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Obedience School | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Clue answers obey one of six basic 
commands: Fetch (get a new letter 
and add it, as GAIN becomes 
GRAIN in the grid); Speak (sound 
out a new word, as PEAK becomes 
PIQUE); Roll Over (go in reverse, as 
STEP becomes PETS); Shake (form 
a non-reversal anagram, as 
SETTER becomes STREET); Jump 
(relocate to a different spot in the 
grid); and Stay (remain 
unchanged). Each command is 
used six times. Your reward for 
obediently filling the grid is given 
by the letters in the squares with 
paw prints, from left to right. 
Answer lengths are withheld for 
the usual nefarious reasons.

Across
	 1	 1990s sports champion is 

legend making a comeback

	 6	 Petty quarrel involving red 
herring

	10	 Cutting back garlic unit in a 
mix

	12	 Much-maligned gun I had 
charge of

	13	 Principle necessary to 
measure thickness

	14	 Possibly will power

	15	 Xanadu owner and staff in 
conversation

	16	 Autocratic Hindu dresses in 
tees

	17	 See verbose plays

	22	 In full, a certain reptilian 
constellation

	23	 Jason in Hollywood sticks 
around tavern

	25	 Get on Snake Road

	26	 “Pencils down,” Herb said

	27	 Retro moms love a Girl 
Scout cookie

	30	 Lying about Dad’s gas

	31	 Regulation shot rung 
louder (2 wds.)

	32	 Packed room’s empty

	33	 Climb a trail followed by a 
dog

Down
	 1	 Run right before one

	 2	 Principal that is notable at 
Riverdale High

	 3	 “Bananas” (in quotes) 
taken alternately

	 4	 Knesset member stirred 
Ali’s ire 

	 5	 Couple of Spaniards 
illuminated divorce  
(2 wds.)

	 6	 Bank teller at first backed 
1841 president

	 7	 Tibetan monk keeps 
wearing thin coat

	 8	 Stubborn Persian’s tent 
with article missing

	 9	 In speech, forsakes 
fattening courses

	 11	 Draw beer, first of many in 
nation

	15	 Cold beer wrongly 
bracketed on a wall

	18 	Let bear upset goat, at 
times

	19	 Brutal restructuring by 
Slate

	20	 Pronounced Rex’s 
expression for ship

	21	 Sonic flight goggles

	24	 Chuck and Homer in drag

	28	 World ruins

	29	 Live theater’s primary risk


