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Inner Circle | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
Sixteen shaded squares form an 
inner circle in the grid. The letters in 
those squares come from 16 words 
clued randomly (a–p), and those 
letters reading clockwise will spell 
a cryptic clue. The answer to that 
clue goes in the shaded central 
Across spaces. Eight other shaded 
squares form an outer circle in the 
grid, and their letters, also reading 
clockwise, will provide an example. 

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Across
	 1	 Phrase used flexibly and 

often for a rancher’s 
clippers? (5,6)

	 8	 Think about Laker who’s 
been downsized? (6)

	 9	 I belong off base (7)
	10	 Holiday serenading with 

Janis who sang of 
21-Across (11)

	21	 King whose new order 
could make realm change 
(11)

	22	 Lawn tool brought back 
degenerate field (7)

	23	 Earnestly ask a person out 
with you (6)

	24	 Having a broad honker 
upset even old Hoss (6-5)

Down
	 1	 Room with king for  

Oscar-winning actress (6)
	 2	 Bum understanding 

Hudson River town (7)
	 3	 Cheeses in excellent blocks 

(5)

	 4	 Flag trimmed for one of the 
ruling Stuarts (4)

	 5	 Copy that’s somewhat  
pro-German (5)

	 6	 Penny ties or comes in 
second (6)

	 7	 Start traveling, seeing 
Sweden’s capital (7)

	 11	 Name adopted by Black 
Sabbath figure, a rock 
guitarist (7)

	12	 Exact amount that a soda 
bottle holds: a pound (7)

	13	 West Bank group North 
Korea put down roughly (5)

	14 	A friend without end might 
like some violets (7)

	15	 Knot for sailing vessel in 
middle of ocean (7)

	16	 Chaotic goings-on might 
skirt border (6)

	17	 Messy lodging was first 
arranged fashionably (6)

	18	 A cheer after school for 
Isaac’s mother (5)

	19	 Sort of cherry doughnut—
that’s it! (5)

	20	 Heartless Supreme Court 
member’s voice (4)

Inner Circle
	 a	 Hawaiian city man down in 

the mouth? (4)

	 b	 Stolen base earned run 
back for Yanks’ foes (4)

	 c	 Playing the clown, mostly 
voting no (4)

	 d	 Flower I donated to 
collectors in springtime (4)

	 e	 Pro covering central 
Afghanistan outbreak (4)

	 f	 Hungarian’s name used by 
Grim Reaper (4)

	 g	 Besmirch the Mexican  
ex-wife of Donald Trump 
(5)

	 h	 Experienced seamen 
returned as lieutenants (5)

	 i	 Ruffled cook taking sick  
(6)

	 j	 Huge card bearing first of 
spades (6)

	 k	 A loser redesigned some 
Oldsmobiles (6)

	 l	 Pound head of nail 
repeatedly into boat’s 
bottom (6)

	m	 Where bees are a constant 
sign of spring (8)

	 n	 Handled axes and rifles (8)
	 o	 Health risk for Woody 

wrapping up a bit of work 
(8)

	 p	 New Age peril concerning a 
point in orbit (8)


