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Balancing Act | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

Certain Across clue answers
(identified by 11-Down) are too
long for their designated spots in
the grid's upper half. An equal
number (identified by 30-Down)
are too short for their spots in the
lower half. 22-Across acts to
balance top and bottom by shifting
one letter from each affected upper
answer to an affected lower entry,
forming new words in each case.
Across answer lengths are not
given, so you'll have to figure out
which answers are affected.
Letters taken from upper answers,
in clued order, will show what's
shifted. Letters added to lower
answers, in clued order, will identify
a force acting counter to 22-Across.

Across
1 Myriads meet up, disturbed
with head of nation
6 Consume plant found
around border structure
10 Draw one end of the
rainbow in layers
11 Overhauls resolution about
energy department
12 Try out defense in the
heartless endeavor (Hyph.)
13 Rock, gray, about a ton
14 After church, cleans messy
church areas
16 Blue cup seen in shaft of
light
19 Sought insect in fuse
20 Somehow secured grassy
piece of land with
outbuilding

21 Southern printer supplies
drug users

25 Classic show with divers
and a vandal in group

(2 wds.)

26 Drop behind catcher in the
ballpark

28 Gives strokes to Brady’s
team

31 At hearing, cut back
brace

32 Stuffs grand into skirt
panels

35 Mostly nice family
members

36 Clear one extra “E”
mistakenly

37 Goat’s crude stare
interrupted by children
38 Jog right into little kid
39 Trace scattered herds
40 Boy kept in lower classes
Down
1 Dead mutant turtle next
to slingshot (7)
2 Interest in guys’
appearance (4)
3 Titan caught up in quartet
hysteria (6)
4 Dead wrong source on
Norse mythology (4)
5 Made era end badly (6)
6 Certain inning happening
in silence (7)

7 Religious sayings | put in
journal article (5)

8 Erudite Republican within
showed a bias (7)

9 Controls energy found in
back country (6)

15 Material connected with
one Russian man’s name
(©)

17 Agee novel with an ancient
Cretan, perhaps (6)

18 Confederate-American
puzzle (5)

19 Source for yarn by female
novelist (5)

22 Canary skirting large snake
@

23 Like most textbooks,
surely, outside of central
Texas (7)

24 Roads guide Eliot back (7)

25 Agents receiving $1000
athletic shoes (6)

26 Nickel pocketed by
maintenance worker at a
fair (6)

27 Shows with singing apes,
or dancing (6)

29 Layer cake’s outside
because of this (5)

33 Catches general with UFO
crew (4)

34 Prestigious school's memo
returned (4)

» Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.



