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Introduction
CONGRATULATIONS -  on becoming the owner  o f  an Omega
View camera. Your Omega View has been careful ly designed
and craf ted for  rugged use on locat ion or  in  the s tud io .  Treat  i t
w i th  the same good care you would g ive every  prec is ion
photographic  ins t rument ,  and i t  w i l l  p rov ide you wi th  many years
of  re l iab le  serv ice.

l f  you have had pr ior  exper ience in  large format  photography,  you
wi l l  apprec ia te  the camera 's  ready adaptab i l i ty  to  your  creat ive

Gomponents and Controls

demands.  Some of  the operat ing procedures out l ined in  th is
manua l  w i l l  a l r eady  be  f am i l i a r  t o  you .

Should  your  prev ious photographic  act iv i ty  be l imi ted to  the use
of  smal ler  format ,  non-ad justab le  cameras,  your  Omega View wi l l
open up an exc i t ing new wor ld  to  you,  a  wor ld  in  which you can
explore new d imensions in  photography that  can lead to  rea l iza-
t ion o f  the f inest  photographic  cra f tsmanship ,  cont ro l  and
qua l i t y .

Major Components
Sllde Locks lor
Optlonal Wlde Angle Bellows'

Bel lows

T i t t
Reference
Scale

Lens Board

Release
Button

Revolving Back
Standard on 45F
Optional 45E

Brake

Front
Standard

Lateral Shift
Reference Scale

Monora i l  R ib

Removable
End Cap

il
Sl ide Locks
Wide Angle

for opt ional
Bel lows

Revolvlng
Back'

T i t t
Reference Scale

Ground Glass
Viewing

4"x5"
Camera Back

Rear
Standard

Lateral Shift
Reference Scale

Lock Knob

'OmegaVlew45F Only Tr ipod Mount ing B lock
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Front Controls Back Controls

Rise Lock

M ic ro  Focus
Knob

Mic ro  Focus  Lock

Swing /  Latera l
Sh i f t  Lock

Top Sl ide Lock

R

I
Swing /  Latera l
Sh i f t  Lock

Bot tom Sl ide Lock

I r irt Lock

i se  Knob

Top Sl ide Lock

Ti l t  Lock

Focus ing
Frame
Release

I- Rise Lock

Rise Knob

Micro Focus Lock

R ise
Knob

I
I

l_

Focus ing
Frame
Release-

R i se  Knob

Swing /  Latera l
Shi f t  Lock

Bot tom Sl ide Lock

I
I

I
Micro Focus Knob

Fast  Focus Lock
Fast Focus Lock Swing/Latera l

Shi f t  Lock

Bellows
The rugged Omega View bel lows is made of a special extremely
f lexible material which permits camera movements even with
shorter focal length lenses. The bel lows is durable, and requires
no special care.

Wide Angle Bellows 45F onty
The opt iona l  w ide angle  be l lows is  an idea l  a id  for  w ide angle
photography.  The f  lex ib le  const ruct ion a l lows maximum camera
movements  a t  min imum bel lows extens ion.  A long wi th  the
optional 250mm monorai l  (designed for both 45E and 45F
cameras), these accessories are addit ional conveniences when
using wide angle  or  shor t  foca l  length lenses.

Recessed Wide Angle Lensboard
For  arch i tec tura l ,  scenic  and other  shor t  foca l  length photog-
raphy,  the Omega View recessed wide angle  lensboard should  be
used to  permi t  easy focus ing and camera movements  wi th  wide
angle  lenses.

Ground Glass Viewing
1.  The large ground g lass area le ts  you ccurate ly  eva luate and

compose the image exact ly  as i t  w i  r  ?ppe?r  on f i lm.

2. Camera adjustments can be accurately used only with a
ground g lass screen.

3 .  When  mak ing  mu l t i p l eexposu res  on  one  p iece  o f  f i lm ,  you  can
prep lan your  composi t ion,  and draw the layout  for  each
exposure on the ground g lass.  Use a grease penc i l ,  c rayon or
other  penc i l  that  w i l l  w ipe of f  eas i ly .

4 .  For  an even br ighter  image on the ground g lass,  the accessory
Fresnel  Focus ing Screen Ki t  may be ins ta l led.

'Polaroid is a registered trade mark
of  the Polaro id  Corporat ion.  3

Special Features of Your Omega View
Large Square Lensboard
The Omega View lensboard wi l l  accept  a lmost  any s ize lens
and shut ter  combinat ion.  Because the lensboard is  square,  i t  can
be  p laced  on  t he  camera  i n  any  o f  f ou r  pos i t i ons .  Th i s  means  t ha t
the shut ter  speed and aper ture cont ro ls  can be eas i ly  used
rega rd less  o f  camera  pos i t i on .

Spirit Levels
The hor izonta l  and ver t ica l  sp i r i t  leve ls  on the camera back f  rame
pe rmr t  conven ien t  pos i t i on ing  o f  t he  camera  i n  t he  neu t ra l
posr t ion.  The leve ls  can a lso be used to  br ing the camera back to
the ver t ica l  pos i t ion when correct ing for  ver t ica l  d is tor t ion.

