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Thinking Inside the Box | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

When all clue answers are entered 
in the grid, the inner box will be 
surrounded by 16 different letters 
of the alphabet. Use the remaining 
10 letters of the alphabet to 
construct a three-by-three 
crossword for that inner box—with 
a pair of letters occupying the 
central square. We request that 
you attempt to get a hint across; 
this slight deed is crucial to the 
orientation of the grid.

Across
	 1	 Part of a flight to initially 

book, say (5)

	 5	 Stony layer around flag (6)

	 9	 Trollope novel missing back 
of the flexible cover (4,3)

	10	 Live next to a field (4)

	 11	 Bend in river that leads to 
the Baltic Sea shrub (8)

	12	 Ironic sort of cheer rodeo 
animals heard (5)

	13	 Arm Jack donated to the 
president in 1975 (5)

	16	 NBA star and analyst 
dwelling without frills, 
reportedly (4)

	17	 Males surrounding one of 
nine females on a farm (4)

	22	 Toot your own horn at start 
of def jam (5)

	24	 Constant refusal about a 
moving challenge (5)

	26	 A plastic clip on a star in 
Hollywood (2,6)

	27	 Zodiac symbol 51 (only 
half) (4)

	28	 Gown worn by depressed 
actor (3,4)

	29	 Clamor about alien 
American’s first arrest (6)

	30	 AFC team bearing red 
leaves (5)

Down

	 1	 Firm backtracking, adopting 
kid groups (6)

	 2	 Right propeller noise like 
thunder (4)

	 3	 Rocky road led back from 
Idaho gold rush town? (2,6)

	 4	 One way to sing number in 
a record (5)

	 5	 Verse writer about horror 
film’s conclusion (4)

	 6	 Prohibition March woman 
picked member of a 
country group (5)

	 7	 Prominent Confederate 
gang with a malicious look 
(7)

	 8	 Fork in front of a road’s 
railroad sites (5)

	14	 Speaker interrupted by 
gym manager (8)

	15	 Arctic fish deceive 
commercial tuna (7)

	18	 Tallies small nuclei (6)

	19	 Social lady oddly viewed 
barista’s possible injury (5)

	20	 Black-and-white parked by 
a safari boss (5)

	21	 Flower string (5)

	23	 Bagel dipped in dry red 
wine: heaven (4)

	25	 Denizen of a pond not seen 
before the present time (4)


