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TO THE RIGHT VER.

TVOVSHIGHAND MIGHTIE

PRINCE KINGIAMES,OVR DRED
SOVERAIGNEBYTHE GRACE OF GOD,KING
of England, Scotland, France, and Jreland, defender of the
Faith, &c. long life, happie daies, and
moft profperous raigne.

el S there isnotany thinginthisworld more
»@g acceptable varo God, ( moft gracious
) m« Soucraigne ) then a contrite heare: fo 1
"ol prefume that theie isnot any thing inthis
world (nextto the leue of God ) more ac-
@~ ceprable vnto your Majeftie, then a true
; and loyall fubje&t. Thus vfing this perfiva-
JA fion,for a fure argument of your Majeftics
Sl gracious acceptance, I prefume to mani-
S el Tt et feft my felfc, a moft true and loyall fub-
e e e el je&t vto your Majeftie. Intcken where-
of, I haue gathered the chiefe of iny treafurie,the whichin moft humble and
obedient manner, I prefent vatoyour Highnefle: befeeching your High-
nefle notto miflike yourfubje&,for the fubje&, fith it is for the good of all
your Majeftics louing {ubje&s. The edrzis deuine, the Fnftrument laudable,
my Meaning good, my Skill drownde in the depth ot (atoes wordes (who
faith ) Nec e collaudes pec te culpauerss spfe. And yetIcanfay for my felfe, that
once [ was thought (in Denmarke at Eclfmurc) thefitteft to inftruct your Ma-
jefties Queene,, our moft gracious Ladic and Miftres.
Thus proftrating my felfe at your Majefties feet, inceffantlie crauing
pardon for my bold attempt, Ireft. R eftlesin praier, for your Graces wel-
fare,both now and cuer.

Your Majefties
moftloyalland
obedient fubjec,
T homas Robinfon.
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To the Reader.

¢ Ight courteous Gentlemen, and gentle Readers, your

i fauourable acceptance of my firft fruits from idlenefle,
4, hath eccited mee further to congratulate your Muficall
y endeauours. And in my conceit, I can no way better
%, fit your good and willing mindes, then in thewing you

how you may very foone, and very perfe@ly inftru&
K your (elues to play (vpon your beft beloued inftrument)
G the Lure,allo the Orpharion, Pandora, and piol de Gamba,
NN any leflon ( if it bee not too too trickified ) at the firft
' (ight. But bee it as it bee may, you fhall haue rules of
reafon, to ouer-rule vnreafonable odd Cratchets, giue-
ing you to vnderftand, that what is beyond the true
courfe of Nature, muft ncedes bee without all compaffe of Art;and withall,nothing
out-runneth Nature but Follie : fo much for that,

Alfo ( for example fake ) I haue fer fome leffons of all forts : whereof fome being
old,l was requefted to fet them new after my fathion, fome new out of the fat,fome
neither very new, nor very old, but yetall mine owne fetting,and the moft of them,
minc owne inuention.

But Gentlemen, once more I will make you promife, that if thefe Ma-
fterlike rules, and Scholerlike leflons, doe but any whit content you, I will come
forth, With Cracke mee this Nut, (1 meane ) onely leflons for one, two, and three
Lutes, and fome with ditties, wherein I will ftriue either ( for euer)) to winne your
fauours,ur ftarue in the dole of vour diferace. vele,

More for you,than for him-fclfe,

Thomas Robinfss.



TheSchoole of Muficke,perfectly teaching

the true fingering of the Lute,Pandora, Orpharicn,

and Violl de Gamba, Dialogue wife,betwixt a Knight,(who
hatli children to be taueht) and Tumothens,
that (Lould teachi them.

KNIGHT,

OV are hartelie welcome into the countric, and the better welcome, for that vou
-4 come atthe firlt fending for for it is an old faying, that cunuing ren are curious, cf-
'l peciallic Mufitions.

' _ TIMOTHEVS.

Sir,if Thad thought I (hould not haue beene welcome, you mizht haue thought
me vowife to haue taken all this paines : azame,itwas my promifc to inftruét vour
{ children, and am readie at your pleafure; but I pray you,why thould Mufitions Lee
more curious then others.

Kni. In keeping your promife, you haue done well, and (o well as Tcan, T will
anfwere your demaund : in mine opinion, [ thik itimpoffible to be a good Mufition.exceptaman be feene
in all the feauen liberall Sciences,for T know man great clarkes in Diuinitic, Phificke,Law, Dhilofophie,
&e. that haue fimall,orno knowledge at all in Mufick; nay,fome that quite raeétit. Now fith it behoucth
a good Mufition to bee fomewhat [eene in all Arts, I conclude, that this all fwith the helo of an od crotchet)
is the reafon why Mufitions are fo curious.