The Large Monorail
I nsu res  s tab i l i t y .  The  r i b  on  t he  mono ra i l  f ea tu res  a  sca le
ca l ibra ted in  1Omm increments  for  convenient  determinat ion o f
be l lows extens ion.  The keyway in  the t r ipod mount ing b lock
a l lows the camera to  ro ta te  10"  on the monora i l  to  compensate
for  unevenness of  the t r ipod and to  he lp  br ing the hor izon to  the
leve l  po in t .

Graf loli"Accessories
The groundglaqs back can be removed to accommodate Graflok
type accessor ies .  S imply  push down the focus ing f  rame re leases
and s l ide the ground g lass back of f  the camera.

Film Holders
The Omega View is designed to accqmmodate al l  standard
4"x5"  sneet  f  i lm ho lders  and the 'Polaro i f f+xS Land F i lm Holder
Model  545 wi thout  removing the groundglass focus ing f rame.
6x7cm and 6x9cm ro l l  f  i lm formats  are ava i lab le  wi th  the opt iona l
Quick Rol lS l ider .  The Polaro id  Land Pack F i lm Holder  Model  405
can be used by removing the ground g lass f rame and secur ing the
ho lde r  w i t h  t he  s l i de  l ocks .



Unpacking
Your Omega View has been special ly packaged in form-f i t ted
styro foam. l t  can be qu ick ly  set  up or  d isassembled,  for  ease in
s tor ing or  car ry ing in  re la t ive ly  smal l  spaces.  Th is  makes i t
poss ib le  to  t ranspor t  the camera in  a  luggage s ty le  case;  or ,  when
proper ly  protected,  in  a  backpack for  car ry ing in  the f  ie ld  wi thout
the bu lk  o f  a  fu l ly  assembled camera.

NOTE:  Save the packaging mater ia ls  and car ton in  the event  you
wish to  sh ip  the camera at  a  la ter  date.

Assembly

Mounting The Lens
l f  a  lens was not  mounted on the lensboard when your  Omega
View was purchased,  take the lens and lensboard to  a  qual i f ied
camera repai r  t -echnic ian for  proper  mount ing.  The Consumer
Serv ice Div is ior i  o f  Berkey Market ing Companies wi l l  a lso mount
your  lens for  a  nominal  charge.

To p lace the lensboard on the camera:

1.  Push the top lensboard
s l i de  l ock  up ,  and  t he
lower  lensboard s l ide
lock  down .

NOTE:  A lways ho ld  the
lens  w i t h  one  hand  wh i l e
engag ing  o r  un fas ten ing
the s l ide locks to  pre-
ven t  i t  f r om fa l l i ng .

P lace the lensboard on
the camera and return
the  s l i de  l ocks  t o  t he i r
locked pos i t ions.

The lens d iaphragm and
shut ter  speed cont ro ls
should  be eas i ly  ac-
cess ib le .

Garefu l ly  remove a l l  the Omega
conta iner ,  and p lace them
on a c lean leve l  sur face.
You  w i l l  f i nd  t he  f o l l ow ing
i t ems :

1.  Front  and rear  s tandards
assembled wi th  be l lows,
ground g lass and lens-
board.

2 .  Monora i l  w i th  removable
end caps.

3 .  T r i pod  moun t i ng  b lock .

4. Reference Scales.

1 .  Remove one of  the end caps f rom
lock ing  bu t t on ,  and  s l i de  t he  end

View components  f rom the

f:--:-l 2 .

3 .

2. Loosen the fast focus locking levers on the front and rear
standards.

Remove the cardboard sh ipp ing tube f rom the f ront  and rear
standards.

5.  S l ide the t r ipod mount-
ing b lock onto the
monora i l ,  center ing i t
w i th  the lock knob on the
le f t  s ide.

6. Sl ide the rear standard
onto the monora i l  and
rep lace the monora i l  end
cap.

7.  T ighten the fast  focus
lock ing levers  on the
front and rear standards.
T ighten the lock knob on
the  t r i pod  moun t i ng
b lock.

NOTE: Tighten the lock knobs and levers
t ighten. Excessive force is not required
pos i t ion.

the monora i l .  Depress the
cap of f  the ra i l .

f i rmly ,  but  do not  over-
to hold the camera in

3 .

4 .

Loosen the lock knob on the t r ipod mount ing b lock.

Gent ly  s l ide the monora i l  through the f ront  s tandard.  Make
cer ta in  that  the r ibbed gu ide on the monora i l  f i ts  the keyway
on the f ront  s tandard.

Tripod Mounting
Place your  Omega View on a s turdy t r ipod,  and secure f i rmly .
There are two t r ipod mount ing sockets :  one for  s tandard t r ipods
(1/4  x  20) ,  and one for  European threaded t r ipods.

