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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

For solvers daring to enter our 
cryptic escape room, we’ve hidden 
six unclued answers in the grid to 
help you get back out. In top-to-
bottom order by starting position 
in the grid, they form a cryptic clue 
(with no straight clue) describing a 
fiendishly clever escape plan. The 
answer to this clue, filling the 
11-letter shaded space, reminds 
solvers what they are and why 
they need to get out. Other Across 
answers are clued in order, row by 
row from left to right, while Down 
answers are clued in order, column 
by column and top to bottom. 
Lengths are withheld, so you’ll have 
to deduce where the unclued 
answers are. Now, get cracking!

Across
	 1	 Dig small hole in the wall?
	 2	 Old Egyptian article pursued 

by outlaw
	 3	 Look closely around border 

and in Latin margin
	 4	 Easily recognized start of 

clue in columnar type
	 5	 Convened around one by 

design
	 6	 Handling note cash 

dispenser put in enclosure 
with a flap

	 7	 Smelled bad ginger, muffling 
cry of alarm

	 8	 Change ritual table for the 
audience

	 9	 Fortuneteller is back near 
lobby

	10	 Prescription drug in a holy 
Mideast city

	11	 Snake and many-eyed 
monster pierced by a bunch 
of spears?

	12	 Behind restricted area, 
notice grating

	13	 Lands on fire irons, 
ultimately

	14	 Left behind a nut or crackers
	15	 Doubts sons, quite agitated
	16	 Old string covered with 

yellow pigment
	17	 Poem about number in 

group
Down
	 1	 Rearranged carpet’s rainbow 

patterns
	 2	 Walk slowly at first with 

provocative troublemaker
	 3	 Hour before present
	 4	 Grouselike bird running 

across dirt in a mound
	 5	 Psychic catching 

newcomer’s initial look of 
disdain

	 6	 Split second added to short 
time

	 7	 Travel permit including time 
reward for getting high?

	 8	 Articulated part of an 
umbrella

	 9	 Overheard a trivial Arab 
potentate

	10	 Least novel car made by 
Elon Musk

	11	 Joke about gray head of the 
Kandahar native

	12	 Hot temperature in only rear 
of oven

	13	 Left alone, hurried around a 
room’s opening

	14	 Bill bugs many apartment 
dwellers

	15	 Adjusted rate’s something 
shocking

	16	 Host 1100 wearing wide 
shoe size

	17	 Sort of bulb acted as a guide
	18	 Nickel and silver piece of art 

brought back another time
	19	 Hollywood star got bar 

renovated
	20	 Error in a planet’s ways
	21	 Point north, boarding 

connection
	22	 Delicious drink breaking 

trance
	23	 Help starting with better-

than-average player on the 
low end

Escape Clue
	 a	 ______________________

	 b	 ______________________

	 c	 ______________________

	 d	 ______________________

	 e	 ______________________

	 f	 ______________________


