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Nines | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

This puzzle features nine three-by-
three squares with shaded centers. 
These “Nines” contain answers of 
nine letters each, which are clued in 
no special order. Each Nine’s first 
letter belongs in its shaded square, 
with the rest going clockwise 
around it from the northwest 
corner. Across and Down answers 
are clued in pairs, in order by row or 
column. They fully occupy their 
rows and columns except for the 
shaded squares, which they skip 
over. When all nine Nines have 
been correctly entered, their 
shaded squares will be seen to 
form another, larger square which 
may be read in a similar manner.

Across
	1	 Be quiet and stylish, and 

really enjoy party (7)
		  Barfly holding glutton’s drink 

dispenser (6)
	2	 Bug Adam’s partner after 

gym (5)
		  Mug in set broken (5)
	3	 Behind error in navigational 

record (6)
		  Sort of violet concoction of 

arnica containing fluorine 
(7)

	4	 Holbein receiving 500 
rounds of applause (5)

		  Quite unpleasant, like 
temperature in New York 
(5)

	5	 Seemingly forever standing 
in queue connected with 
Simba? (7)

		  Baseball rarity left in 
garbage (6)

	6	 Vanilla beans initially ground 
(5)

		  Intolerant sort fell for a ruse 
about progress (5)

	7	 Taking fork, honk at a 
Japanese car (6)

		  Treason disturbed politician 
(7)

Down
	1	 Deliver in a flexible way  

(6)
		  Harold and I save fish (7)
	2	 Hibernian eye feature and 

head of hair (5)
		  Evasive about northeastern 

so-called island of 
Brooklyn (5)

	3	 Forecast had a meal 
interrupted by drip (7)

		  Little singer’s bed and 
breakfast included in rent 
(6)

	4	 Gee, look at what a poor 
sport may do (5)

		  Additions to stock secrets 
revealed out loud (5)

	5	 Favorite road skirting a 
small bomb (6)

		  Charge a railroad with 
improper gain (7)

	6	 Blessing grand track event 
(5)

		  Leave Croatian city on the 
Adriatic (5)

	7	 Decade overlapping with a 
Reagan term in office (7)

		  Fool great Yankee  
shortstop, nabbing second 
(6)

Nines
	a	 Chopped praline on 

chocolate candy
	b	 Mass held in estate’s 

monastery
	c	 Cry, in arrears, showing age
	d	 Jumbles stars with five 

points, withholding the first
	e	 Republican inside is a select 

member of an ancient tribe
	f	 Kept in a wooden barrel 

outside, part of speech 
might have burned?

	g	 Lower jaw expert invested in 
each herbal supplement

	h	 Long essays rate sites poorly
	 i	 Girl’s mood about final in 

integral calculus