Tim.  Trohe fir, your concluding all, is both fhort &(harp,how be it Tmuft graunt you this, that it is
behouctulla Mufition that would bee excellent,to be feene inallor the moft part of the (eauen liberall Arts,
and o neereas T can, Twill thew you which, and how necellaric thofe are, that a Mufition ought not to be
ignotant off. Firft hee muft-be a dinine,that is,he muft be divinelic given, e muft aboue all things ferue God,
thut God may ble(le him, in all his good indeuoures; hee muft read the {criptures, for itis the fountamne of’
all knowledge, & it teacheth the divine harmonic of the foule of man ; for Muficke is none other then a
perfeé harmonie, whole divinitie is feene in the perfeétnefle of his proportions,as, his vnifon fheweth the
vaitie, from whence all other, (concords, difcords, confonancics, or others whatfocuer) ff nngeth, next his
vaitic, his: third: (which is the perfectelt concord that is in all Muficke) reprefenteth the perfe&, & moft
holic/T rinitie; his fift, (the moft perfe@ confonancein all Muficke,for that it is the verie effence of all con-
cords) reprefenteth the perfection of that moft perfe number of fiue,which made the perfect atonement,
bevweene God,arid mans His eight, (which as it isbut as his vnifon,) reprefenteth his Alpha and Omega: &
aswhatis aboue his eight, is butas a repetition, as from his vnifon, as it were a new beginning; {0 it fhew-
eth onr returnefrom whence we came, as it were,in notes of Muficke, in a long or fhort time, fwcet or fowre
compofition, and thus, (Lhope,without uffence to that molt holic e/phu and Omega) 1 conclude, the ne-
cefbitic of diuinitie ina Mulition. Now thata Mufition (hould bee a Phifition, 1 fé¢ no fuch necelitie, But
that Muficke is Phifical,it is plainlic feene by thofe maladics it cureth. As it cureth melancholics itmuch pre-
uaileth againft madnefles If aman be in paines of the gout, of any wound,or of the head, it much mittigateth
the furie therofiand it is fuid, chat M uﬁc‘:c hath a falue for.cueric fore. But of necefsitic, a Mufition muit be
aperfedt Arethmatition, for that Muficke confifteth altogether of true number,and proportion, and thus, at
this fo cheefe, and necefTarie fcience of Avithmaticke, 1 hould it beft to ftay the proceile of Muficke, as tou-
ching thenccelsitie of other than thefe,which T haue mintioned to bee fit in'a good Mufition.

Kni. . Tlikeyouwel,& loue your Muficke the better,for your good difcourfe therof,and my hope is (in
a maner) alreadie fatisfied, but notwith{tanding,there remaineth in mee,a little fpark of feare of an cuell that
may happen, afier allyour paines taken, and my coft beftowed.

Tim. Why fir,1t may bec you feare lealt your children fhould die, when you hauc brought them v
well, and beftowed great coft vpon them, or if dhey fhould proue vakinde hereafter, or if they fhould fet
light by that good qualitic, which ¢oft them fo little,and you fo much.

Kmi.  Youfay well zood Zimorhews, all this is to be doubted,but 1 feure non¢ (o much as the laftwhich
is, that they will be carclefle and forgetfull, of fo excellent a qualitic as is playing vpon the Lutey and my
feare is the greater, for that it was mine owne fault, that in my youth conld haue played fo well, as any in
thofe daies, and now it is as cleane forgotten, and which is more,T haue no willing mind in the world, cither
to pra&tife (torecoucr that I loft;) or tolearne anew: for the play thac is now,and the leflons (that are now
a daies ) arefo curiouflic fet, that we of the olde mine,are finoaktvp like to ea-cole, and this age,hath the
golden ore, and fparkling diamondes of divine Mufitions, that for mine owne |))art, Lam content, to giue
place both to youth, and the tinie, oneli¢ content to be an auditore, and louer of the beft,

Tom.
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Tim.  Sit,it is verie true, that thianie,both tmen and wortten,that in their youth could haue played (for
that kinde of play) pafsing well, in their age, or when they once haue beehe married, have forgotten all, as if
they had neuer knowne what a Lute had ment:and the reafon 1 finde to proceed (in the beguning of their
learning) from the ignorance of their teachers,for in older times they ftroue (onelie) to hauc a quick hand
vpon tE’c Lute, to runnc hurrie hurrie, keeping a Cattin the gutter vpon the ground, now true then falfe,
now vp now downe, with fuch painfull play, mocking,mowing,gripeing,grinning fighing fupping, heaving,
fhouldring, labouring, and {weating, like cart Tades, without any skill in the world, or rule, or reafon to
play a leflon, or finger the Lute, or guide the bodie, or know any thing, that belongeth, cither to skill ox
reafon.

Kni.  Now truely Timothess,1 am perfwaded you haue hit the marke, and when it went {o hard with
themin fuch cafie, and fimple ftuff, as then they vied, what thift would they make to play at the firft fighe
(in thefedaies ) an indifferent leflon fet,it'they were now living, but I pray you can you play any leflon
the furft fight, andalfo teach otliersto doe the fame.

Zim. YecaSir,that I can,or elfe I were not worthy to be a teacher,for it hath ben the moft partof tny {tudie
to bring the Lute, Citharen, ( and other inftruments of Mufick ) into a method by generall rules, moft per-
fe&t and eafic, {o that with my inftruétions,one (that cannotvfe the Lute, or other inftrument ) may verie
readilic attaine to a good habit therof.

Kniv  Well Timothens the verie truth is, T have hard fo much as you fay, & therfore in the name of God,
begin with my children when you pleafe, and God willing ) you fhall bee pleafed for your paines, but 1
will make this condition with you (good Timcrhens) that you fhall giue me leaue to aske you fome quefti-
ons, by the way, inyour inftruétions, for it doth me good to heare your reafon, how f:A)" you Z'smothess,
arcyou contentit fhall bee fo?

Tim.  With all my hart Sir,for by fo doing,I fhall daylic injoy your good conipanic, and with all, it
will greatlie further the profit of your c[xildrcn, and with the more eale, and comfort pafle ouct the rediouf:
nes ofteaching.

