indicated with dotted lines.
Suggested trills are in brackets e.g.  (x)r

Jonathan Rubin
Bern, Switzerland
June 1995
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