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Back to the East: LSU plays the SEC East for the first time in al-

most a month when the Tigers host Georgia this weekend.

[0 LSU enters on a roll, having won five of its last six contests, in-
cluding a 9-5 victory Wednesday over Tulane in front of an
NCAA-record crowd of 27,673.

[0 LSU will be playing its first home game since an 8-1 win over
New Orleans on Apr. 2. The Tigers are 14-7 at Alex Box Stadium
this year.

[0 The Tigers are coming off a big SEC road series win at Auburn,
LSU’s first of 2002. Prior to the Auburn series, LSU had lost its
last four three-game conference series and split a two-game set
Easter weekend with Mississippi St.

00  LSU will be looking for its first SEC home series win since last
April against Vanderhilt.

Scouting the Bulldogs: Georgia is the surprising leader of the SEC
East with an 8-4 conference record, and is 18-11 overall after a
midweek split with top-ranked Clemson.

[0 The Bulldogs played a pair of nail biters with the top-ranked Ti-
gers of the ACC, winning 5-4 on Tuesday in Athens, then drop-
ping a 6-5 decision Wednesday at Clemson.

[0 The Bulldogs are the defending SEC champions, going 22-8 in
league play and 47-22 overall with the school’s third berth in the
College World Series.

[0 Georgiais looking to make the NCAA tournament in back-to-
back years for the first time in school history

[0 The Bulldogs are led by rookie coach David Perno, who was pro-
moted to replace Ron Polk in July.

[0 Perno was a player on Georgia’s 1990 national championship
team and served previously as an assistant to Steve Webber,
Robert Sapp and Ron Polk at his alma mater.

About the Series: Georgia has won four of the last seven meetings,

but LSU still holds a commanding 40-13-1 all-time lead.

0 LSU and Georgia didn’t meet for the first time until 1975, when
the Tigers swept the Bulldogs in a best-of-three playoff for the
SEC championship.

[0 The Bulldogs won two of three last year in Athens, with all three
games lasting 11 innings in the first SEC series of the season.

[l Georgia became the first SEC East team to win a series in Baton
Rouge when it won two of three in 2000. Vanderbilt became the
second East team to do so earlier this year.

O Inthe 1990s, LSU held an amazing 24-2-1 series edge, the
most lopsided series of any two SEC rivals in the decade.

[0 At one point in the 1990s, LSU won 18 of 19 meetings in the
series, with Georgia’s only win in that stretch being a 9-1 victory
in the 1992 Busch Challenge, a game that didn’t count in the
SEC standings.

0 From 1986-1999, Georgia’s lone series win was in 1987 at Ath-
ens.

[0 LSU haswon 9 of 10 post-season meetings, with Georgia’s lone
win coming in the 1985 SEC Tournament..

About Tonight’s Game...
Records
LSU 21-13, 5-6; Georgia 18-11, 8-4

Rankings
Neither team is ranked

Radio/TV

Radio: LSU Sports Network (WDGL-98.1 FM in Ba-
ton Rouge)—Jim Hawthorne, Patrick Wright
WRFC-960 AM in Athens—Jeff Dantzler, Chris Lakos
Internet—www.Isusports.net (audio and live stats)
Tape Delay TV—Pelican Sports Network (WGMB-Fox
44)—John Burke, Jordy Hultberg

Umpires (assigned by the SEC)
Scott Erby (Nashville), David Brooks (Owensboro,
Ky.) and Charles McElroy (Jackson, Miss.)

Series
LSU leads, 40-12-1 (since 1975)

Last Year

Georgia won the opener, 8-7, with LSU winning the
middle game, 5-3, then Georgia taking a 4-3 victory
in the finale. All three games in Athens lasted 11
innings.

Last Meeting
Georgia 4, LSU 3 in 11 innings (3/11/01 at Ath-
ens)

Coaches

Smoke Laval, LSU (21-13 at LSU; 241-159 in
seven years at UL-Monroe)

David Perno, Georgia (1st year, 18-11)

The rest of the series

Game 2 Saturday at 2 p.m. (Tape Delay TV at 9 p.
m. on WGMB-Fox 44)

Game 3 Sunday at 1 p.m.(Tape Delay TV at 7 p.m.
on Cox Cable Channel 4)

On Deck

Tuesday......... Southern, 6:30 p.m.
Apr.19.......... at South Carolina, 7 p.m. ET
Apr. 20........... at South Carolina, 4 p.m. ET
Apr.21........... at South Carolina, 1:30 p.m. ET
Apr. 23........... at UL-Monroe, 6:30 p.m.

Apr. 26........... Arkansas, 6:30 p.m.

Apr. 27........... Arkansas, 4 p.m.

Apr. 28........... Arkansas, 1 p.m.

Apr. 30........... at UNO (Zephyr Field), 6:30 p.m.

May 3-5......... at Tennessee




Tonight’s Starting Pitcher
#46 Soph. LH Lane Mestepey (6-0, 187, Zachary—Central Private)

Lane Mestepey hasn’t been quite his dominant self, but it has been enough to win his last three starts. He goes for
his fourth consecutive victory in the SEC tonight when he faces Georgia freshman left-hander Mickey Westphal (3-0,
6.29).

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
2002: Is 6-2 with a 3.51 ERA, giving up just 11 walks in 66.2 innings.

> Did not allow a walk over a span of 33.0 innings from Feb. 23 to Mar. 23.

> Giving up just 1.49 walks per nine innings pitched.

> Earned third straight victory with 6.2 innings at Auburn (Apr. 5), allowing just two earned runs and striking out four.

> Walked none in 6.1 innings to improve to 5-2 with win over Mississippi St. (Mar. 30).

> Picked up second complete game victory at Ole Miss (Mar. 23) despite walking a career-high five batters.