Kni. 1 thanke you Timothens, but what if you did firft write downe all fuch fules ( as you vie for in-
ftruétion ) that they inay from the beginning, ( hauing them by hart) do nothing but that they may haue
ftin memorie and grounded by reafon.

Tim.  Youfay well it (hall bee fo,and atyour pleafure aske what queftions you pleafe, and Iwill fhevs
you the reafon for it tothe full, and Thope fuch as (hall fatisfie you fuﬂic, wherefore in thename.of God I
thus begin. Fizftit behoueth a fcholer to haue averic good inftrument veric well ftrung, faire to the eic,
and eafic to reach any ftop whatfoeuer,and verie well founding.

Xni.  Why,mce thinks it were no great matter what inltrumenta beginner hath, confidering that for
the moftpart, young beginners, foone make old inftrutnents, as young fcholers foone make old bookes.

Tsm. Indecde to haue a good inftrumentlicth as much in t’)u: habilitic of the parents or friends,as alfo
in their good wils to haue it fosbutwhy I'think it good to haue(if itwere pofsible)euen the verie beft inftru-
ment {or alearner at the firft,is this : a good inftrument will pleafe alearner cuery way,for it delighteth them
to looke and behold it now & then,likewife they loue eafie and finooth inftruments,and althou;;h they can
do butlittle,yetit will found well,and fo incourage them to learnc with delight,whereas contrariwife, a bad
or dull inftrument will quell their fpirits quite, {o that in a long time, or neuer,will they profitin their
Yorced labours.

Kai. 1 promife you, it now feemeth to meeverie good reafon that it (hould bee fo, and againe it is
an old and true faying, that onc good thing is euer worth ten bad, alfo there is fmall lofTe in a good thing,
it cucr ycldeth monic with profit: well hereis a Lute according to your defirein allpoints,I pray you goe
forward good Tsmorhess.

Tim.  Now you hauc a iOOd Lute,it bchoucth you toloue it andvfe it well, for by the vlage you fhall
fhew your loue, therfore marke how you ought to vfe your Lute, aboue all things, keepe it from wet, for
wet will fpoile the ftrings and make loofe dhe tibs, and when you haue done playing vpon it, put it vp
into the calc,putting the Zrebles alittle down,but firft you fhalllearne to handle your iutc with a comelig
grace, readic to play with delight, and to this purpofein the name of God, doe as I (hall inftrut you.

GENERALL RVLES.

Flrﬁ ficting vpright with yourbodie, leane the edge ofthe Lute again(t the table, andyour bodie againft

the Lute,not too hard for hurting your Lute,ncither to foftlic for%ctting of it fall, for the table,your bo-
die, and your sightarme, muft {o poyes the Lute, that you may haue your left hand atlibertic to’carie to,
and fro,at your [l)lca{‘urc, letting the middle J)art of the neck of the Lute, flide vp and downe the brawne
of the thumb which is again(t the nayle of the faid thumb, houlding out the wrcﬁ)of the hand,and alwaies
carrying your thumb againft your forefinger in any ftop whatfoeucr, for fo fhall your hand be the more
comelie,the more readic,and with the more cafe, {top any {top the cleaner,now for your right hand, called the
ftriking hand leane vpon the bellie of the Lute with your little finger onelie,& that,neither to far from the
Treble trings,neither to necre,and although you ougKt to leane lightlic, yet caric your hand fteddilic, not
fliding out of his place, alfo remembring, to leane lightlic vpon .your anme vpon your Luts, for otherwife

it wil
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it will painc the finewes and hinder your play. Allthe aforefaid had, both in memoric and practifes

( the houlding of your Lute,carrying of your hand,and finting vpright with your bedic, I mean) then (in

the name of God) houlding the Lute (as is aforefaid ) comelic with your thumb againt your forefinger (as

it were readic 1o ftop, yetbutonelie houlding your Lute then with tlic thumb of your right hand ( houlding
the reft of the fingers ftraight forth before your thumb (neither to neere the ftrings nor too farre off begin
to ftrik the firlt l?ring downward with the tiumb onclie, and alfo !ftriking with your thumb Lehind your
tingers fay: Bafe, Tenor, (ontra-tenor, Great Meanes, Small meanes Treble. This done : then beginat the
Trebles andfo goe vpward viz. backward, flriking them ftring by ftring with your {oichuger betore your
thuamb, that is,]ﬁmlcjingdownc your thumb behind your fingers,and name them in order faying, 7reble
Small Meanes, Great Meanes, Contyatenor, Tenor, ‘Bufe, this doing fo oft, downward and vpward,nameing,
them, and alfo ftriking them with the thuinb behind the fingers, that you haue it moft perfect and readie
bothin mmd X fingers. T his perfe@lic had : learnc to know your frets i order,and in ftoping them comclic,
cleanlic, & {tronglie,the firtt {tring or Treble flopped in the firit fret,by the head ot the Lute with the fore-
finger,is_h. in the T7ebleand fo ﬂoppcd in the fmall meanes, greatiecanes &¢.Fhe firlt fretis b the fe-
cond tret1s _t_ the third fretis X0 and fo forth virtill you come to (i which is the luft tret about the neck
of the Lute,but you may luc on more fretts in fit place and fpace(vnull you come to a2 Againc if you haue
14. 16.0or 18. ftrings,tholc bafes arc called Diapafores,now having thenames & knowledge ot the ftrings
and (tops perfeétly by roate,you (hall alfo learne to know them by booke (called Zubletwre. )

Kni. ISow trucly Timoth: 1 like this method veriewell,for I perceiue,greatreafoninic: But we (in old
time) haue bene tanght with rigour,not by reafon,& that made vs thé run,now viwegardedsfor I fee,that the
houlding of the thombe alwaies againft the fore-finger,giueth (ot onely a greateufe, % graccto the player)
but alfo,it determineth a certain litnitation to the hana,as of necelsine 1t mnutl be fo:proceed good Timothens.

