THE JOURNAL SATURDAY PUZZLE Edited by Mike Shenk
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Circular Files | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

Six of this puzzle’s files (the
columns labeled a-f) take a
“circular” form; that is, their entries
form a continuous loop. The loop
may start anywhere in the file; upon
exiting the bottom, it resumes at
the top. The six shaded circles serve
as a collection site, identified by the
letters collected in them. The same
six letters might also describe
what's collected. All other clue
answers (Across and Down) are
entered normally.

Across

1 A beggar recycled trash (7)

3 Shaking crosses without
remorse (6)

5 Snakes like swallowing
salt and pepper (4)

6 Speaker, embracing old
soldier, stands (7)

7 “War of the Worlds”
weapon destroyed Earth,
alas (4,3)

9 A score left in Cobb’s
grasp (6)

10 Roman public squares
holding 50 plants (5)

11 Porter Washington
involved in win (6)

12 Cheer good boy, then
study (7)

15 Bunch of whales outside

were capable of shocking?
@

16 Tickets years and years
backed up for play set in
hell (2,4)

17 Met offering bagel for
every assist (5)

18 Farm’s general
neighborhood (6)

19 Essay about contest
network (7)

20 My friend in London
remixed ELO band (3,4)

21 Swerve in front of large
sailboat (4)

22 Croon about Kentucky,
getting very high? (6)

23 Mobile artist with a large
basin (7)

Down

1 Texas ballplayer (pitcher)
appearing in “Idol” is
sluggish sort? (9)

2 A Virginia sailor’s virtual
stand-in (6)

4 Theme central to “Cozumel
Odyssey” (6)

6 Serious actor read “Giant”
poorly (9)

8 Smoke seafood dish,
keeping clear (9)

13 Like a country squire’s tract
at the rear, overgrown (6)

14 Carried aluminum from the
North (6)

Circular Files
a An American President
and a Bohemian dance (5)

Afrikaaners finally must
reimburse part of
Johannesburg (6)

b Innocent youngster
hugging that woman (6)
Dramatist Ben is reviewed
©)

Rocky Balboa’s last two
thousand dollars invested
in blubber (6)

Key in excellent tale of the
South Seas (5)

Banister trouble in arena (7)
Hide article in bed (4)

e Rascal breathed the wrong
way (5)
Tiresome prohibitionist
catching attention (6)

f Authority taking second
step down (6)

Authored learning method
for auditing (5)

(g}

» Get the solution to this week’s Journal Saturday Puzzle in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Get pointers on solving clues and
discuss this puzzle online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.