1

Bringing the Gamera to the
Neut ral lZerol Position
The neut ra l  pos i t ion is  the po in t  where the camera is  leve l ;  the
f  ront  and rear  s tandards are ver t ica l ly  and hor izonta l ly  para l le l  to
each other  wi th  no f ront  and back r ise or  la tera l  sh i f t .  The detents
fo r  t he  t i l t s ,  sw ings  and  l a te ra l  sh i f t s  w i l l  he lp  you  b r i ng  t he
camera to  neut ra l  eas i ly .  A s l ight  amount  o f  f  inger  pressure on
the r ight  t i l t  b races wi l l  p rov ide more pos i t ive  t i l t  detent ing.

1 .  Unfasten the f ront  and rear  r ise and fa l l  lock ing levers ,  and
br ing the f ront  and rear  f rames to  the lowest  pos i t ion by
turn ing the r ise and fa l l  knobs.  Relock the levers .

2 .  Unfasten the la tera l  sh i f t  and swing lock ing levers .  Move the
f ront  and rear  s tandards to  the hor izonta l  pos i t ion.  Latera l
sh i f t  and swing pos i t ions are a t  zero when the detents  are
engaged.  Lock the levers .

3 .  Unfasten the t i l t  lock knobs,  and set  the f ront  and rear
s tandards to  the ver t ica l  zero pos i t ion.  The ver t ica l  t i l t  pos i -
t ions are a t  zero when the detents  are engaged.  Lock the t i l t
knobs .

4.  The sp i r i t  leve ls  on the rear  s tandard wi l l  te l l  you when the en-
t i re  camera is  leve l .
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The Reference Scales
Packaged with your Omega View is a set of self  adhesive
reference scales for the front and rear standards. These scales
ind icate  the amount  o f  t i l t  and la tera l  sh i f t .  Before apply ing the
scales, be certain that the camera is in the neutral posit ion.
Fo l low the ins t ruct ions suppl ied wi th  the re ference sca les.

Basic Operating Procedure
1.  l t  is  usual ly  best  to  pos i t ion the f ront  and rear  s tandards so the

t r ipod mount ing b lock is  centered between them. Th is  assures
even weight  d is t r ibut ion
and  max imum s tab i l i t y
on  t he  t r i pod .  When
using shor t  foca l  length
lenses.  move the f ront
standard to i ts forward
most  pos i t ion to  prevent
t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  t he
monora i l  pro t rud ing in to
the  p i c tu re .

2 .  Open the lens and set
the d iaphragm to  i ts
maximum aper ture for
v i ew ing  and  f ocus ing .

3.  The camera back can be changed f rom ver t ica l  to  hor izonta l  to
f i t  t he  compos i t i on  you
choose .  S imp l y  push  t he
top  s l i de  l ock  up ,  and  t he
bo t tom s l i de  l ock  down .
Remove the back and
pos i t ion i t  as  needed.
Push  t he  s l i de  l ocks  i n to
the  l ocked  pos i t i on .

NOTE:
Always ho ld  the back wi th
one  hand  wh i l e  engag ing  o r
un fas ten ing  t he  s l i de  l ocks
to prevent the back from
f a l l i n g .

4 .  The Omega 45F wi l l  accommodate a  wide angle  be l lows
s imply  by un lock ing both the top and bot tom bel lows s l ide
locks on the front and rear standards. Remove the standard
bel lows and at tach the wide angle  be l lows,  then re lock a l l  s l ide
locks.

5 .  P lace a focus ing c lo th ,  focus ing hood,  re f lex  mi r ror  hood or
magni fy ing hood on the back of  the Omega View to  fac i l i ta te
v iewing and focus ing.

6 . Unlock the rear  s tandard
fast  focus ing lock ing
lever ,  and s l ide the rear
standard forward or
backward on the mono-
ra i l  unt i l  the sub ject
comes in to  focus.  l t  may
also be necessary to
move the front standard
forward. Relock the fast
focus lock ing lever  when
the image appears  sharp.

For  cr i t ica l  focus ing,
loosen the microfocus
lock ing lever  and turn
the  m ic ro  f ocus ing  knob .
The rack and p in ion
mechanism a l lows for
ext remely  prec ise focus
con t ro l .

8. The revolving back is standard on the 45F, optional on the 45E,
and wi l l  ro ta tea fu l l  360 ' .  Release the brake lever ,  pos i t ion the
back in  any ver t ica l ,  hor izonta l  or  in termediate  pos i t ion,  and
then secure the brake lever to lock the back in place. Fi lm
holders can be easi ly inserted simply by l i f t ing the bai l  release.

9.  Af ter  composing and focus ing,  c lose the lens;  set  the requi red
f  number  and shut ter  speed;  cock the shut ter .

10.  Inser t  a  sheet  f  i lm ho lder
which has been loaded
w i th  t he  f i lm  o f  you r
choice.  To inser t  the f  i lm
ho lde r ,  pu l l  t he  t op  o f
the ground g lass f rame
backward and s l ide the
holder  in to  pos i t ion.

11 .  Remove  the  da rk  s l i de
f rom the  f i lm  ho lde r .

12 .  Expose  t he  f i lm  us ing  a
cable  re lease to  t r ip  the
shut ter .  For  more con-
venient cable release
handl ing,  and to  prevent
s t ra in  on the cable ,  the
cable release adapter
can be used.