Tim.  Sir,by this you fee,how neceflarie athing itis,to know how to hould an iiftrument, before it is
to know how to ftop it,and likewife,how fit itis to know (both how to hould,& wh.t to {top firft by roate,
hefore it were fitto learne by the booke:for quell the {pirits,& quaile delight. Now you know how to hold

rour Lutesalfo,what the ftrings and ftops are,vvithout booke : Now you thall learne vwhat they be by the
{)ool:cs look how you name them vpon the Lute in order,vpward,and downward, (o thele lines,by the like
denomination,thall fignific vato you what {trings they be by Tubleinrey  Examnple:

Treble. t il el ¥ 42/, i
Small Mcanes, | Tl i« . 243
Great Meancs, T ;g [ 9. i
Contra-tenot, _h | T [4 f 4 IR}
Tenor, ) A ST I - ¥ dalHhtli
Bafe. T e (¥ L d ] i

SOmc in the fteed of (i) Fut (y) and although you,heere fee but fix fingle lines,and vpon the Lute cues
rie ftring doublc,you {hall viderftand,that two ftrings are in one tune,& alfo beare the name but of one
ftring : as Bafe, not Bafes. T enor,not Tenors. Now let vs proceede,to leamne a leffon by the booke. But firfk
takethis leffon by the way,offer not rafhly to ftop or ftnke,but bewell aduifed,with what finger to ftop, &
withwhat to ftrike,and for thatpur}aofc, nnuwk what figtive ftandeth vnder the letter; whether the figurc of
1. 2. 3. ot 4. for thefe figures reprefent the 4. fingers of the leftor flof »ing hand. The figurc of 1. repre-
fenteth the firlt or fore-finger. 2. the fecond. 3. thethivd, and 4. the little finzer.  Alfo thatletter which is
to be ftriken downward,and if there be a prick vader the leteer,that letter muft be ftriken vpward : thiswell
noted,begin to play thefc {tops and ftrokes following, (triking then: by 4. and 4. all in one length of time,
vntill you can play ita pace, or runncit quick.

k P F F F PR F

aftval. ta a.t a
. ‘S rflato t A Al T atal
Ce Y 'y -%f m“\c). - é -
. o
12 1 21 12 1 21 12 12 1 I

Doc thefe points perfeitly,not ftrining at it,but with fich eafe,as if you did it carelefly, obferiiing the cars
siage both of hand & bodys& when you are weary,leauc it,and to itagaine,birt o to it with a willing minde.
Kni. How would you haue them learne this le(Ton,not knowing the tymes oucr head? were it not neeef-
farie to teach them that firft 2
Tim. No,for the time without ftops or tune,is butan abftract,& my purpofc is, fieft to teach thé the ftops,
& then the times with all afterwards:& therfore, I haue fet it with all one time ouer head,as you fee,vntill the
lefonbe perfe@tly had,& both the name & nature of that time well comitted to memory,and this leflon bad,
than will T inftruék them in all the varictics of tymes : as followeth.

Bij Ayoung
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A young beginner (although this were Semsiguaner tyme) fhall in the defpight of his hart, make euer
ftroke a Semibrefe,& then ashe multiplyeth in perfeties;fo Lic fhal multiply i faflneflc of tytie,wherby i
tobe noted, that fron ohe time all other are mubtiplyed & doubled,as for example. T his IomI; {troke here 1
isin Tableture, a Sepmbrefe, which by- addin?o of one dafh to the top, as thus, I maketh it double his
tyme, thatis twice as fift a tyme as it was before Anhd by adding onc'dath move ' to that dalh thus, F
maleeth it yetas faft againe as the fecond:& by addanﬁat ird datlx thus, E maketh it yet as faft againe
as the fame. And by adding the fourtn dath thus, ﬁ doubleth the time before him:whofe names are as

followeth.
] r F R R

A Semibrefe. A Mimim., A Cratcher. A LQuaner., A Semigu.ser.
So that you fee two Minims g0 toa Semibrefe, as thusy " two Cratehets 1o aCl finm,as thus; r

twognaners to a Cratchet,as thus. F’l And two Semiguasers to a Duaner, asthus, E All which

]

-
FEER
RRERR

‘ FRR
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

Heerc you {ee, two (Minsims make a Semibre e.Likewife,foure Cratchets makea Semibrefz, Allo, cight
Huaners.go 10 a Semibrefe. And laltly, Gixtence Semiguaners go to a Semsbrefe. This is fufficient for the
knowing of the timcs; onely, that if tf:crc-bca little prick, befide any one of them,thus, ] r F. F.
that then that prick doth make the tyme he ftadeth by,half fo long againe as it was before;
as a prick by a Semibrefe makethita Semibrefe & halfa Semib;zefézgc o of all the reft; & this learne by hare,

Koni.  Well when they can run this point or treble (as you call it) by 4. and 4. together in order,a Qus.
#er ot Semignancr time,what s therby to benoted, or learned, as a profit attained towards the readic play-
ing of a leffon at the firft fight, which they neuei fec before.

