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Drop-Ins | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Some of our neighbors have a habit 
of dropping in without notice. This 
puzzle illustrates what’s happening, 
with some Across answers being 
interrupted by outside letters 
coming from Down answers. When 
the grid is filled, circle the dropped-
in letters. As you’ll see, they might 
be regarded as 23-Across.

Across
 1 Boxes empty, by no means 

packed
 6 Heart rate initially is cause 

of great pride
 10 True, that’s unlikely setting 

for Shangri-La
 11 You and I malign pest
 13 Celebrate lustily about a 

show
 14 Passage I will read aloud
 16 Appropriate ring acquired 

by Egyptian (Hyph.)
 17 Returning, moistens entree 

cooked in a pot
 18 Something shady about a 

large Irish town
 22 A selfish desire, you’re right
 23 [see instructions]
 27 Keep Time article covered 

by check
 31 Vocally comfort victim of  

a scam
 32 Oil’s ruined storage 

structure

 34 Salt next to meat utensil at 
a picnic

 36 Bias beginning with second 
booster

 37 In fact, join forces again?
 38 Overcome, have the 

highest rating?
 39 Shaw partied, with sides 

splitting
 40 One college official from  

a mountainous region
 41 Old man chewed up nut
Down
 1 Cloud right in position (7)
 2 Stumble into dessert 

capital of South Dakota (6)
 3 Leader of expedition taken 

into official snorkeling site 
(4)

 4 Informant playing it loose 
(7)

 5 Given a hand, consider 
keeping record (6)

 6 Catching old airline, cast 
torrid spell (4,4)

 7 Large game birds play a 
leading role in “Friends” (8)

 8 In particular, I fear epidemic 
(4)

 9 Expelled women at the 
outset in race (6)

 12 Volume is a must for some 
tourists (4)

 15 Inferior cow, at times (5)
 16 Mongrel chomped down on 

parish priest (6)
 19 One bad smell inside 

another brand of sneaker 
(6)

 20 Laces up a new pair of 
blades? (8)

 21 Family with thousands of 
dollars to name site in 
Jamaica (8)

 24 Portion of landscape with 
wading bird (5)

 25 For the audience, a  
mean-spirited buildup (7)

 26 Mixing red, a spy painted 
like Banksy (7)

 27 In speech, thrill a nation (6)
 28 Fish hawk circles intended 

victim (6)
 29 Magician reversed 

nonexistent phase of 
unconsciousness (6)

 30 Elevated story collection 
receiving failing grade (4)

 33 German song told a story 
(4)

 35 Remote mass spread in the 
country (4)