13.  Replace the dark  s l ide,  and remove the f i lm ho lder  f rom the
camera. The f i lm is ready for processing.

7.

t
I



Camera Movements
When  you r  Omega  V iew  i s  i n  t he  neu t ra l  pos i t i on ,  i t  f unc t i ons
in  t he  same  manne r  as  an  SLR o r  o the r  " r i g i d "  camera .  Tak ing
advantage of  the camera 's  movements  is  the key to  creat ive f  ree-
dom th rough  the  con t ro l  o f  d i s to r t i on ,  sha rpness  and  dep th  o f
f ie ld .  The versat i l i ty  o f  the Omega View is  character ized by the
ab i l i t y  t o  move  i t s  ma jo r  componen ts  ve r t i ca l l y ,  ho r i zon ta l l y  and
la te ra l l y .  These  movemen ts  a re  ca l l ed  t i l t s ,  sw ings ,  l a te ra l  sh i f t s ,
r i s i ng  back  and  r i s i ng  f r on t .

Vertical Distortion
Starting Camera Position

to  cor rect  d is tor t ion.  T i l t  f ront  to
Use the sp i r i t  leve ls  to  accurate ly

Using camera movements  is  easy to  learn.  Just  remember  these
fou r  bas i c  r u l es :

Sw ing ing  o r  t i l t i ng  t he  camera  back  con t ro l s  d i s to r t i on  and
dep th  o f  f i e l d .

Sw ing ing  o r  t i l t i ng  t he  camera  f r on t  con t ro l s  sha rpness  and
dep th  o f  f  i e l d .

3 .  Sw ing ing  and /o r  t i l t i ng  t he  camera  f r on t  and  back  i n  com-
b ina t i on  con t ro l s  d i s to r t i on ,  sha rpness  and  dep th  o f  f  i e l d .

4 .  The  l a te ra l  sh i f t s ,  r i s i ng  f r on t  and  r i s i ng  back  con t ro l  image
pos i t i on ing  f o r  imp roved  compos i t i on .

Corrected Photograph

1 .

2 .

;I
It

l

Solutlon: Ti l t  back to vert ical
vert ical to correct sharpness.
br ing the back to  ver t ica l .

,l
i l

Prob lem:  Conve rg ing  ve r t i ca l  l i nes
,
I
I
I
I
I

I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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Horizontal Distortion
Start ing Camera Posit ion
Camera Neutral

Solut lon: Swing back to correct distort ion. Swing front to correct
sharpness

Problem:  Gonverg ing Hor izonta l  L ines

Corrected Photograph



Horizontal lmage Position

Start ing Camera Posit ion
Camera Neutral (Front View)

Solut lon: Lateral Shift
Shift  front and/or back lateral ly for desired correction.

Prob lem:  Poor  composi t ion
Reposi t ion lmage

Corrected Photograph
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Vertical lmage Position

Start ing Camera Posit ion
Camera Neutral

Solu t ion:  R is ing f ront  and back
Raise f ront  and/or  back ver t ica l ly  for  des i red cor rect ion.

Prob lem:  Poor  Composi t ion
Repos i t i on  lmage

Corrected Photograph



Depth of Field
Depth o f  f  ie ld  can be cont ro l led wi th  the lens aper ture,  but  may be
increased cons iderab ly  by us ing camera movements .

Start ing Camera Posit ion

Solut ion: Ti l t  front forward to increase depth of f ield

can also be used separately or with the
f ie ld .  Swings can be used in  the same
for  insuf f ic ient  depth o f  f ie ld  on the

Corrected

These are the most  commonly  used camera movements  and
appl icat ions.  A l l  o f  these movements  can be used separate ly  or
in  combinat ion to  ach ieve the des i red cor rect ion.  For  more
technica l  in format ion,  you may want  to  consul t  some of  the
excel lent  books on large format  photography which are ava i lab le
f rom your  camera dealer .

il
t
il,

NOTE: The camera back
front to control depth of
manner  to  compensate
hor izonta l  p lane.

1 0

Problem:  Insuf f  ic ient  Depth o f  F ie ld

Photograph
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Omega View 45E and 45F Accessories
6x9cm Magnifying Hood
The 6x9cm magni fy inQ-
hood is  des igned spec i f i -
ca l l y  f o r  t he  Qu i ck  Ro l l
S l i de r  and  f unc t i ons  i n  t he
same way as the 4"x5"
magn i f y i ng  hood .

4"x5" and 6x9cm Focusing Hoods
These hoods are designed
p r imar i l y  f o r  use  i n  t he  f  i e l d ,
the 4"x5"  for  the s tandard
Omega View back and the
6x9cm for  the Quick Rol l
S l i de r .  When  no t  i n  use ,
both hoods fo ld  f la t  aga inst
the camera back and need
not  be removed whi le  the
camera is  be ing carr ied.
When c losed.  the hood wi l

Collapsible Lens Hood
Because v iew camera lenses vary  in  f ront  d iameter ,  i t  i s  some-
t imes  d i f f  i cu l t  t o  f  i nd  app rop r i a te  sc rew  on  o r  s l i p  on  l ens  shades .
The  co l l aps ib l e  l ens  hood
can be used wi th  near ly  a l l
lenses f rom shor t  to  long
foca l  length.  l t  a t taches
convenient ly  to  the camera
by screwing the bracket  in to
the  moun t i ng  socke t  on  t he
f ront  s tandard.  The co l lap-
s i b l e  l ens  hood  i s  h i nged  so
tha t  i t  w i l l  sw ing  upward
prov id ing easy access to
shut ter  and aper ture con-
t r o l s .

