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Riddance | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

The 20-Across passed through 
here, getting rid of ten undesirables 
(they disappear from answers in 
the grid), but also three desirables 
(presumably). Is it a deal gone 
wrong?

Across
	 1	 Agent tries different blends 

(10)

	 6	 Bad guest pronounced 
lodging outstanding (7)

	10	 Magnificent head and pair 
of legs (5)

	 11	 Cleaner finger stuck in part 
of a cake (6)

	12	 Outspoken people who 
plant trees (6)

	14	 Undesirable spots back in 
kitchen cabinets (4)

	15	 Standard charge time 
secured by tack (4,4)

	17	 Song for one note of the 
scale (octave’s first) (4)

	18	 Again assign whole bunch? 
(7)

	20	 SEE INSTRUCTIONS

	23	 Hire cab, snarling in an old 
lingo (7)

	25	 Noodle dish after the initial 
grace’s end (4)

	27	 Seedy coat worn by 
independent thinker (5)

	29	 Bawled out Berra 
heartlessly, and then 
Williams (7)

	30	 Partially overrule an errant 
horseshoes toss (6)

	31	 Titan rocket’s back, finally 
(2,4)

	32	 Glance at rock of value 
around back of Bard 
College in New York (8)

	33	 Skin dye damaged organs 
(7)

	34	 Classes established by 
English school’s principal 
(7)

Down
	 1	 Empire builders, if 

unfinished (5) 

	 2	 Holiday problem for a 
Chicago commuter? (4)

	 3	 Speak after returning 
bundle rich in detail (9)

	 4	 Wrongly regard Kimble’s 
pursuer in “The Fugitive” 
(6) 

	 5	 Soprano thought, “Is this 
where a hit song belongs?” 
(4,1)

	 7	 Oscar winner nicknamed 
“Oil” made over (6,6)

	 8	 Russo held back by 
“Swamp Thing” producer 
(9)

	 9	 Causes to stand before 
courts (6)

	13	 Exercised tired eyeball on 
purpose (12)

	16	 Tone maintained by house 
pianist (5)

	19	 College degree held by next 
Greek (6)

	20	 Pierce mad at preteen (9)

	21	 “Here is,” as the French 
might say, “most distant” 
(6)

	22	 Parents around almost any 
Latin country (6)

	24	 A flowering shrub emerged 
(5)

	26	 Describes alien near star 
(8)

	28	 Fluff in stuff with notches 
(7)