Zim. It is averic neceflaric queftion which you demaund, and you fhall ynderftand, how nccefTarje,
true,and perfecta rule it is, which not knowne, it is impofsible that cuer one {hould play a leflon, either at
the firlt fight,or cunningly : For firlt, where you fec a letter or ftop withoutany prick vnder it, you fhall for
euer-in the like top, ik it downward for two reafons,the firlt is,if it {ftand alone, thatis, if itbe a r and
the next a F or the firfka F and thefecond a ] the firft a S the nexta ﬁ going fo ' infe-

Thefeare faid to ftand alone,that is, not being accompanied with fel-

verall r Fr F Fﬁ F*E lows,all of one timc,cithcrﬁ 5
i Lat a '

multiply the Semsibrefe, as heere you fec.

6 .
times, .a_T L 'C'farc/xr.r, LQuaners,or Se- £ . fvalatdal
as.thus miquaners : as thus, . ‘ . . .

—_— l

And allo being of a lon‘g tyme,as Semibrefes and M inom; for it is a generall rule, that cuerie ftroke, is
more naturall tobe frikendownward,than vpwards but the finifinefle of tyme, is the caufe of fhriking vp-
for heere ¢evin the treble

ward,and the fac- a 5 bc;ngi:hc firltofa point, . o L 4 a
ncfle off, of fe- =% (" is (triken vpward,which == S T At ST o
conding apoint, | if the point were all of - . .

{

e
as thus: ~onéftngorthll the 1 2 1 21 12 21 2
:ﬁ“— next vntog it, thus :
Going in 4. and 4 then for eucr,the firftis downe, the fecond isvps fo that if the pricls were away, this is
a generall rule. Now by this rule,you may by occafion,ftrike twice down togethersas if you haue a pointbe-
‘ Heere the firft is downeward, becaufe it ffands alone} And the
{econd,is {triken downeward,becaufe it is the firft of a points
this is one necefTiric rule,and alfo profitable. T he fecond rule
. is,you feein the firlt point,how you vfe but two fingers in all
12421 I 2  thewhole leflon,thatis, the fore-finger & the fecond alwaies
houlding your thoumb againft your fore-finger. Now, it is a generall rule, thatwhere you leaue sio ftop,
leauc no finger; and where you leauc a ftop,leave a finger,as this example following (hewcth.

> . . .

Heere
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) Hccrg: youfee betwixt € and . no ftep betweene, therefore you leaue no finzer betweene; againe you
fee, that in the next flop where you haue by and T you leauea ftop which is €, and confec sently you
leaue a finger betweene the firft and the third,wlichis the fecond,and this s in:cl;crnll n )ra}'ilx'v ot };m
Trotle whatfocuer, Now you havte @ zenerall rule for {lriking,downeward and v;ward,;{’nd il(o‘ for lcaniné
afnger and no finger Now you fhalt hane a generall ruleto graceitas with paionate play,and rehithing
it : and note that the longer the time is ot a fingle {broke,that themore neede 1t hath cf arelith, for arelith
will help,both to graccitand alfo it helps to continue the found of the note his tull tme : but in a quicke
time a little touch or jerke will fetue, ;mj thatonely with the moft {lronge(t tinver. J7altionare pl.g'is to
runne fome partof the fquares ina Zreb/s (thatis foure and foure)) firft loud, then foft,and £ in a decorum
now louder, now ﬁ)ﬁcr,?not in extramitic ofcither ) but as companie ofother inth viments. or farnefie off
giueth occafion. And to the better inftétion of alifcholers for the Lute, I will (God willing 5 fet downe
{ome, Trebles, which fhall containe all manner and kinde of points for the fingering,in thair:d/uc place of
my boolee, and the grounds alfo to be playd witk them,whn they pleafe, (dm-lam” haue the ground plaid
to them.) And now (God wxllin%) I will proceed to inftru€t my fcholer licw'to play, a tuil TefTon, what
ft:ange inuention foeucr it (hall feeme to haue in it. Notwithftanding, [ have knowne feme ruhich have
bene morc curious, than either cunning, or wife, ) who haue ftriven to finde out fteps,both vonaturall, vi-
pleafant,and vaviuall, (forfooth tobe thought great bugges)that haue in all dheir lives, notLencal-le to’yhy
cuen butan eafic leffon (in comparifon) at the fuft fight. But rob,and run by suctTe,fecie zaye, & good]
&c. Butletfuch looke heerey and they fhall finde reafon to guide them,and tuthinArte. And folet (Iu'n);
take heede of thould faying,e 4 bath no enemic but {gnorance. Now to the purpofe,betore : 1 have taught

ou,how to behaue your felfe in all fingle ftops,now be asdiligent inall forts ot ful’l ftops:for in this lyeih
201 the whole skill : for thatin a full leffon, all manoer of {tops, tull or fingle,fiwift or dow are contained
therefore know this, and know all, all which 1 will thew you in brecfe '.ma g,cncrall rules ,(God willing,;

with all fuch examplesas (hall feeme fit.