Revolving Back Standard On 45F, Optlonalon 45E
The revo lv ing back ro ta tes a
changed f rom hor izonta l  to
ver t ica l  w i tout  removing the
back f rom the camera.  The
rota t ing feature is  a lso he lp-
f  u l  f o r  a l i gn ing  t he  image  o r
chang ing  t he  image  pos i -
t i on  on  t he  g round  g lass .
The  ba i l  r e l ease  s imp l i f i es
i nse r t i on  o f  f  i lm  ho lde rs
and opens the back wide
enough .  to  accept  the
Polaro id tm Land Pack F i lm
Holder  Model  405.

fu l l  360"  so that  the image can be

Quick Roll Sliders
Us ing  one  o f  t he  Qu i ck  Ro l l  S l i de rs  qu i ck l y  conve r t s  t he  Omegq .
V iew  to  Qxgcm o r  6x7cm ro l l  f  i lm  f o rma ts  w i t h  t he  use  o f  Mamiy f
or  Graf  le ' i  120 ro l l  f  i lm backs (not  inc luded) .  The Quick Rot t  St id-er
features a  ground g lass f resnel  focus ing screen that  s l ides in to
pos i t i on  f o r  f ocus ing  and  compos ing .  A f t e r  f ocus ing ,  t he  Qu i ck
Ro l l  S l i de r  sh i f t s  t o  t he
exposu re  pos i t i on  mak ing  i t
unnecessary to remove
e i t he r  t he  g round  g lass  o r
ro l l  f i lm  back  du r i ng  t he
focus ing or  exposure pro-
cedu re .  The  Qu i ck  Ro l l  S l i d -
er  has a bu i l t - in  cam
operated darksl ide to pre-
vent  acc identa l  exposure or
l i gh t  l eaks  when  i n  t he
focus ing  pos i t i on .

4"x5" Magnifying Hood
The  4 "x5 "  magn i f y i ng  hood
e l im ina tes  t he  need  fo r  a
focus ing  c l o th .  The  bu i l t - i n
magn i f  i e r  p rov ides  f o r  qu i ck
p rec i se  f ocus ing  and  v i ew-
i ng  o f  t he  g round  g lass .  The
m a g n i f y i n g  h o o d  w i l l  s w i n g
away f rom the back of  the
camera for  convenient  ac-
cess  t o  t he  g round  g lass
su r f  ace.

I  a lso protect  the grounc l  g lass.

4"x5" Reflex Mirror Hood
The most  usefu l  focus ing
and v iewing accessory  is
the Ref lex  Mi r ror  hood.  l t
has  a  bu i l t - i n  magn i f  i e r  t ha t
pe rm i t s  v i ew ing  w i t h  bo th
eyes in  the hor izonta l  and
ver t ica l  ground g lass pos i -
t i ons .  And ,  mos t  impo r tan t ,
the Ref  lex  Mi r ror  Hood
inver ts  the ground g lass
image so that  the sub ject  is
seen r ight -s ide-up for  ease of

Adapter Lensboards
For those photographers who have purchased an Omega View
and a lso own a 4"x5"  Calumet l 'Speed Graphic l "or  L inhof  'u

Technica camera, the adapter lensboards make i t  possible to
change lenses from one of these cameras to the Omega View
wi thout  removing the lenses f rom the i r  present  lensboards.
Standard f lat lensboards for normal and long focal length lenses,
and recessed lensboards for wide angle lenses are avai lable.

250mm Monorail
The shor t  250mm monora i l  is  des igned for  use in  wide angle
photography as an addi t iona l  convenience when us ing wide
angle  or  shor t  foca l  length lenses.  l t  f  i ts  the Omega View 45E wi th
a s tandard be l lows and the 45F wi th  e i ther  the s tandard or
opt iona l  w ide angle  be l lows.  Featur ing an e levated r ib  for  greater
s tab i l i ty  and ca l ibra ted in  10mm increment  marks,  i t  permi ts
greater  than 1:1  magni f icat ion when used wi th  a  90mm lens.

Wide Angle Bellows for 45F
The opt iona l  w ide angle  be l lows is  an idea l  a id  for  w ide angle
photography.  The f lex ib le  const ruct ion a l lows maximum camera
movements  a t  min imum bel lows extens ion,  when us ing wide
angle or short focal length lenses. Designed to be on the Omega
View 45F and Toyo View cameras.

Carrying Case
The s turdy car ry ing case is  des igned to  ho ld  the complete ly
assembled camera,  and has two addi t iona l  compar tments  for
lenses and accessories.

compos i t i on  and  f ocus ing .