> Gave up five runs (four earned) on nine hits in last outing vs. Vanderbilt (Mar. 16), taking his first loss as a starter
since last May 4 at Arkansas.

> Earned second consecutive LSWA Pitcher of the Week honor for effort vs. UL-Monroe (Mar. 9), giving up one run in
eight innings.

> Earned complete-game victory at Houston (Feb. 23), giving up just one run on six hits in the final 7.0 innings.

> Followed up Houston game with brilliant 8.0 inning stint vs. Long Beach St. (Mar. 2, Game 2), striking out a career-

best eight to improve to 2-0 to earn LSWA Pitcher of the Week honors.
> Struck out six in 7.0-plus innings against Birmingham-Southern on Feb. 9. Carried a shutout into the eighth inning.

2001: Led the SEC in victories (11) and ERA (3.75), going 11-3 in 22 games (19 starts), pitching 139.1 innings.

> Named the national Freshman of the Year by Collegiate Baseball and was a third team All-American by the same
publication.

Named the 2001 SEC Freshman of the Year and was a first team AlI-SEC selection.

Allowed two or fewer earned runs in 11 of 19 starts.

Yielded only 2.39 walks per nine innings.

Went 7.1 or more innings in his first eight SEC starts.

Named SEC Pitcher of the Week on Apr. 16 for sterling Easter Sunday effort vs. Ole Miss. In complete-game victory,
Mestepey walked none and scattered nine hits. Was 2-0 with a 1.20 ERA in two outings in 2001 against the Rebels.
Four days before the Ole Miss victory, he allowed only one earned run over 7.2 innings against Tulane at Zephyr
Field.

Got victory in first career start vs. Kansas St. on Feb. 11, giving up six hits in 6.0 innings.

Had superb effort in no-decision at Georgia on Mar. 10, giving up one earned run and striking out six in 7.2 innings.
Fell just short of shutout on Mar. 24 at Mississippi St., allowing one run and no walks while fanning six over 8.1 in-
nings.

First complete-game came vs. Kentucky on Mar. 30, giving up one earned run and striking out five.

Did not lose until Apr. 20 vs. Vanderbilt, and even in that loss, he threw a complete game.

Turned in spectacular complete-game effort at Alabama on Apr. 27, giving up one earned run and fanning six to
start LSU on its way to a three-game sweep in Tuscaloosa. He retired 18 of 19 batters faced in the fourth through
eighth innings.

Allowed no earned runs over 6.0 innings of victory vs. Ole Miss at SEC Tournament May 17.

Made last effort of the year his best, going 10.0 innings and striking out six in Super Regional at Tulane, a game LSU
won in 13 innings.
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MESTEPEY’S CAREER STATISTICS

Year ERA W-L App GS CG SV IP H R ER BB SO
2001 3.75 11-3 22 19 4 1 139.14 158 77 58 37 79
2002 3.51 6-2 10 9 2 0 66.2 79 32 26 11 39
TOTALS 3.67 175 32 28 6 1 206.0 237 109 84 48 118

Pitching matchups for remainder of the Georgia series:
Saturday: LSU Soph. RHP Brian Wilson (4-2, 4.01) vs. Georgia Jr. RHP Brandon Moorhead (2-0, 3.66)
Sunday: LSU Jr. RHP Bo Pettit (4-5, 3.73) vs. Georgia Fr. LHP Jason Fellows (1-0, 4.40)
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Lane Mestepey career game-by-game

2001 (22 appearances, 11-3, 3.75)
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LSU vs. Georgia since 1990

Date Site Result
3/11/01  Athens UGA, 4-3 (11)
3/10/01  Athens LSU, 5-3 (11)
3/9/01 Athens UGA, 8-7 (11)
5/16/00 Birmingham> LSU, 11-3
3/12/00 Baton Rouge LSU, 13-3
3/11/00 Baton Rouge UGA, 10-8 (10)
3/10/00 Baton Rouge UGA, 7-3
5/9/99 Athens Tie, 11-11 (9)
5/8/99 Athens LSU, 18-13
5/7/99 Athens LSU, 4-3
3/8/98 Baton Rouge LSU, 14-9
3/7/98 Baton Rouge LSU, 14-1 (7)
3/6-7/98 Baton Rouge LSU, 4-1
3/16/97 Athens LSy, 7-3
3/15/97 Athens UGA, 119
3/14/97  Athens LSU, 6-5 (10)
3/17/96 Baton Rouge LSU, 23-5
3/16/96 Baton Rouge LSy, 12-5
3/15/96 Baton Rouge LSy, 14-4
4/2/95 Baton Rouge LSU, 7-4 (12)
4/1/95 Baton Rouge LSU, 11-5
3/31/95 Baton Rouge LSy, 8-2
4/3/94 Athens LSy, 12-6
4/2/94 Athens LSy, 7-3
4/1/94 Athens LSy, 14-11
5/16/92 New Orleans* LSU, 5-3
2/22/92 New Orleans# UGA, 9-1
5/12/91 Athens LSU, 16-7
5/11/91  Athens LSU, 5-0 (7)
5/11/91 Athens LSU, 10-4
5/13/90 Baton Rouge LSU, 8-5
5/12/90 Baton Rouge LSU, 5-2 (7)
5/12/90 Baton Rouge LSU, 11-2

*—SEC Tournament
#—Busch Challenge, Superdome

All-time since 1975: LSU leads, 40-12-1

Since 1990: LSU leads, 27-6-1

At Baton Rouge: LSU leads, 20-5

At Athens: LSU leads, 16-6-1

At Neutral Sites: LSU leads, 4-1

Skip Bertman vs. UGA (1984-2001): 38-12-1 (28-7 vs.
Steve Webber, 7-1-1 vs. Robert Sapp, 3-4 vs. Ron Polk)
Smoke Laval vs. UGA: First Meeting

David Perno vs. LSU: First Meeting

Going for two straight
Last weekend, LSU was in dire need of a series win
after not winning its previous five SEC series.

