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Cyclists | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

This puzzle’s down answers cycle 
through their columns, continuing 
from the top when they reach the 
bottom of the grid. Each column 
contains a pair of consecutive 
Cyclists, starting in an undisclosed 
square. Across answers, which are 
entered normally, will help establish 
where the Cyclists belong. The 
grid’s shaded center will show what 
we call our cycling group.

Across
	 1	 Bunch of cyclists pour 

down, riding around circle 
(7)

	 2	 “Friends” character lost 
hope with pair of beaux (6)

	 3	 Margin in a pop instruction 
book (6)

	 4	 Promised place barely 
passed (7)

	 5	 Enraged, exploded small 
bomb (7)

	 6	 Adult partner on the 
outskirts of ancient city (6)

	 7	 Twisted diatribe about 
Washington’s inauguration 
(7)

	 8	 Belong inside behind pirate 
(7)

	 9	 Blue Muppet finished after 
green and red (6)

	10	 Become less bubbly (7)
	 11	 Dancer embracing the fifth 

partygoer (7)
	12	 Guard southern means of 

access (6)

	13	 Feature of starfish or 
typical shrimp (6)

	14	 Test new kind of light bulb, 
all clear (7)

Cyclists
	 a	 Get sudden inspiration 

involving leader of riders 
(5)

		  Too bad about general’s 
messy quarters (6)

	 b	 More impish Cupid, for one 
(6)

		  Outdated anesthetic article 
found in trauma center 
(5)

	 c	 Garnish nothing in play (5)
		  Wander around Dorothy’s 

aunt’s shed (6)
	 d	 Hail following mid-March 

storm (4)
		  Halogen globe reflected 

what I have (7)
	 e	 Came to green light, in 

amazement (5)
		  Brood about a quart 

containing last of paint 
(6)

	 f	 Storied equine, English 
race’s finisher long ago 
(6)

		  Check time in game for 
hunters (5)

	 g	 Heard hawk go by bike (5)
		  Retrospective on lowly 

worker’s place in 
California (6)

	 h	 Alternative accepted by 
fellow spirit (6)

		  Part of a flower left 
monkeys facing the 
wrong way (5)

	 i	 Rattle stage for the 
audience (4)

		  Weak in vocal tone, hydrate 
madly (7)

	 j	 Quietly assumed sensitivity 
about ego (5)

		  Old nut circulated secret  
(6)

	 k	 Noble installed ceramic 
pieces around front of 
terrace (6)

		  Regret wearing an 
expensive coat for audit 
(5)

	 l	 Cream pie at the last course 
(5)

		  Three times writer Hubbard 
flipped (6)

	m	 Mute start of every 
commercial in TV room 
(6)

		  By catching blunder, 
preserves ingredient (5)