For a complete l isting of accessories see your Omega View/Toyo Dealer. 1 1
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Always  br ing  the  swings ,  t i l t s  and la te ra l  sh i f t  to  the  zero
pos i t ions  be fore  compos ing ,  focus ing  and mak ing  camera
movemenlS.

Keep your  v iew camera  c lean and d  us t  f  ree .  Wipe the  ex ter io r
sur taces  w i th  a  c lean l in t  f  ree  c lo th .  Occas iona l l y ,  c lean the
ins ide  o f  the  camera  us ing  a  vacuum c leaner  w i th  a  c rev ice
tool attached to the hose. Remove the lensboard and camera
back  be fore  vacuuming.

Sheet  f i lm ho lders  must  be  c leaned regu la r ly .  Vacuum or
dus t  thorough ly  be fore  load ing .

l f  you  are  us ing  a  focus ing  c lo th  ins tead o f  a  magn i fy ing  or
focus ing  hood,  the  c lo th  shou ld  be  made o f  heavy  b lack
mater ia l  and la rge  enough to  be  used comfor tab ly  (approx i -
mate ly  4 'x4 ' ) .  When work ing  ou tdoors  on  ho t  sunny  days ,  a
focus ing  c lo th  w i th  b lack  mater ia l  on  one s ide  and wh i te  on
the  o ther  s ide  is  idea l .  Use the  wh i te  s ide  on  top  so  i t  w i l l  re -
f  lec t  some o f  the  heat  f  rom the  sun.

Don ' t  sub jec t  your  f i lm ho lders  to  heat  o r  in tense l igh t  fo r
long per iods  o f  t ime.

Always use a cable release when tr ipping a view camera
shut te r .  A  long f lex ib le  cab le  re lease works  we l l  because i t
w i l l  no t  t ransmi t  the  movement  o f  your  hand to  the  camera
dur ing  long exposures .

A sturdy tr ipod is necessary to avoid camera shake.

Wai t  severa l  seconds a f te r  remov ing  the  dark  s l ide  and cock-
ing  the  shut te r  be fore  mak ing  the  exposure .  Th is  w i l l  he lp
orevent  camera  shake wh ich  can cause lack  o f  sharpness  in
your  photographs .

A smal l  ang le  f inder  tha t  can  be  purchased a t  any  hardware
s tore  is  an  exce l len t  a id  fo r  cor rec t ing  converg ing  ver t i ca l
l ines .  A f te r  t i l t i ng  the  camera  back ,  use  the  ang le  f inder  to
make certain the lensboard is paral lel to the back.

Close up photography: As you movecloserto the subiect, the
lens- to - f i lm d is tance increases ,  and the  amount  o f  l igh t  fa l l -
ing  on  the  f i lm decreases .  When you work  a t  c loser  than
normal lens{o-subject distances there must be exposure
compensat ion  fo r  the  added be l lows ex tens ion .  The fo l low-
ing  fo rmula  fo r  f ind ing  the  "e f fec t i ve  aper tu re"  i s  a  con-
ven ien t  one fo r  de termin ing  the  add i t iona l  exposure  requ i red . .

a .  Measure  the  length  o f  the  be l lows ex tens ion  f rom the
center  o f  the  shut te r  to  the  ground g lass .

b .  Use a  l igh t  meter  to  de termine exposure  ( ind ica ted  f  / s top
and shut te r  speed) .

c. Effect ive aperture =

Example :  l igh t  meter  reads  f /16  ( ind ica ted  f /s top)  a t
1 / 1251h Second.
Be l lows ex tens ion  is  16"

Lens foca l  leng th  =  2 ' l0mm (approx imate lyS" )

1_6"._x f/.19 - 'f /32 (effective aperture)
8"

Th is  means tha t  the  ind ica ted  f /s top  has  a  t rue  va lue  o f
t /32 .  ln  o rder  to  ach ieve  proper  exposure ,  we must  open
the  lens  2  f  / s tops  or  make the  equ iva len t  change in  the
shut te r  speed.  In  th is  example ,  we cou ld  open the  lens  to
f /8  o r  inc rease the  shut te r  speed to  ' l l 30  second.

6 .

10 .
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There are several calculators for computing close-up ex-
posures  ava i lab le  f rom your  photo  dea le r .  When mak ing

.  c lose-up photographs  i t  may be  necessary  to  focus  w i th  the
rear  focus ing  cont ro ls ,  o r  s l ide  the  monora i l  fo rward  or
backward  th rough the  t r ipod  mount ing  b lock  to  ob ta in
sharpness  and main ta in  the  des i red  magn i f  i ca t ion .

11 .  A  smal l  24"  Iape measure  is  he lp f  u l  fo r  de termin ing  be l lows
extens ion .

12 .  F i l te rs  and adapter  r ings  fo rv iew camera  lenses  can be  ob-
ta ined f rom your  photo  dea le r .  l f  the  f ron t  d iameter  o f  your
lens  is  ex t remely  la rge ,  smal le r  f  i l te rs  can be  a t tached to  the
rear  o f  the  lens .  When us ing  f  i l te rs ,  a lways  focus  the  camera
wi th  the  f  i l te r  in  p lace  fo r  op t imum sharpness .

