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Table Setting | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

This puzzle’s grid represents a table 
around which six members of a 
certain group are seated. In each of 
the six shaded placemats, there is a 
single square where crossing 
answers contain one member’s 
name; the Across answer contains 
the name in full while the Down 
answer contains the same name in 
abbreviated form. Write the short 
version in each such square to 
create a place card for its assigned 
occupant. All enumerations are left 
for solvers to ascertain. Finally, the 
unclued centerpiece at 26-Across 
will identify the table-setter.

	26	 SEE INSTRUCTIONS

	29	 Deface advertisement 
adorning a soccer legend

	30	 One army cop with the 
Mexican force

	34	 Boot from office in  
Houston

	36	 Recited forbidden poet
	37	 Temple athlete admitted to 

her big mistake
	38	 Writer spilled glue on Eileen 

(2 wds.)
	39	 Half-seen relics scattered 

around part of Antarctica 
that’s shrinking (3 wds.)

	40	 If you would prefer, initially 
rent for a while

	41	 Primary color definitely 
changes to a different hue 
again

	42	 Annual, after starting 
ahead of schedule

Down
	 1	 New clients aid in  

sign-painting
	 2	 Some pasta; otherwise 

third piece of pizza, then 
doughnut

	 3	 Work in a refinery gave off 
an odor

	 4	 Mopes about town in 
Surrey

	 6	 Emmy winner portraying 
social misfit, mostly

	 7	 A gun ad disturbed country 
in Africa

	 8	 Surprisingly active notice 
about the sixth of January

	 9	 Rancher’s little stray canine 
that’s shorter?

	10	 Bid connected with Mr. 
Rogers contains error

	 11	 Team expressed relief out 
loud

	12	 French poet hit boyfriend in 
the ear

	13	 Learner on the job put 
underground economy at 
the center

	16	 Observe attendant loss of 
fluid

	19	 Gloomy about conclusion of 
plot providing delight

	21	 Edger damaged end of tape 
measure

	22	 Sneaky, keeping near the 
ground, step by step

	25	 Apt to hurt after dropping 
the first load of groceries, 
maybe

	27	 Floor drain swirling
	28	 Poetry world ending?
	29	 Heartlessly bum a drink at 

Starbucks
	31	 Ways a lens shattered
	32	 True, senior spilled the 

beans
	33	 Unenthusiastic liberal 

finally contributed to 
foundation

	35	 Market sort of phone over 
the radio

Across
	 1	 Lush, small river of 

Yorkshire
	 5	 With application installed, 

tablet broke
	10	 God of the underworld 

loves goddess of the 
rainbow

	14	 Wandering around turn, 
met pig making loud noises

	15	 Supportive column includes 
backing for discriminatory 
practice

	17	 Retail giant once carrying 
hot tool for gardeners

	18	 Where Bordeaux is eroding 
badly

	20	 Coward Trotsky 
withdrawing

	23	 Mid-to-late September 
campfire remnant

	24	 Mesh for securing items 
left in wagon (2 wds.)