This weekend, that sense of dread is replaced by the
positive thoughts of going for a second consecutive
conference series win.

If LSU can win two games from Georgia this weekend,
not only will the Tigers have back-to-back series wins,
but they will find themselves at .500 in the league for
the first time since being 1-1 during the Vanderbilt se-
ries. Of course, a series sweep puts the Tigers back
over .500.

Unless LSU sweeps, it will have its poorest SEC record
at the halfway point of a 30-game league schedule
since the conference adopted the current format in
1996. The previous poor record at the halfway point
was an 8-7 mark in 1999. Last year, LSU was 10-5
and on top of the overall SEC race at the halfway
mark.

Barker wins LSWA honor

It wasn’t announced in time for Wednesday's notes ,
but senior right fielder Sean Barker was named the
Louisiana Sportswriters’ Association Player of the
Week for April 1-7 after batting .625 (10-for-16) in
the Tigers’ four games last week.

Barker, who is hitting .381 with a team high 31 RBI
this year, hit his third home run and went 3-for-5 in
the Tigers’ 9-5 win over Tulane at the Superdome.
Barker has at least three hits in four of LSU’s last five
contests.

Tigers, Wave shatter attendance record

When Skip Bertman arrived at LSU in 1984, nobody
could have dared to dream that someday LSU would
be involved in a game that set the NCAA attendance
record.

Today, that dream is a reality, as LSU and Tulane drew
an NCAA record crowd of 27,673 to the Louisiana Su-
perdome on Wednesday as the Fighting Tigers
claimed a 9-5 victory. The bigger winner, though, was
college baseball, especially in Louisiana.

Prior to Wednesday, the largest crowd to watch an
NCAA baseball game was 24,859 that watched a
1999 College World Series doubleheader that saw
Miami defeat Alabama and Rice down Oklahoma
State. The previous record for a regular season game
was the 21,043 that viewed a 1996 doubleheader
between Texas and TCU in the last year of the old
Southwest Conference.

The paid figure of 27,673 will go on the books, but
even the actual turnstile count of 25,101 broke all of
the old records.

Just how far has college baseball come in Louisiana?
The crowd Wednesday surpassed the crowds for any
of the three sessions of the first and second rounds
of the 2001 NCAA men’s basketball tournament at the
Dome, and was just 5,000 short of the crowd at the
last LSU-Tulane football game at the Superdome in
1994.




Return of the apes?

No, one big game does not signal the return of “Gorilla
Ball” (or, more properly for Louisiana, “Geauxrilla Ball™).
But it certainly was fun to see the display of power put
on by LSU Wednesday night in the Superdome.

The Tigers hit a season-high four home runs in the 9-5
win over Tulane in front of an NCAA record crowd of
27,673. The four home runs are the most by LSU since
clubbing four in last year’s regional championship
game against VCU.

The barrage started with Aaron Hill’s two-run jack in the
third, his fourth of the season (tying Wally Pontiff for
the team lead), and fourth in the last six games for
LSU. Hill hit five home runs in 46 games in 2001.

The Tigers tacked on three more in the fifth inning, as
Sean Barker, Jason Columbus and Chris Philips
smacked solo home runs. The home run for Columbus
was the first of his LSU career, as he came in batting
just .217, while Barker and Phillips each collected their
third round-tripper.

Prior to the big fifth inning, LSU had hit three home
runs in a game just once this year, and that came in a
10-2 win over Long Beach St. in the second game of a
Mar. 2 doubleheader. In fact, that inning marked the
first time LSU had multiple home runs in one inning
since last year’s regional final.

Three home runs in an inning? You have to go back a
long way to find the last time that happened. It came at
the 1998 College World Series against Mississippi St.,
when Brad Cresse, Clint Earnhart and Wes Davis
homered in succession en route to a 10-8 LSU victory.

Pettit shines in front of record crowd

Many pitchers might shrink at the thought of playing
in front of a record crowd. Instead, LSU hurler Bo
Pettit shined for the 27,673 in attendance at the
Superdome on Wednesday.

Pettit worked 5.0 innings against Tulane, giving up
just one hit and one walk and striking out five. Pettit
retired the first 12 batters he faced, getting eight to
ground out and striking out the other four. He ended
up facing just one batter over the minimum in im-
proving to 4-5 on the year, lowering his ERA by a
third of a run from 4.07 to 3.73.

Pettit continues to thrive in non-conference games,
as he hasn't allowed a run in his last 13.1 innings to
non-SEC foes. He also threw 4.0 shutout innings in a
win over New Orleans on Apr. 2.

Now comes the hard part—sustaining that superb
effort in SEC games, as he gets the start on Sunday
against Georgia. In his last three SEC starts—losses
to Ole Miss, Mississippi St. and Auburn—Pettit has
given up 18 runs on 17 hits and walked 18 in just
9.1 innings for a 9.64 ERA. Pettit has proven he can
be effective in league play, though; he threw a com-
plete game, four-hit shutout in a 6-0 triumph over
Vanderbilt on Mar. 15.

The hit parade

The biggest reason why LSU has won seven of its last
10 games is certainly the Tigers’ improvement at the
plate.

LSU has collected at least 10 hits in its last eight
games, while the Tigers failed to get double digit hits in
15 of their first 26 games of the year. The streak of 10-
hit games is just one shy of the 2001 season high of
nine, done between Feb. 18 through Mar. 4.

During this stretch, LSU has raised its season batting
average by 12 points to .294, the highest it's been
since LSU’s average stood at .297 on Mar. 10.

