
T H E  P U Z Z L E R
b y  Ii  in i I y C o x  a n d  H e n r y  It a I I n  o n

“G ive  Us a B r e a k ! ”
The words quoted above were 
E-mailed to us recently by a solver 
who claimed to find our themes and 
gimmicks too cryptic. To pacify 
this correspondent, we hereby heed 
the titular plea. Diagram entries in 
this puzzle undergo no manipulation 
of any sort; the puzzle is effectively 
themeless, although the clues may 
seem 6, 24, 27, 34, 4, 17, 12, 25, 28 
(a two-word phrase spelled by the 
letters in those nine diagram squares). 
Answers include three proper nouns.

The solution to last m onthPuzzler 
appears on page 120.
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I . Be very thin, get in a company of 
dancers (6)

(». Dish one's tart, if ice’s covering royal 
splits (6)

I I . Inclination in a mood to make Ma 
clean (8)

12. A mixed group spreads aid (4)
13. No trap I'd left among swine (4)
14. S.A. usage, in Islamabad (6)
15. One gin swamps shams (6)
17. Di's figures, since splitting GOP's 

foes (7)
I 8. Name each inn ovation (4)
2 2 . Austria’s first thin king is inducing 

smiles (7)
2 4 . Offish private eye's motion 

picture (7)
2 6 . One debauched rascal with gout (4)

2 7 . Rabbi tears bill penned by Freud (7)
.4 I . Heroine said backward wit 

held ’er (6)
35. Naked person 1 shell in buff (6)
5 4 . China by small yacht (4)
5 5 . Huey, after school exam (4)
56. Gaining pound, special monk eying a 

round berry (8)
57. Shakespeare to get a remedy for the 

cold shoulder? (6)
58. Bit of sleet farther away is just ice (6)

D o w n

1. Found Ed’s sack full of arsenic (5)
2 . To get her cap on, Elie initially 

ducked (6)
5 . Attached at the end of lifeline (4) 
4 . Redskins' first quarterback has the 

number? (5)

5 . Charge in. containing mad river (7)
7. Queen entering with Roman-style bra, 

in case (7)
8. A young male clam or a kid in a 

tale (7)
9. A perm one encountered cut short (4)
10. Herb keeps Sal addressing material 

on the farm (7)
15. Dr. Ives favoring those in Paris (6)
16. Spot, red, covering skin (6)
19. Water flows quietly into sloops (7)
2 0 . A part of a star turned fiery (7)
2 1. Ape saw pineapple (7)
2 5 . Million aliens want only help? (7)
2 5 . Uncle daftly embracing 

Auntie (6)
2 8 . Miss Pelt roots in trunk (5)
2 9 . Now in Raleigh, convert (5)
5 0 . Leer upset backpacking virgin (4)
5 2 . Red raft with tiny specimen (4)

\ o  1 r : I he instructions above are for this ntonth s puzzle only. It is assumed that you know how to decipher clues. For a complete introduction to clue-solvine. send an 
addressed, stam ped long envelope to The Atlantic Puzzler. 745 Boylston Street. Boston, M ass. 02116.
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