Firlt, you fhall vnderftand, that wee terme the fore-finger,

and the litdle finger(of the ftopping hand)two extreames : for + e £ — & ¥ b ¢ i,(,/, ! L
that they be the outmoft parts thercofy & that in going down-
ward with a point,(fré the head of the Lutc)the point is alwaics

begun with the forcfinger, as thus : i
S
1341 1241 1341

M = A R

f‘f%ﬁ‘h ot a .
T T¥STa

-
—_—

But contrariwife, from the bodico
the Lute, to thehead, the point muft
be begun, with the other extreame, as _ - 2

this example (heweth.

|

4312 4121 421 421
All fuch points,T will fet downe in a fit place by themfelues,butby ;‘) 1 ] ] -‘ ]
this example of the two extrgams,you fee the firft goucrneth the vpper ﬁ_ oy _:‘_ T 1
artor frets,and the other, the nether part,or next Joweft : and thus the _%_"*Q N a ISl

?orcﬁngcr alwaies,in any ftop wher (E) is, full, or fingle, excepttherc .a b a.
bee in one ftop, 2. (bees,Yand an (a) between) is to poflefle the ftop At — bﬂ*ﬁki ..
(b)as this example maketh plaine: R T e Ry

4 3 1 I I

3

Note

9’



The Schoole of <AL uficke.

Wote alfo,that_t in any ofthe Bafes in a full ftop,whereinisan o (& r ] ! ]
in tharaore Trebleftrings o is the !owcﬂ of the (lo ») that tl.mt R W ;'l_L T
35 70 be ttopped with the fecond finger alwaies : but if therebe (in {ted a S]] "‘1_}_
of Yo with _t_ in one of the Bafes) an & than £ muft bee ftop- £ all v
dzd with the fore-finger, as thus X - I v 'l -
4 4 4 4 4
2 2 2 I 1
11
h_ .t \t ‘loo :1_
L W A B
But in any full {top whatfoeuer, wherein ther is neuer an _a_ there > f_ﬂ__f‘l
fay your fore-finger along in the higheft of the ftop, flat vpon the -
neck of the Lutej as thus: T T
1 I 1 I 4
3 2 2 3 1
1 1 4 2
I

Heere lay your fore-linger n]ong, in the firlt ftop, in b inthenext, in 1 in the next, in ™, in the
next, in A &e Alwaies noting this, thatin any {lep whatfocuer,that you plucle away no finger,vntll vou
ncedes muft. And as before®I haue tauglhit you how to relyth ina fingle ftop, thh that fingerwhich is the
Rrongelt,fo take this for a generall rule,thatyou relyfl in a full (lop,with that finger which'is moft ideleft,
in any ftring whatfocuer: cither a {trong rely(h for loudnefle, or a mlldc~ rclf'ﬂ) for paftionate attencion.

Kns.  Inmine opinion,you have {poke fo much as may be fpoken,for the left hand in all points : Lut
1 pray you,are there not the like rules for the right hand, catled the ftriking hand.

Zm. Yes Sir, that there be: for what auaileth it to ftop ncuer fo neate, fine and cleane, and ifit be
flubberd with a bad touch,or {troke : thereforelet thefe rules following,be obferued diligently without the
which, all fine play of the Lute is fpoild,and nothing worth. Note,thatyou ftrike cleane, plump together
in a full ftroke of many patts or flrings,lometimes londe,{ometimes foft,lctting rour right hand,anfivers the
Yefthand at the inftant{triving with no {troke : and to conclude, the touch ot thecne hand, to anfvere the
ftop of theother hand, in the full hanmony of confent, (c;\llcd a Sompatkie,) and then to know what flrings
to {trike, with what fingers, mark all thefe rules following, and let them not be forgotten.

You haue heard,that cuery (trok is more naturally to be ftriken downeward then vpward, which is very
truc,but abouc all,the Baesarc to be {triken downeward,and for the fame purpole, you fec howaptly the
thumb fitteth that office, and likewife the fingers remaine as readie to {trike vpward and meet the thumbe
with their troupes of notes,as who {hould fay the one were readie to aid the othersand {o they bee,yet fome-
times feucrall,oneafore the other,as fometimes firlt the thumbe,and the fingers after, fometmes the fingers
firftand the thumbc after, and {ometinies both together, as heere viderneath you fee. )

. F F P P

:?-.....:D__,IL_..:\ v . boa a al.

—_— . Tk ¥ ~ a_ . .0 | - ol b
s DL ¥ - < at.é - a. . 2

-1 A - qa ! S <~ |~
2 4 1312 ; 3 4;31 3 4 31

Heere, the 7exor beginneth the point with _a. open {triken downeward with the thumbe,and a_ inthe
Treble followes {triken \{'pwm'd with the third finger,next - inthe (onrratenor ftriken downeward with the
thumbe,& laft of the 4 followes 2%, in the fmall Aeanes, (triken vpward with the {econd finger. And novy
thereafon why _cuinthe Z7eble and . in the finall CMeanes, are {trilcen vpward with the third and fecond
fingers, is this, the more itrings are betweene the Bafz and Trebles, the more fingers areleft betweene the
the thumb and litde finger, and likewife the fewer ftrings the fewer fingers, as you fec aboue mentioned.