In three of the last four games, the Tigers have col-
lected at least 14 hits (all victories). |

Hill still hot

Aaron Hill watched his nine-game hitting streak end
on Sunday at Auburn, so Hill did what any good hit-
ter would do, and that’s start a new streak.

Hill went 3-for-4 with a two-run home run and a two-
run single in Wednesday’s 9-5 win over Tulane, giv-
ing Hill his fifth three-hit game since returning from
a separated shoulder he suffered early in the sea-
son.

Hill has now hit a home run in four of his last six
games, tying him for the team lead with Wally Pon-
tiff. The sophomore shortstop is now also just one
homer shy of his season total from 2001 of five.

In the Tigers’ last 10 games, Hill has been out of
this world, batting .535 (23-for-43) with four home
runs, 19 RBI, a .592 on-base percentage and an
amazing 1.023 slugging percentage. Hill's season
batting average is now tops on the Tigers at .383,
two points ahead of Sean Barker (.381). Hill is now
batting an even .400 (14-for-35) with runners in
scoring position, and leads LSU with a .457 average
in SEC games.




Leading off on the right foot

One of the keys to scoring runs is getting the leadoff
man on base. LSU has had trouble with that part
much of the season, but as of late, that’s turned itself
around.

In the last five games,, the Tigers have gotten the
leadoff runner on in 23 of 44 innings (52.3 percent),
and it’s no surprise the Tigers have scored 38 runs in
winning four of their last five outings.

LSU’s on-base percentage for leadoff hitters is still
just .379, but the batting average leading off an in-
ning has risen to .289. The Tigers also have seven
leadoff home runs on the year, including a blast by
Sean Barker in the fifth inning on Wednesday against
Tulane that was one of three home runs in the inning.

Looking good in the first

Another key to good offensive baseball is the ability to
take an early lead, something the Tigers have taken to
heart lately.

LSU has scored in the opening inning in eight of its
last 10 games, including a three-run outburst in the
Tigers’ victory at Auburn on Sunday. The Tigers have
won seven of their last 10 games and have scored in
the opening inning in six of those seven victories, with
the lone exception coming on Mar. 26 at Southeastern
Louisiana.

The Tigers’ best inning at the plate has been the first,
as LSU has a .352 batting average in the opening
frame, scoring 39 runs.

The problem for LSU has been hitting in later innings.
The Tigers’ batting average drops precipitously

from .352 to .238 from the first to the second inning,
while LSU is hitting just .246 combined in the fourth
and fifth innings, scoring just a total of 29 runs in
those two frames.

Smacking around southpaws
One rap against LSU all year has been the Tigers’
inability to consistently hit left-handed pitching.

However, the Tigers showed they can have suc-
cess against southpaws on Wednesday against
Tulane. LSU collected 12 of its 14 hits off of left-
handed pitching, including five off of starter Kris
Kline and three more off of Beau Richardson and
Joey Charron, the Wave’s ace reliever. The Wave
threw four lefties at LSU, and the Tigers scored
seven of their nine runs off of southpaws.

In fact, LSU has been showing slow, but steady,
improvement against lefties this year, as the Ti-
gers are hitting a solid .323 (22-for-68) in the last
six contests against left-handed pitching, including
a 12-for-29 effort against the Green Wave.

Sean Barker leads LSU with a .458 average
against lefties, followed by Eric Wiethorn at .369.
Third on the team against lefties is a left-handed
hitter, as Wally Pontiff has a .364 mark against
southpaws. Chris Phillips (.358) and Aaron Hill
(.333) have also thrived against the port-siders.

Midweek turnaround

After losing three straight midweek games in March,
the Tigers have won their last three midweek contest,
scoring 27 runs and pounding out 35 hits in defeating
Southeastern Louisiana, New Orleans and Tulane.

During the earlier losing streak to Tulane and UL-
Lafayette (twice), LSU could muster just six runs and
26 hits in three games. LSU is now hitting .275 in mid-
week games and is fashioning a solid 3.30 ERA in
those same games.

Taking a lead (and keeping it)

Early in the season, LSU needed several come-
backs to snatch victory from the jaws of defeat.
Lately, however, that hasn’t been the case.

In the Tigers’ last eight victories, LSU has trailed
in a total of ONE inning, falling behind 3-2 to
Southeastern Louisiana on Mar. 26 in the second
before taking the lead for good in the third in a 9-
7 triumph. Auburn briefly tied LSU at 3-3 after two
on Sunday, but LSU again took the lead for good
in the third.

LSU hasn’t needed a late-inning comeback to win
since Mar. 8, when it rallied from a 3-0 deficit with
four runs in the eighth inning to defeat UL-
Monroe.

Indoor Warriors

Wednesday’s win over Tulane improved LSU to 29-
14 all-time in domed stadiums, as the Tigers have
now won 15 of its last indoor games dating back
to 1995. LSU is now 26-14 all-time at the Super-
dome and 3-0 in the Minneapolis Metrodome,
where it won the 1995 Hormel Foods Classic.




