THE JOURNAL SATURDAY PUZZLE Edited by Mike Shenk

Message in a Bottle | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

[While beachcombing recently, we
noticed an odd-looking bottle with
a sheet of paper rolled up inside.
On the paper was a cryptic
crossword, reproduced here. We
solved all the clues and put the
answers and missing bars in the
grid; one word was unfamiliar to us,
but it fit right into place. We hope
someone can help us deduce the
bottle’s message; it sounds urgent!
—EC &HR]

Ten Downs are moored to numbers in the grid. Three
other Downs and twenty-one Acrosses are adrift: no
numbers and no bars. Fix them in their spots, and nine
letters will appear in the bottle’s darkened neck. In those
shaded squares, find a message of three words; their letters
number 6, 7, 2. Through the shade the message winds,

from northwest square by square; up, down, sideways, or

aslant, always to a touching square, never standing still.

By joumey's end, it visits each square once or twice...or
five times for one square. Heed the message without fail!

Down Adrift | Hormone tossed to lineman
1 Funny that thing taking a Start to use traveling time ©)
place is involved in (©) m Passing high card, act
something shady (9) b Minuses in accounts of worried (4)
2 Classic sketch actor French stand-up routines n Animated sermons about
reworked crass idea (3,6) (6) leader of the demons (8)
3 Twinge about monthly ¢ Frolic around small o Fresh coca must get used
obligation: | care for kids (9) Wyoming town (6) (8)
4 Following real estate mogul,  d Carry Meg all over Big p Pitch, and achieve goal (6)
left at last (9) Apple park (8) .
) g Current dancing master
5 European city road e Crown princess and a 6)
shrouded in morning mist Democrat (6)
O] . r Gas deal including China’s
) o f Himalayan, forone largest group (7)
6 Growing crocs need liquid mountain range, bearing
(9) first-class trees (8) s Mix up bit of tuna fish (6)
7 Guys shooting film showed g Tyiling cane, | am rather t Dramas reworked material
noodle soup (9) lacking in vigour (7) popular in the 1960s (6)
8 I'had uncanny talent in h Meal diner reordered: u Richard Wagner’s wife is
?ng;lng gymnastic move tomato consommeé (9) back in state of oblivion
9 St;)p destructive pest i Disallow an autumn’s first ©®
i v Cite new rap artist (3-1
outside of North America fruit (6) P G
) j First namein excellence (5)  w Sword right next to a jetty
10 Los Angeles expert in k Forensic drama’s covering ©
charts butchered idioms (9) Rhode Island emergency (6)  x In top, he'll employ cork (7)

» Get the solution to this week’s Journal Saturday Puzzle in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Get pointers on solving clues and
discuss this puzzle online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.