13 .  A lways  inser t  and remove f  i lm ho lders  care fu l l y  to  p revent
the  camera  back  f  rom snapp ing  aga ins t  the  f rame and break-
ing  the  ground g lass .

14 .  A  lupe or  g round g lass  magn i f ie r  i s  very  he lp fu l  fo r  c r i t i ca l
focus ing  when us ing  a  focus ing  c lo th  o r  non-magn i fy ing
focus ing  hood.

Choosing View Camera Lenses
The te rm "normal  lens"  app l ies  to  a l l  cameras  and fo rmats ,  and
s imply  means tha t  the  lens  is  ne i ther  w ide-ang le  nor  te lephoto ,
bu t  has  a  "normal  ang le  o f  v iew. "  The usua l  way  o f  de termin ing
the  normal  foca l  leng th  fo r  a  g iven fo rmat  i s  to  measure  the
d iagona l  o f  the  negat ive .

The d iagona l  o f  a  4"x5"  negat ive  is  162mm (approx imate ly  6%") .
So i t  wou ld  seem tha t  a  normal  lens  fo r  your  4"x5"  camera  wou ld
be approx imate ly  165mm in  foca l  leng th .  However ,  there  is  one
impor tan t  fac t  to  remember :  most  150-165mm lenses  (except
w ide  f  ie ld  lenses)  do  no t  p roduce a  la rge  enough c i rc le  o f  usab le
i l luminat ion  to  permi t  the  use  o f  max imum camera  movements
wi thout  v ignet t ing .  Fur ther ,  a  lens  o f  tha t  foca l  leng th  i s  too  shor t
fo r  por t ra i tu re  and genera l  s t i l l  l i fe  app l i ca t ions  because i t  tends
to foreshorten facial features and exaggerate perspective. For
these reasons ,  i t  i s  bes t  to  use  a  longer  foca l  leng th  lens  fo r
"genera l  purpose"  v iew camera  photography .

An exce l len t  genera l  purpose foca l  leng th  fo r  the  Omega V iew is
21Omm. because i t  w i l l  a l low comole te  camera  movements  and
can be  used fo r  most  por t ra i t ,  commerc ia l  and s t i l l  l i fe  app l i -
ca t ions .  The normal  be l lows draw o f  the  Omega V iew wi l l  a lso
permi t  magn i f  i ca t ions  up  to  1 :1  mak ing  c lose-up photographs
p o s s i b l e  w i t h  t h e  2 1 0 m m  f o c a l  l e n g t h .

A basic guide to 4"x5" view camera focal lengths:

Genera l  Purpose:  180mm,  210mm,  241mm

Portraiture: 24Omm, 254mm, 300mm

Product  &  St i l l  ' L i fe :  210mm.  24Cmm. 300mm

Architectural Interiors,
Ex ter io rs  &  Wide Ang le :  90mm,  75mm,  65mm

Short Focal Length
Semi  Wide Ang le :  150mm,  135mm

1 3
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Whiil Choosing a View Camera Lens Remember:
1 .  Longe r  f oca l  l eng th  l enses  requ i re  more  be l l ows  ex tens ion  t o

f  ocus  t han  sho r te r  f oca l  l eng th  l enses .  You  w i l l  need  a  be l l ows
ex tens ion  t he  same  as  t he  f oca l  l eng th  o f  t he  l ens  t o  f ocus  a t
i n f  i n i t y  ( excep t i on :  t e l epho to  f o rmu la  l enses ) .

2 .  The  l ens  shou ld  p roduce  a  l a rge  enough  c i r c l e  o f  usab le
i l luminat ion to  permi t  camera movements .  (Except ions:  ex-
t r eme  w ide  ang le  l enses :  65mm,  75mm) .  l f  camera  movemen ts
a re  no t  necessa ry ,  t he  c i r c l e  o f  usab le  i l l um ina t i on  can  be
sma l l e r ,  bu t  shou ld  f u l l y  cove r  t he  nega t i ve  a rea .

3.  The choice o f  foca l  length is  large ly  a  mat ter  o f  personal  pre-
ference.  One photographer  may prefer  a  210mm lens for  a
por t ra i t ,  another  photographer  may use a 300mm lens for  the
same  k ind  o f  pho tog raph .

4 .  The  cho i ce  o f  f oca l  l eng th  can  be  de te rm ined  by  t he  des i red
photographic  e f fec t .  For  ins tance,  there is  no law that  says
w ide  ang le  l ens  mus t  be  used  f o r  a r ch i t ec tu re  on l y .  Ex -
ce l l en t  s t i l l  l i f e  pho tog raphs  can  be  made  w i t h  sho r t  f oca l
l eng th  l enses  t o  f o r ce  pe rspec t i ve  and  g i ve  t he  i l l u s i on  o f  ex -
t r eme  dep th .

5 .  Each lens you own should  be mounted on an appropr ia te  lens-
board.  Normal  and long foca l  length lenses should  be
mounted on the s tandard lensboard.  Wide angle  lenses should
be mounted on recessed lensboards to  a l low convenient
focus ing and camera movement .