LSU’s Quality Starts in 2002

Date  Opponent Pitcher Line (Decision; pitcher of record if not starter)
2/9 BSC Mestepey 7.0IP, 6 H, 2 ER, 6 K (ND) (Wilson)

2/12  SLU Vaught 6.0 1P, 1 H, 1 ER, 8 K (ND) (David)

2/15  Mercer Pettit 7.21P,8H,4R,0ER, 12K (W)

2/17 Mercer Tompkins 6.21IP,4H, 1ER, 6 K(W)

2/23  at Houston Mestepey 9.0IP,11H, 4R, 3ER,3K(W,CG)

3/2 Long Beach St. (2) Mestepey 8.0IP,5H, 1ER,0BB, 8 K(W)

3/3 Long Beach St. Tompkins 8.0IP,12H, 4R, 3ER, 0BB, 8 K(ND) (Wilson)
3/8 UL-Monroe Pettit 6.1 1P, 8 H, 3ER, 10 K (ND) (David)

3/9 UL-Monroe Mestepey 8.0IP,7H,1ER,0BB,5K (W)

3/12 UL-Lafayette Tompkins 6.0 IP, 3H, OR, 6 K (ND) (Mestepey)

3/15  Vanderbilt Pettit 9.0IP,4H,0R, 12 K (W, CG, SHO)

3/23 at Ole Miss Mestepey 9.0IP,10H,5R, 4 ER, 2K (W, CG)

3/30  Mississippi St. Mestepey 6.11P, 10 H, 3ER, 0 BB, 3K (W)

4/2 UNO Pettit* 401P,2H,0R,0BB, 2K (W)

4/5 Auburn Mestepey 6.21P,10H,4R, 2 ER, 2BB, 4 K (W)

4/10 atTulane Pettit* 501IP,1H,0R,1BB,5K (W)

Quality starts by pitcher: Mestepey 8, Pettit 4, Tompkins 3, Vaught 1.

A quality start is when a pitcher goes 6.0 or more innings and gives up fewer than four earned runs. Complete game
victories, regardless of runs allowed, are always counted as quality starts. Games eventually lost by LSU are in bold.
*-.In the games against Tulane and UNO, Pettit was on a pitch count, and due to his superb numbers, he qualified

for the quality start in both cases.

LSU Comeback Victories

Date Opponent Largest Deficit How Took Lead (inn.)# Final
2/9 BSC 9-7 (8) Pontiff RBI single (9th) 109
2/10 BSC 5-4 (13) Hill 2-RBI double (13th) 6-5 (13)
2/16 Mercer 6-2 (5) Vargas grand slam (7th) 9-6
2/20 at Centenary 6-5 (7) Raymer 2-run double (9t) 7-6*
2/23 at Houston 4-0 (5) Pontiff 3-run double (6t) 84

3/3 Long Beach St. 3-1(6) Heath solo HR (11th) 54

3/8 UL-Monroe 3-0(8) Hahn RBI triple (8th) 4-3
3/10 UL-Monroe 5-4 (6) Harris 2-run HR (7th) 8-7**
3/26 at SLU 1-0 (1) Hill RBI single (4t) 9-7

Games in which LSU deficit in bottom of the 1st inning are not counted.

#--Play that gave LSU the lead it never relinquished.
*.-LSU surrendered lead and trailed 5-4 after 6th.
**..LSU surrendered lead and trailed 5-4 after 5th,

LSU Leads Blown

Date Opponent Largest Lead# Play that Gave up Lead Score Result
2/8 BSC 4-0 (1) Griffith 2-run HR (3) 4-4 *

2/8 BSC 7-4 (7) Wilson 2-run throwing error (8) 7-9 W, 10-9
2/9 BSC 3-0(7) Tucker 2-run HR (8) 3-3 W, 6-5 (13)
2/12 SLU 2-1(7) Buras 2-run HR (8) 2-3 L, 4-3
2/20 at Centenary 3-0 (6) Pate 3-run double (6) 34 *x
2/20 at Centenary 4-3 (7) Branson RBI single (7) 5-6 W, 7-6
2/24 at Houston 11-7 (7) Pontiff throwing error (9) 11-12 L,12-11
3/5 Tulane 5-0 (4) Scelfo throwing error (6) 5-6 L, 6-5
3/10 UL-Monroe 4-3 (4) Eady RBI double (5) 4-5 W, 8-7
3/17 Vanderbilt 7-5(9) Kaye 2-run double (9) 7-8 L, 87
3/24 at Ole Miss 7-4 (8) Christian grand slam (8) 7-10 L, 10-7
3/26 at SLU 3-1(2) Duhe 2-run HR (2) 2-3 W, 9-7

#--Largest lead prior to it being given up.
*--LSU regained 7-4 lead after five, but then gave it up with five runs in the eighth.
**..| SU regained 5-4 lead in top of seventh, but gave it up in bottom of the seventh. *




LSU’s Blown Saves

Date Opponent Pitcher (to save for) Lead Blown Final (Pitcher of Record
2/8 BSC Guidry (Pettit) 7-4 (8) W, 10-9 (Wilson)

2/9 BSC David (Mestepey) 3-1(8) W, 6-5 (13) (Determann)
2/12 SLU David (Vaught) 2-1(8) L, 4-3 (David)

2/24 at Houston  Wilson (David) 11-8 (8) L, 12-11 (Wilson)

3/5 Tulane Guidroz (Harris) 5-4 (6) L, 6-5 (Guidroz)

3/24 at Ole Miss  David (Tompkins) 4-3 (6) *

3/24 at Ole Miss  Guidry (David) 7-4 (8) L, 10-7 (Guidry)

3/24 at Ole Miss  Wilson (David) 7-6 (8) L, 10-7 (Guidry)

*--Ole Miss tied the game at 4-4 in the 6th, but LSU regained 7-4 lead in the 8th,

LSU in Save Situations (saves in bold)

