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Conflict Resolution | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
This puzzle’s Acrosses and Downs 
conflict with each other nine times, 
with two different letters vying for 
each shaded square. To choose 
between the Across letter and the 
Down letter, follow the examples 
of the three unclued entries that 
cross shaded squares. These three 
prevail in their own conflicts, while 
providing the key to resolving the 
rest. Two other unclued entries, 
which cross each other, form a 
phrase that could describe the 
conflicts.

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Across
	 1	 Law enforcer improvised 

passage on the back of the 
boat (7)

	 5	 Gain more energy with 
each serving of coffee, so 
to speak (4,2)

	10	 Keep northern place of 
refuge (5)

	12	 Channel cut around hairpin 
turn (6)

	14	 High range split by start of 
massive quake (7)

	15	 Embracing part in one 
performance (8)

	17	 Tiny speck at home’s 
interior (4)

	18	 Politician taking a right as 
something shady? (7)

	20	 Legendary weaver can hear 
after transformation (7)

	23	 State revamped old fair (7)

	25	 Senior feast including a 
small fish (7)

	27	 Truly takes advantage of 
problem drinkers (6)

	28	 Baker’s gadget catching 
last piece of broken glass 
(7)

	30	 Heard half a dozen orders 
to attack (4)

	31	 Attaches a dentist’s 
credentials (4)

	35	 Yielding power, subject to 
damages (7)

	36	 Boat containing five carp 
(6)

	37	 Raging self-regard (5)
	38	 Cracked Plato’s sort of code 

(6)
	39	 Turn while shooting the 

front of rare big cat (7)
Down
	 1	 Big bird disturbed hare (4)
	 2	 Raise a bit of money and 

get more weapons (5)
	 3	 Leading stylish one in Italy, 

for the most part (7)
	 4	 Marsh invaded by river 

plant (4)
	 6	 Mailer renovated Twain’s 

old home (6)
	 7	 Buffs returning in 

Gettysburg (4)

	 8	 Floors in a boxing arena 
holding one-pound weights 
(5)

	 9	 Spots on the skin after  
the first small rash (8)

	 11	 Boy eating lean cheese  
(7)

	13	 Heckler interrupted by 
married person of a certain 
cohort (6)

	16	 Bless a soccer net anew 
(10)

	19	 Company store’s head 
shows the door to  
military riders (8)

	21	 Rhode Island vacationer  
in Vail not so cautious (7)

	22	 Ancient poet edited his  
ode (6)

	24	 Makes family hide from a 
deer (7)

	26	 Ivy League town through 
with academics (6)

	29	 Sits around role models, 
listening (5)

	30	 Jet prompt, on time (5)
	32	 18th-century prime 

minister trading spot with 
leader of Tories (4)

	33	 Prune squeezer? (4)
	34	 Walk furry friends the 

wrong way (4)


