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Banking On It | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

A letter bank is a wordplay device 
in which a short word with no 
repeated letters like NEST lends  
all its letters—some more than 
once—to make a longer borrower 
word like TEENS, TENSES or 
TENNESSEE. In this puzzle we 
concentrate on some rare banks 
and borrowers with apt 
associations, such as YEA and 
AYE-AYE, SCORE and SOCCER, 
CORNET and CONCERT. The short 
banks (which don’t appear in the 
grid) are clued randomly; their 
unclued borrowers (including three 
two-word phrases) are for you to 
locate in the grid.

Across
	 1	 Get lost vocal 

improvisation (4)
	 9	 Interrupting a nurse, pass 

gas (5)
	10	 Buster Brown’s last bow 

(4)
	 11	 Heads of government 

urgently rang up expert (4)
	12	 Blisters after styling hair 

(8)
	13	 Nacrelike substance 

confused a reptile (8)
	15	 Calls up in Gaelic, it seems 

(7)
	17	 Westward island with 

barrier that can be 
defended (7)

	18	 Find long snakes caressing 
(8)

	23	 Macs and such I arrange 
anew (4,4)

	24	 A studio from Hollywood’s 
Golden Age returned Cajun 
kitchen item (4)

	26	 Spike Lee’s first hole in one 
(4)

	27	 Canadian native left 
equipment for fishing (5)

	28	 Italian smoker prior to 
withdrawing (4)

Down
	 1	 Problem with a couch oddly 

shaggy (3)
	 2	 Oil-bearing vessel: staff it 

in the sound (5) 
	 3	 Feel front of tooth that 

hurts (5)
	 4	 In retreat, young king 

carrying stray revolver (6)
	 5	 Cancel after the first issue 

(4)
	 6	 Safeguarding Republican in 

following (8)
	 7	 Agatha’s contemporary 

before about 50 (4)
	 8	 Gets wind of small change 

(6)
	13	 Sacks badly carried by 

some aides (8)
	14	 Desktop item beatniks 

developed (2-6)

	16	 Spirits communicated by 
speaking inside of me (6)

	19	 Back in Niger on safari, saw 
logs (5)

	20	 Father and son’s final 
warning (5)

	21	 Asian kingdom once French 
but going in the opposite 
direction (4)

	22	 Bill Elliott’s ultimate 
portable shelter (4)

	25	 Like wing structure (1,2)
Banks
	 A	 Aliens abducting a grub  

(4)
	 B	 Look happy about a cereal 

product (5)
	 C	 Wood tweaked for set (6)
	 D	 Provide a meal crate in 

need of repair (5)
	 E	 Practices some orchestra 

instruments (6)
	 F	 Scandinavian hosts city’s 

inaugural ball (5)
	 G	 Fisher ditching large red 

state? (5)
	 H	 Tag on a car parking after 

hours (5)
	 I	 Contract listing both sides 

of those rooms (5)
	 J	 Walk dogs and cats the 

wrong way (4)