Againe where you fee three prickes vaderany letter as thus .. you thall ftrike that letter vpward with
the third finger, and fo whenyou fee two prickes thus e vpward with the fecond, and one pricke with the
fore finger as thus ct.. 1t skils not whatletter,or ftrng itis,but if apoint begin with two letters together, al-
thoughit follow the point either in the Zrebles, Meanes, or Bafes, yet fhall the fecond of the point be ftri-
Kken vpward as for example,

Heere
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Heere you fee the forefinaer pofTe(Te his due place,as is aboue mentioned, alwaices obferning: the diftance
of ftrings.and this is fullicientfor all fuch points or \)lznccs whatlocuer.

Kni.  Althongh this at the firfh(eeme hard to voderftand yet itfindeth withvery rood reafon and itmuft
bewonnewith labourand diligence, andwlienaman hath faid neuer fo much,or all that hee can fay, yetthere
will fomewhat remaine for a lewmner to finde out and coufider vpon by hinulelte. Yets there remaming (io
fpeake of two efpecall points behind, which s, when and how to vlea tall with a rebih, and alfo a tule to
tune the Lute.

T, Youfay very true Sir,and onemore then you thinke off, not lefTe needefull then any of the reft,
and thatis this s remember alwaies tokeepe your hands cleance,and your nales thort, and alfo carely and
late to practife, Qeue Lucor vincet emeiz. Now to your fall with arelifh, ora tallwithout a relith: ke
thistor a generall vule,that all fals inwhat ftop {oeuer, ina flatnote,mufl Lee performed with the neerdt
finger to the halfe notes,and ina {haip note or ftop,with the neereftand (tronzell finger wa full note. As
heere you fee vadaneaih for example.

T1T 11711111

vTa ‘ol'r-]-‘g 7 a j.J {4

ST F IS £

T Ellba A

1 Ay s £ T
el A 1

1 1 2 : S 1 1 3 ;

3 \ 4 3 i 3 ‘}‘ :

Heere the ftops where b is placed, muft have his fall from q_in the fime {tring where 2. is placed,
(the finger laidalongin _£. ) muft haue his fall from _¢_ in the fame ftrings, in the nextwhere £ isin the
Trebl becaufe L is tharp, muft haue his fall from the fullnote .a and ¢ hauing had his fall,may {o bew
held (il without mouing the forcfinger,and the relifh continued ( with the little finger) in 2, which 1s vn-
der halfe note,and [o of all the reft.

Now you fhall learne to une your Lute,and for a generall rule, firft et vp the Treble,fo high as you dare
venter for breaking,fetting them both in one tune or found called anvnifons then in the like fort fet vp riie
fimall w'.’mm.r,ﬂoppingt?mn in ¥, and making them in 4 agree with the Zreblesin _a, which s like-
wile an vuifon. Likewife make the great Meanes in ¥ an vnifon with the fnall AMeanes in_a_the Consra-
genor in _&_ an vaifon with the great Afeanes in a., the Tenorin ¥ with the Contra-tenorin ., and like-
wife the Bafe being, ftopped in ¥ to agree with the Tenor in .q_in the vnilon, as appeareth in the forme
following.

e €Y e,

£ a L_

—-— ¢ a
— ¥ a

7
T
R

¥
Kni.  Now I thanke you Timsorhess,for all your paines, I like it pafsing well. Now fet downe fome lelt
fons for now there remaineth oncly them behind.
Tim. ¥ hope I haue not erred veric much in my indeauours, and for lefTons, you fhall haue fome of all
forts but yet (befides leffons) there is this that followeth remaining,to be fpoken off.

When you have learned all the rules fpoken off before perfectly, and can giue a good eflay of any lef(-
fonat the firft friﬁht. Yet this one rule more,fhall fullie conclude,what hath or can bee faid concerning the
playmé.of a leffon at the firft fight. Thercfore whenfocucr there is a leffon given you to play at the firft
fight. Firft looke it ouer before you offer to play it,for thefe reafons following,

Cij
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Firlt fee what manner of lefTon it iswhether it bee a fet Song, Innominc, Panen, Galiard, Almaine,Fiese,
Lonolia, Coranta, ([ onntry dance, ot Toy,what{ocuer,according to the nature ofthe leflon, to giue it his grace
with grauitic or quicknes. Secondly by looking it ouer,you fhall {ee the fatteft time in all the leflon contaired,
thataccordingly you may fo begin as younay goe through without check. Thirdly by looking it ouer firlt,
you fhal fee whether it be faire & true pricke,without blots. Laftly by hauing once fecne it,you may the better
retnember it when you fec it againe. Al thefe reafons well confidered,you fhall finde in them fuch neceffitic,
fuch truth,fuch cafe,with fuch content & delight,as you will contefle,thatitwere impoffible to play well with
out the knowledge therof: For true Artmaleth hard thinas eafic,labour maketh hard things perfect,or (to
fpeakemore truc?y) rcady. Now,when you canplay vi:on the Lute,1 will (God willing) fhew you how vour
Lute thall in(trué you to fingsinfomuch that you may be your owne teacher,and fauc the charge of a finging
man,and then what by your skill in playingvpon Jle Lute,and the knowledge you have in the prickfonyg,
you may veric eafilic attaine to play vpon the Viol de Gambo,cither by Zabliture or by prickfong notes. For
th:2 carriage of your left hand vpon the Lute,is likewife juftly to be obferued vpon the Lafe Violas fhall bee
more plaincly declared in his due place after the Lute leffons.

