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Special Delivery | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

Twelve of this puzzle’s squares, e Doubled for canine in film
shown in gray, are special: they're 4

each packed with two letters, one
from an Across answer and a
different one from a Down answer.
In these cases, the Across letter
stays in place, but the Down letter
is “delivered,” dropping straight into
the row at the bottom. The two
answers crossing on each special
square are paired for cluing, but
either may be clued first. The
twelve Special Delivery pairs are

clued in random order. All other
answers are numbered and clued New oak chopped up (6)

normally. In the finished grid, h Improve male swan song
reading clockwise from the top, the (@)

special squares show the method Native of northwest France
we used to pack our delivery. Finally, right in back at a

the delivery itself is spelled out in
the bottom row. . récetrack ® .

i Unbilled actor playing a
T.rex (5)

Composer and captain
climb aboard (6)

j Designer held back by
hiccups (5)
Also carrying suitcase,

Running gag: can it show
signs of life? (6)
f Endlessly chat about other
district of London (7)

Talking out loud, paces
Russian terrain (7)

g A Mexican greeting
returned Hawaiian
greeting (5)

Special Delivery

a Marked third of parcels and
placed in sack (7)

Merv repeated phrase in
game-ending call (7)
b Rebs let out high vocal

sounds (7) land in the Caribbean
Period in prehistory ©
transformed a region k Inn Ted renovated is set
43) right (6)
¢ Engaged me in front of A gale stirred up scumin
shack (6) water (5)

| Hurl small bench (4)

Demonstrations of packing
experts (6)

Scatter partial contents of
saltcellar (4)

d Blanchett, keeping thumbs

up, flipped marble (4-3)

Across
4 Army doc is funny after the
first company leaves (5)
5 Moon goddess left with one
of the Italians (4)
6 Porter’s taking drop behind
assembled artworks (8)
7 Dad is about to talk of
Jamaica (6)
10 Homer grips horseshoe,
showing more stress (6)
12 Far from modest amount of
gravy with salt added (8)
14 Gaelic land’s empty anger
@
15 Piece of news in broadcasts
falls on a cold day (5)

Down

1 Crush front of six pack (5)

2 Heavy book, in my opinion
@

3 Cowpoke’s pal, accepting
hug, is forgiving sort (8)

4 Lose bit of money | dispatch
(6)

8 Moisturizer containing
copper, in a manner of
speaking (8)

9 Cuckoo houses on sticks (6)

11 Earth losing gravity, like any
planet (5)
13 Portion of street corner (4)
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