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Left, Right and Center | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

This puzzle's left and right sides are
completely separate, but they can
be connected in a way. Side-by-side
Acrosses have at least one letter in
common. By choosing the correct
shared letter for each row, placing
it in the central column and reading
from top to bottom, you'll see what
divides the two sides, and what
they have in common.

Across Left
1 Divider puts me off (6)

5 Playing Shakespearean
villain, something grated at
times (6)

6 Kitchen gadget’s cup stuck
in sourdough, perhaps (6)

7 Trashed second-rate game
of chance (6)

8 Stories pointing toward
quirks (6)

9 Table printed in enormous
Helvetica (6)

11 Maintain a lock the wrong
way (6)

13 The Spanish Fey: woman
from Mexico, maybe (6)

15 College teachers
collecting zero geometry
assignments (6)

16 Suggest interest in
headwear (4,2)

17 A VIP almost swallowed fly
©)

18 Massage spots containing
small muscle problems (6)

Down Left
1 Up until the final second,
Old West outlaw dances in
Rio (6)

2 Tea container filled with
popular wine variety (5)

11 Temporary shelter occupied
by one paying occupant (6)

13 Cause of warmer winters
hashed over online (2,4)

15 Leader of expedition bags
African antelopes (6)

3 Felt number set into 16 Bushes keep quiet on

square game piece (7) difficulties (6)
4 Blue elk straddling river (6) 17 \writer in “Karate Kid”
10 Country slipping into sea punched back (6)
@ 18 Sat around Central Station,
11 European mountain has on display (6)
wolves at the top? (6) Down Right
12 States new preferences 1 Sauces Mexican dough,
(6) adding a bit of Tabasco (6)
14 Appears to be swallowing 2 Infuriated, | charge (5)
shredded oat crumbs (5) 3 Cordial mixing and mingling
Across Right at afair (7)
1 Page shown with two 4 Fearless singer of “Mack
matching pieces (6)

the Knife” for any audience

O]

10 Aroad entering lodge’s
hidden central area (7)

5 Time catching informer’s
mistakes (6)

6 Member of the British
royal family embraced by

11 Starts in at golf stroke,
senior Olympian on ice (6) arts In at got Stroxe,

gaining practice going to

7 A mat—it may be shifted? the left (4,2)

© 12 Threw to shortstop Edward
8 Cheer $5 synthetic fabric (6)

(©)

14 Certain Canadians, one

9 King is bad sport (6) night in Montreal (5)

» Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.