Specifications
Format :  4"x5"  accepts  s tandard sheet  f  i lm ho lders ,  Po lar iod ' "

back,  f i lm packs and Grafmat ic  back.

Addi t iona l  Formats :  6x7cm and 6x9cm us ing Graf le i lo r  Mamiy ' I
Ro l l  F i lm  Backs  w i t h  Accesso ry  Qu i ck  Ro l l  S l i de rs .

Camera Movements (Front and Rear)
T i l ts  .  +  30"
Swings 7 20'
Rise .  90m (3.5" )
La te ra l sh i t t  .  +32mm(1 .3 " )
Revolving Back [45F only] .  .360'

Dimensions:
Length Overal l  474mm (18.7")
Height  Overa l l  330mm (13")
Width Overa l l  280mm (1 1" )
Maximum Extens ion 452mm (17.8" )
Min imum Extens ion 86mm (3.4" )
Min imum Extens ion wi th
Recessed  Lens  Boa rd .  .  .  .  41mm (1 .6 " )
Monora i l  D iameter  39mm (1.5" )
We igh t  4  kg .  ( 8 .8 l bs . )
Lensboard S ize .  158mmx158mm (6.3"x6.3" )

Spec i f i ca t ions  sub iec t  to  change w i thout  no t ice

Omega View /Toyo Division
BERKEY MARKETING COMPANI ES
25'20 Brooklyn-0ueens Expwy. West,Woodside, NY 11377 t 12121932'4040'1011 Chestnut Street. Burbank. California 91506 r (213) 843-1883H4 3 9 0 V 5 7 8
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Whii l  Choosing a View Camera Lens Remember:
1 . Longer  foca l  leng th  lenses  requ i re  more  be l lows ex tens ion  to

focus  than shor te r  foca l  leng th  lenses .  You w i l l  need a  be l lows
extens ion  the  same as  the  foca l  leng th  o f  the  lens  to  focus  a t
in f  in i t y  (except ion :  te lephoto  fo rmula  lenses) .

The lens  shou ld  p roduce a  la rge  enough c i rc le  o f  usab le
i l luminat ion  to  permi t  camera  movements .  (Except ions :  ex-
t reme wide  ang le  lenses :  65m m,  75mm).  l f  camera  movements
are  no t  necessary ,  the  c i rc le  o f  usab le  i l l umina t ion  can be
smal le r ,  bu t  shou ld  f  u l l y  cover  the  negat ive  area .

The cho ice  o f  foca l  leng th  i s  la rge ly  a  mat te r  o f  persona l  p re-
fe rence.  One photographer  may pre{er  a  210mm lens  fo r  a
por t ra i t ,  another  photographer  may use a  300mm lens  fo r  the
same k ind  o f  photograph.

The cho ice  o f  foca l  leng th  can be  de termined by  the  des i red
photograph ic  e f fec t .  For  ins tance,  there  is  no  law tha t  says
wide  ang le  lens  must  be  used fo r  a rch i tec tu re  on ly .  Ex-
ce l len t  s t i l l  l i fe  photographs  can be  made w i th  shor t  foca l
length  lenses  to  fo rce  perspec t ive  and g ive  the  i l l us ion  o f  ex-
t reme depth .

Each lens  you own shou ld  be  mounted on  an  appropr ia te  lens-
board .  Normal  and long foca l  leng th  lenses  shou ld  be
mounted o  n  the  s tandard  lensboard .  Wide ang le  lenses  shou ld
be mounted on  recessed lensboards  to  a l low conven ien t
focus ing  and camera  movement .

Specif ications
Format: 4"x5"accepts standard sheet f  i lm holders, Polai iod'"

back ,  f i lm packs  and Gra f  mat ic  back .

Addit ional Formats: 6x7cm and 6x9cm using Graf lei lor Mamiy'J
Ro l l  F i lm Backs  w i th  Accessory  Qu ick  Ro l l  S l iders .

Camera Movements (Front and Rear)
T i l t s . . .  . . . . . . .  + 3 0 '
S w i n g s  . . . . . . . t 2 0 '
R i s e . . .  . . . 9 0 m ( 3 . 5 " )
La tera l  Sh i f t  .  .  132mm (1 .3" )
R e v o l v i n g  B a c k [ 4 5 F o n l y l  . . . . .  . . . 3 6 0 '

D imens ions :
Length Overal l  474mm (18.7")
H e i g h t O v e r a l l  . . . . .  . . . . 3 3 0 m m ( 1 3 " )
W i d t h O v e r a l l  . . . 2 8 0 m m ( 1 1 " )
Max imum Extens ion  .  -  452mm (17.8" )
M i n i m u m E x l e n s i o n  . . . . 8 6 m m ( 3 . 4 " )
Min imum Extens ion  w i th
Recessed Lens Board . .  .  41mm (1.6")
M o n o r a i l D i a m e t e r  . . . . . .  s s m m i t . S " )
Weigh t
LensboardSize  . .  .  158mmx158mm(6.3"x6 .3" )
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. Specifications subject to change without notice.
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