Crank Letter | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

We recently received a rather bizarre letter, which you'll find below. We were debating whether to take it to
the authorities or just toss it when we noticed: It's an uninterrupted sequence of cryptic clues! The answers we
deduced (one hyphenated and one with two words) are scattered through this puzzle’s grid. A few answers are
clued normally to help you place the rest.

Dear Friends,

Sadly, I'm in state custody.

Charges initially are under wraps.

Beyond appearing in court,
where nothing is resolved, in
general I'm bored. Still, all of us
inside hang around and watch
acourt case involving a central
chamber.

Partially sedated, I'm
witnessing dope become more
open, freely dealt. | see big
changes with the end of the Mob.
Stuck with no way out, a bit of
their grass goes with a pinch of
tobacco, among escape
alternatives.

Reminder for defense: Plan to
reduce time and check out in
advance. Provide information
required by intelligence, seldom
changing versions, but do
otherwise with Soprano
questions. Act like a prisoner
shining light way up on someone
in the Family. Never confess
being a snoop.

A word of caution: Whenyou  Across
hear something buzzing, dressin 3 Gemstone friend put
behind ring (4)

unconventional clothing,
including orange headwear. Run
a cryptic in case | make trouble
then. Look, with nobody else

5 Shoots footage of six does
frolicking (6)

7 Communist holding out,

returning calls, I'm lost. utterly defeated (6)
. L D
Friends, everything is about own )
. ) 1 Invan, go rambling around
influence, ultimately. Please, on French city (7)

the outside, send help right away.
Mexican money gains success
with well-placed connections.
Among judges, best to begin

with Russian currency; second
best: check. Donate $1000; | have
written records of debts to be
repaid.

2 Jubilant, sharing family ties
after introduction (6)

4 Waited on progeny on
either side of camper (6)

6 Rodent breaking leg, having
broken rib (6)

7 Quits using concerning
Michelin products (7)

Yours truly, with love,

Uncle Sam

P.S. A cue: I deciphered what
may be a good sign.

» Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.



