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Choice Words | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
Whenever the word OR occurs in 
an Across answer, you are asked  
to choose the letter before or  
after OR for entry in the grid. The 
unchosen letter and OR will not 
appear. For example, the answer 
CROSSWORD would be entered  
as CROSSW or CROSSD. The 15 
letters chosen in this manner will 
spell, in the order of their Across 
answers, a choice. Down answers 
function normally.
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Across
	 1	 Back of tub connected  

to shower’s overhead 
lightbulb?

	 6	 Swine love going into 
watering holes

	 11	 Love a hairstyle, and share
	12	 Shaking Ron, gawk at site 

of a temple (2 wds.)
	13	 Draw, capturing customs  

of an Asian island
	14	 After bad meal, I speak 

better
	15	 Pouch found in beer and 

wine region of Europe
	17	 Works of Herodotus and 

his conservative faction
	19	 Crown on a tyrant’s head,  

in essence
	20	 Role-caster cast associates
	23	 System I developed causes 

frustration
	27	 Paint young horse around 

Algerian port

	29	 Cut is tender in 
Springsteen’s first CD

	30	 Communications made 
Roman crazy

	32	 Charmed about violet ring, 
made a bid

	33	 Indiscriminate diner 
endlessly playing “Moon 
River”

	34	 Native, a dullard, clutching 
one alcoholic drink

	35	 City that has grown for 
millennia by layers

	36	 People having the same 
social standing and looks

	37	 Attendees at a show spot 
spuds in the audience

Down
	 1	 Cleanses about 100 

collections (7)
	 2	 Most of hiking morsel 

found in trail mix (6)
	 3	 A badger in a state of 

relaxation (2,4)
	 4	 Holiday problem with a  

city train? (4)
	 5	 Mexican fare, thanks to the 

British guys (7)
	 7	 Stare at the Spanish fare 

on the way back (4)
	 8	 A young fox and a dog  

(5)

	 9	 Ostrich or emu—it’s 
included in price (6)

	10	 Raiser of Cain going after 
St. Martin with a banjo (5)

	15	 Small part for the  
character most often seen 
in Ankara, Turkey (4)

	16	 Two cups filled with oil 
ruined a case of gas? (5)

	18	 Select one-point Scrabble 
piece from behind (5)

	20	 Agent Bird’s group surfaces 
again (7)

	21	 “West Side Story” song 
after the opening melody 
(4)

	22	 Small tot established as 
most pitiful (7)

	24	 Someone living near a 
school is new to wine (6)

	25	 See nut revamped 
newsgroup venue (6)

	26	 Tear in agitated part of the 
eye (6)

	27	 Hat worn by this guy is far 
from upscale (5)

	28	 Stick Dee in box (5)
	30	 Middle Eastern “Iron Lady” 

engaged in extreme ironing 
(4)

	31	 Party tent’s first couple act 
foolishly (4)