Date  Opponent Pitcher Line Pitcher Result Final
2/8  BSC David 1.0IP,1H,0OR H (1) W, 10-9
2/8  BSC Guidry 0.11P,1h, 3ER, 2 BB BS (1) W, 10-9
2/9  BSC David 1.21P, 1 H, 1ER, 1K BS (1) W, 6-5 (13)
2/12  SLU David 1.11P,3H,3ER,1BB,1K BS(2),L(0-1) L, 4-3
2/15 Mercer Guidry 11I1P,2H,0R,1BB S(1) W, 74
2/24  atHouston Guidry 2.0I1P,3H,2R,1ER,1BB H(1) L, 12-11
2/24  atHouston Wilson 1.11P,3H,3R,0ER, 1K BS(1),L(2-1) L, 12-11
3/5  Tulane Guidroz  3.2IP,3H,1R,0ER, 4K BS(1),L(0-1) L, 6-5
3/8 UL-Monroe Wilson 10IP, 1K S(1) W, 4-3
3/10 UL-Monroe Guidry 0.21P,1H,1K H (2) W, 8-7
3/10 UL-Monroe Wilson 10IP,2H,2ER,1BB S(2) w, 8-7
3/24  atOle Miss David 201IP,2H,3R,0ER,2BB BS(3) L, 10-7
3/24  atOle Miss Guidry 0.11P,2ER,2BB BS (2), L (0-1) L, 10-7
3/24  atOle Miss Wilson 011P,2H,1ER,1K BS (2) L, 10-7
3/30 Mississippi St. Tompkins 2.21P,0H,1BB,4K S(1) W, 7-3
4/2 UNO Wilson 1.11P,2H, 1ER, 2 BB H (1) W, 8-1
4/2  UNO Vargas 22I1P,0H,0R, 1K H (1) W, 8-1
a/7 at Auburn Tompkins 3.0IP,3H,0R,1BB,3K S(2) W, 9-5
4/10 atTulane Harris 30IP,3H,2R,1ER,3K H(1) W, 9-5

A “hold” is credited when a pitcher enters with a save situation and holds the lead, but is pulled before the
game is over.

LSU Bullpen Statistics

Innings Pitched Breakdown

Team Starters (%) Relievers (%)
LSU 178.1 (65.6) 93.1(34.4)
Opponents 168.2 (64.1) 94.2 (34.9)




LSU Week-by-Week in the Polls LSU on Live TV (2-3)

Date (Record) BA cB BBW Date Opponent Score/Time _ Network
Final 2001 9 9 10 2/24 at Houston L,12-11 Jumbo
Pre-Season 7 5 6 3/19 at UL-Lafayette L,7-0 Jumbo
Feb. 4 (0-0) 7 5 6 3/24 at Ole Miss L, 10-7 Jumbo
Feb. 11 (3-0) 5 3 2 4/7  at Auburn W, 9-5 Jumbo
Feb. 18 (6-1) 5 3 3 4/10 at Tulane W, 9-5 Jumbo
Feb. 25 (8-3) 9 8 7 4/21 at South Carolina  1:30 p.m. ET Jumbo
Mar. 4 (10-4) 6 8 6 5/3 at Tennessee 7 p.m. ET Comcast
Mar. 11 (13-5) 9 8 7 5/4  at Tennessee 4p.m. ET SEC-TV
Mar. 18 (14-8) 14 14 16 5/5 atTennessee 2p.m. ET Jumbo
Mar. 25 (15-11) NR NR 22 5/10 atFlorida 6:30 p.m. ET Sunshine
Apr. 1(17-12) NR NR NR 5/12 atFlorida 1p.m. ET Jumbo/Sun.
Apr. 8 (20-13) NR NR NR

Currently 35th in NCBWA poll. LSU on Tape-Delay TV (all home): 6-5

LSU Double Plays Turned

Date Opponent Inn. Batter Players Involved

2/8 BSC 7th Tucker Pontiff-Scelfo-Gill (5-4-3)

2/10 BSC 4th Godwin Hill-Scelfo-Columbus (6-4-3)

2/15 Mercer 2nd Jones Pontiff-Gill (5-3)

2/16 Mercer 8th Jackson Scelfo-Holt-Vargas (6-4-3)

2/17 Mercer 2nd Lynch Raymer-Gill (8-3 fly out)

2/20 at Centenary 8th Williams Wilson-Scelfo-Gill (1-6-3)

2/23 at Houston 3rd Musselwhite Pontiff-Gill-Vargas (5-4-3)

2/23 at Houston oth Cho Holt-Vargas-Pontiff-Welch (6-3-5-2)*

3/2 Long Beach (G1) 9t Genung Pontiff-Gill-Vargas (5-4-3)

3/2 Long Beach (G2) 4t Wright Gill-Holt-Vargas (4-6-3)

3/2 Long Beach (G2) 6t Genung Pontiff-Gill (5-4 foul fly)

3/3 Long Beach 1st Jennings Gill-Holt-Vargas (4-6-3)

3/3 Long Beach 3rd Jennings Phillips-Gill (2-4 strikeout-throw out; Reed CS)
3/5 Tulane 3rd Feldman Pontiff-Gill-Wiethorn (5-4-3)

3/5 Tulane 7th Madden Scelfo-Gill-Wiethorn (6-4-3)

3/10 UL-Monroe 3rd Wolfe Pontiff-Gill-Columbus (5-4-3)

3/10 UL-Monroe 4th Welch Pontiff-Gill-Columbus (5-4-3)

3/10 UL-Monroe 7th Eady Holt-Gill-Columbus (6-4-3)

3/12 UL-Lafayette 1st Coles Holt-Scelfo-Harris (4-6-3)

3/19 at UL-Lafayette 1st Sneed Hill-Scelfo-Harris (6-4-3)

3/19 at UL-Lafayette 7th Sneed Hill-Harris (6-3 line drive)

3/23 at Ole Miss 2nd Christian Holt-Hill-Harris (4-6-3)

3/23 at Ole Miss 4th Tolbert Holt-Hill-Harris (4-6-3)

3/24 at Ole Miss 7th Rogers Holt-Hill-Harris (4-6-3)

3/26 at SLU 3rd Krajancic Pontiff-Holt-Gill (5-4-3)

3/29 Mississippi St. 2nd Goodson Scelfo-Hill-Harris (4-6-3)