And thus for a luft farewell (for this time)I giue you in general charge,to vfe all inltruments witha good
grace, comelic play, without anticke faces,or fhouldrings,except fuch (which of neceflitic) the nature ot the
inftrument doth requiresas, reaching (tops vpon the Lutc,wher you lay your finger along & ftretch out your
little finger along at length,as from 2»_to 4 ,and in comming from the Z7ebles of the Viol,to the Bafe,wher
of neceffitie you muil,fomewhat thruit the neck of the Viol from you,and fhrink in the bow hand,to come
fitly voto it And now it makes mece {fomewhat fhrinke,to thinke that :

P Arhaps,there may fome Chriticke Sative fad,
Fraughtwith the Froth of vulgars excellent )
unt for a praife,and fay how that is bad,
Which hee doth know fo much as Jacke « Lewm,
Such Hounds 1 fay,when they their mouths haue fpent,
Let them take f;ccd their Kunting ke not fpide,
Lecalt that the Glower hang them for their iidc.

X know, the Ensnions, Idle, Ignorant,

Will fpitat mee the poyfon of their fplene,

Againe, I know the Skelfull Loborant,

Will not miflike,when they my works hauefeene,

An Honeft minde will foone know what Lmeane.
For Conntries cavfe a Sosldionr {pends his ‘Blood,
And I my Zalent for my Countries good.

Now I haue led the #72y and broke the Zce,

Caftout the Lumps and left the #arer clecres

If any one to follow make it nice,

Andyct that they can Betrer it will fiveare,

To fuch I fpeake Alond that they may heare,
Except they Doe’s they will not be Belecw'd,
And being Caf, tis hard to bee R gprees’d.

T doe not Rob the Skilfull of their due,
Nor Patch iy Bad,with other Good inuention,
For if 0/d grounds Falfe fet, I doe make True,
Therein 1 thew of e4rt the true intention,
And this ( I hope ) deferues no reprehenfion.
But yet I know, how #7¢/l T ere intend it,
Some will far fooner finde a Fan/t then mendit,

Some Mandrake Mome, difpolde topicka Quarrel,
( A if hice dog, it is a thing that drempt I on)
Will fay I fpeake too much vpon the Barred,
And fo I doc,but yet it is an emptic one,
How ere it is, yet {o itis that tempt I on,
The #ife, to worke his euerlafting Famse,
‘The Foole, to worke his euetlafting Shavse,
FINIS. T.R.
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T he Schoole of A uficke.
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T he Schoole of M uficke.
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The Schoole of M uficke.
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T be Schoole of A uficke.
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T be Schoole of AN uficke.
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Rules to 1nftruce you to Sing.

pafom, for what is aboue an cight, is but a repetition of the fame notes which you vitered betore, nthe cight

l :"l RST, vouhalivnde: ftand,that all thatis to be done in fong,is within the compafle of an cight, called 2 Di-
notes of your Glm-vt.

As for example.

G2
FIXIAMEE
1,.C% 7 N
i% {}¢“°'v \i[
VRMFSLF
L1234 56728
e A ] I
- Ay 35
—0q =
G o 5
“V RMFSLES
1 23 4507 8
R
—}: e e,\fo'(-l{;o ‘% ST —
Cn & Y ::l
o ° =
& VRMESLES
12345678

Heerc you fec;that from Gam-vt to G-fol-re-vt in fpace, to G-fol-re-vt in rule aboue, are the fune in number,
yuantitic and qualitie: which according to the Alphabet,from G.ab.cd.ef and then G.againe by rule and fpace,
are cxprefled in the Diapafon, by five termes, words,or notes, as thus. Vith for ¥t, re,mi fa,{ol}a,and {d flill the lugher
you go‘c;ﬁl,fol,l;’\,ﬁu,fa,fol,laj&c. which is thus exprefled in tablature.

- 4 A 71 f,f y’; ": e J[g .J(c[ Z‘.‘_‘% il |
s 2 l1 ;‘ a {Zﬁ-p vy f ‘.z hilid / -
: o~ :; g 7' re) B AL .K‘ b / -
- i AL DIEpAS 7 -

- prd
rosor =~ y (/

Now you haue gotten the way to tunc your voice, (note for notc) with the Lute in the vnifon, (that is:all in
one thne or found, or cight vader) then you may rule your voice to the Viol alfo : Firdt knowing the quantitic of
tymes, und their teftsy for the which purpofc 1 haue fet out fome Pfalmes, both to the voice,and Lute, and voice &
Violin the Vnifon,for yout fure guide. Alfo;] haue fet them full to the Lute,fo that you may vfe which you pleale
atyour pledfire. The timnes of prickfong, youmay know by thie times of the Lute: a3 followcth.

o e 8 o e s e e ——-.——t—-a—-- —-\—-—-«-iu—q--— “
e Jeesa, A At s i a———— - The dirct

g et -+ o isthus e

L
r F F* E jRCﬂS- ——— = ——- made. =5

Semibrefe, Minim,Cratchet,Quater, Semiguaer. Semibrefe, Miitiin, Cratchet,Quauer.

e e e o = e st g ot s b et
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Raules toinflruct yosuto fing.

Hould your Viole fomewhat ftrongly betweene your legs, and in all points,carrie yourleft hand vpon it, as you
doe vpon the Lute.

Hould your bow or flick, hard by the Nut of it, with your forefinger, aboue the ftick, your fecond and third fing-
et (in the hollow of the Nut) betwene the heire and the flick, and your little finger beneath the heire, flack quite
from it. ’

VALE.
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Rulesto inftract you to fing.
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'Rulef to infhruct you to fing.
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