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Talk Show | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

A number of characters take part in 
the show displayed on this grid’s 
central “screen.” Ten of them are 
letters in the shaded squares. 
These ten letters either start or 
end Screen clue answers, which 
pass through the screen’s heavy 
border. Screen clues are listed in no 
particular order, so you’ll need help 
from the regular Across and Down 
answers to place them where they 
belong. Finally, you must fill the 
spotlight in the center of the 
screen. With the central figure in 
place, the show’s three-word 
identity may be read from left to 
right, row by row.

Across
	 1	 First pair of characters in 

spotlight tie together 
impressive show (6)

	 4	 Some luxury cars a villain 
has not started (6)

	 7	 Partly open a container of 
cookies (4)

	 8	 Guys sail through threat of 
impending danger (6)

	10	 Large reptile audibly spat 
(6)

	12	 Inside of U.S. Senate, get 
fidgety (4)

	13	 Skeptics present for 
criminal acts (8)

	17	 Really impress fan of 
decorative knots? (4,4)

	20	 In retreat, train storyteller 
(4)

	21	 Book well eaten by rodent 
(6)

	22	 Bed pad with attached 
prescription including 
iodine (6)

	23	 Get too high, carried by 
deity with a flying steed 
(4)

	24	 Fish hawk circles quarry (6)

	25	 Voters ultimately are in 
debt to place of civil unrest 
in 1976 (6)

Down
	 1	 Flop down before a long 

story (4)

	 2	 Set knob back (4)

	 3	 Indie production branch 
gaining raise 
retrospectively (3,4)

	 5	 Trick involving empty 
exploit again (5)

	 6	 European capital made 
smart changes (9)

	 9	 Umbrian town fool is the 
narrator (6)

	 11	 Starfish beginning to 
absorb juice (9)

	14	 Worth planting story with 
a lesson, but not initially (6)

	15	 Bird down (7)

	16	 Wet area got drenched  
by the second of April (5)

	18	 Be sorry about Democrat 
lacking manners (4)

	19	 Form of Buddhism  
followed by old Greek 
philosopher (4)

Screen
	 a	 Pitchers run into some 

animals roaming in grassy 
fields (5)

	 b	 Small part appeared  
orange (5)

	 c	 Song embraces true places 
in the heart? (5)

	 d	 Vines rambling around 
Hamilton’s first home (5)

	 e	 Whitish green seen on 
walls surrounding 
surgeon’s place (5)

	 f	 Genuine male domain (5)

	 g	 Pepper a portion of Belgian 
chocolate (5)

	 h	 Rich dessert right inside 
shopping bag (5)

	 i	 Spanish architect heading 
to Greece with German car 
(5)

	 j	 At hearing, does damage to 
car rental company (5)