3/30 Mississippi St. 5th Tucker Hill-Scelfo (6-4 line drive)

3/30 Mississippi St. 6t Burkley Hill-Scelfo (6-4 line drive)

3/30 Mississippi St. oth Goodson Harris-Hill-Harris (3-6-3)*

4/2 UNO 4th Trevizo Pettit-Hill-Columbus (1-6-3)

a/7 at Auburn 7th Huddleston Hill-Holt-Gill (6-4-3)

a4/7 at Auburn 8th Schade Hill-Gill (6-3)

4/10 at Tulane 5th Clark Pontiff-Scelfo-Columbus (5-4-3)




Baseball America (4/8)
Clemson (28-3)
Stanford (22-6)

Rice (28-7)

Alabama (29-5)
Wake Forest (25-6)
Georgia Tech (27-4)
Houston (23-10)
South Carolina (24-8)
Wichita St. (20-7)

. Florida St. (30-11)

. Florida (24-10)

. Nebraska (21-10)

. Cal St. Fullerton (21-10)

. Long Beach St. (20-9)

. Ole Miss (25-7)

. Texas (28-9)

. Baylor (22-12)

. Texas A&M (26-11)

. Florida Atlantic (29-6)

. East Carolina (23-7-1)

. North Carolina (22-11)

. Richmond (28-3)

. Arizona St. (22-12)

. Oklahoma St. (22-8)

25. James Madison (26-7)
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Collegiate Baseball (4/8)
Clemson (28-3)
Stanford (22-6)
Alabama (29-5)

Rice (28-7)

Georgia Tech (27-4)
Wake Forest (25-6)
South Carolina (24-8)
Wichita St. (20-7)

Ole Miss (25-7)

10. Nebraska (21-10)

11. Houston (23-10)

12. Florida (24-10)

13. North Carolina (22-11)
14. Florida St. (30-11)

15. Texas (28-9)

16. Texas A&M (26-11)
17. Oklahoma St. (22-8)
18. Baylor (22-11)

19. Cal St. Fullerton (21-10)
20. Florida Atlantic (29-6)
21. Long Beach St. (20-9)
22. Arizona St. (22-12)
23. Richmond (28-3)

24. Oklahoma (19-12)
25. Ohio St. (18-6-1)

26. Stetson (27-5)

27. SW Missouri St. (20-5)
28. Southern Miss (21-11)
29. East Carolina (23-7-1)
30. James Madison (26-7)

©CRONOOTAWNE

ESPN/Baseball Weekly (4/8)
Clemson (28-3)
Stanford (22-6)

Rice (28-7)

Georgia Tech (27-4)
Alabama (29-5)
Wake Forest (25-6)
South Carolina (24-8)
Florida St. (30-11)
Texas (28-9)

. Wichita St. (20-7)

. Florida (24-10)

. Houston (23-10)

. Ole Miss (25-7)

. Nebraska (21-10)

. Cal St. Fullerton (21-10)

. Arizona St. (22-12)

. Baylor (22-12)

. Texas A&M (26-11)

. Oklahoma St. (22-8)

. Long Beach St. (20-9)

. Richmond (28-3)

. Auburn (24-10)

. East Carolina (23-7-1)

. North Carolina (22-11)

25. Stetson (27-5)
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About LSU’s 21-13 Record....

[[gTeoTo] ¢
Extra Innings............
One-Run Games

Vs. Ranked Teams*
Vs. in-state......cco.....
Vs. Southland ..........
Vs. C-USA .....cccueenee.
Vs. Big West..............
Vs. Atlantic Sun........
Vs. Big South ...........
Vs. Sun Belt .............
Vs. Independents.....
Vs. RH starters.........
Vs. LH starters.........
With RH starter........
With LH starter ......ceeennee
When Scoring First
When opp. scores first ......... 7-9

Leading after 7 .....ccoeeeeeeens 18-3
Tied after 7 .ceeveevenneeeeen 1-0
Trailing after 7 .....oceeeveeenns 2-10
Leading after 8......cccccevvueennen 17-2
Tied after 8 ...ocvvvveveceeeceeen 2-0
Trailing after 8 .....cccovvvevveneen 2-11
When Scoring 10+................ 4-1
When Scoring <4...........c..... 0-8
When Allowing 10+ .............. 0-4
When Allowing <4................. 6-1
When both score 10+ .......... 0-0
When both score <4............. 0-1
With 10+ Hits...cceeeeeeveeenee 15-4
Yielding 10+ Hits .....ccevvvnenee. 6-11
Yielding <5 hitS...ccccevvuererennne 1-0
With <5 HitS..covcerveerereiiene 0-0
More HitS ....cooeceeeeiieiiieee 13-1
Fewer HitS...oooeverveenieeeenn 6-12
Equal HitS....oooeieeieieieeeeee 2-0
Starters ...ccvveeeveeeveerseeeeee 12-7
Relievers ......coovveeceeecieeeene 9-6
Starter Goes 6+ inn.............. 14-6
Starter Goes <4 inn.............. 34
With NnO HR ..o -
With 3+ HR .........

Allowing no HR

Allowing 3+ HR -
SUNAAY o -

TUESAAY ..eeeeeereeeeeeee e -
Wednesday.............

WHhIte .eoveeeeeeeeeeee e,

PUrple ..o

2] = o] N

(CT - 1Y
Sleeveless..............

Blown Saves

Games won on final AB........ 4

Games lost on final AB ........ 2
Comeback wins......cccceeeueen. 9
Comeback losses................. 7

1 10] (0] V] =T 1

Times shut out ..........ueeeeee. 1
Longest Game.......ccccceeueennee. 4:23 (BSC,
2/9 in 13 innings)

Shortest Game......cccccveeneen. 2:12 (UL-

Monroe, 3/9)

Biggest Lead Overcome....... 4 (at Hous-
ton, 2/23)

Largest Lead Blown ............. 5 (Tulane,
3/5)

*—ranked at time of game




Notes on the Tigers—Position Players

#36 RF Sean Barker

Sr.-1L, 6-3, 225, Bakersfield, Calif. (Bakersfield CC)

0 Named SEC Player of the Week on Feb. 11 for his 9-for-15, 7 RBI effort in Birmingham-Southern series
to open season.

Named the Louisiana Sportswriters’ Association Player of the Week on Apr. 9 after going 10-for-16 in
four games (one vs. UNO, three at Auburn).

The only Tiger to start all 34 games this year.

Second on the Tigers with a .381 batting average, and has hit safely in 26 games this year.

Has seven three-hit games and a four-hit game to his credit this year.

LSU’s leader with 31 RBI.

Went 4-for-6 with 3 RBI in season-opener vs. Birmingham-Southern (Feb. 8).

Collected season high 4 RBI in finale of BSC series (Feb. 10).

Hit first LSU home run of season vs. Southeastern La. (Feb. 12).

Hit three-run homer off of Vanderbilt ace Jeremy Sowers in win over the Commodores (Mar. 15).
Collected 3-for-3, 3 RBI game to defeat New Orleans (Apr. 2).

Clubbed his third home run of 2002 in win over Tulane (Apr. 10).

O

Ooogoooooood

#39 1B Jason Columbus

Jr.-JC, 6-5, 235, Alamogordo, N.M. (New Mexico JC)

O Hit his first career home run in win over Tulane at the Superdome (Apr. 10).
O Was the NJCAA home run champion at New Mexico JC in 2001.

#3 2B/1B Blake Gill

Fr.-RS, 5-10, 195, Bradenton, Fla. (Manatee HS)

O Has started at both first and second base for the Tigers and has become regular against right-handed
pitching.

O Went 4-for-4 and scored three runs to break O-for-16 drought in third game of Mercer series (Feb. 17).

O Went 7-for-14 in series at Houston (Feb. 22-24), getting three hits in each of the final two games of the
series.

O Had key two-run triple in win over UL-Monroe (Mar. 8), then scored game-tying run.

O Drove in two runs in win at Ole Miss (Mar. 23).

O Had a key two-run single in win at Auburn (Apr. 5).

#7 OF Dustin Hahn

Fr.-HS, 6-0, 220, Reno, Nev. (Galena HS)

O True freshman who will be key to future in Tigers’ outfield.

O Had game-winning triple in win over UL-Monroe (Mar. 8).

O Hit first career home run in pinch-hitting role at Centenary (Feb. 20).
O The son of former New York Mets outfielder Don Hahn.

#21 P/IF Clay Harris

Fr.-HS, 6-4, 228, Slidell (Slidell HS)

O One of two fantastic freshmen who can hit and pitch.

O Hit two two-run home runs in win over UL-Monroe (Mar. 10), becoming the only LSU player so far this
year to hit two homers in one game.

Made return to mound at SLU (Mar. 26), going 4.0 innings and giving up five runs.
Struck out a career-high eight in 5.1 innings against Tulane (Mar. 5).

Hit grand slam in second career plate appearance vs. Mercer (Feb. 17)

Got first career start at third base vs. Centenary (Feb. 20).

Was forced into first career start on Feb. 24 at Houston, going 2.0 innings.

Went 5.1 innings to earn victory vs. Mercer (Feb. 16).

Pitched 3.0 innings in first SEC mound stint at Auburn (Apr. 6).

Oooooood




#6 OF Matt Heath
Sr.-1L, 6-0, 200, Fernandina Beach, Fla. (Florida)

g
g
g

Ooooodg

The only switch hitter in the LSU lineup.

Has made smooth transition from catcher to the outfield.

Went 2-for-4 with a two-run triple in victory at Auburn (Apr. 7), allowing LSU to win its first SEC series of
2002.

Went 3-for-4 in exhibition against the Triple-A New Orleans Zephyrs (Apr. 3).

Hit game-winning home run in 11th inning to defeat Long Beach St. (Mar. 3).

Had career day vs. Mercer (Feb. 17), going 3-for-4 and driving in a career high six runs.

Went 3-for-4 with a pair of RBI in win over UL-Monroe (Mar. 9).

Hit two home runs in series with Vanderbilt (Mar. 15-17), going 5-for-8 in the series.

#5 SS Aaron Hill
So.-1L, 5-11, 196, Visalia, Calif. (Redwood HS)
**2001 Freshman All-American**

O One of the hottest hitters in the SEC.

O Leads the Tigers in batting average (.383), home runs (4) and slugging percentage (.628).

O Batting .535 (23-for-43) with 4 HR, 19 RBI and a 1.023 slugging percentage in LSU’s last 10 games.

0 Batting a team-best .457 in SEC games, and is batting .500 with 15 RBI in the last 10 games.

O Batting .400 (14-for-35) with runners in scoring position.

0 Went 3-for-4 with a two-run home run and a two-run single in front of record crowd against Tulane at the
Superdome (Apr. 10).

0 Named the LSWA Player of the Week for March 25-31 after going 9-for-13 with 8 RBI in three games during
the week.

O Hit second home run in win over UNO (Apr. 2).

0 Collected single, double and triple in win over Auburn (Apr. 5)

O Had another triple in series-clincher at Auburn (Apr. 7).

O Hit first home run in 11 months in win over Mississippi St. (Mar. 30). In that game, Hill collected career
highs in hits (4-for-5) and RBI (4). He was a triple short of the cycle in that game.

0 Batted .364 (4-for-11) in Vanderbilt series (Mar. 15-17).

0 Returned to action in Long Beach St. series and played in two games.

O Hit safely in all six games in which he play