





Imagine, if you will, an existence where you pull one string and reality unravels. Travel to a
world of unique creations to explore alternate timelines, sentient beasts, bodies merged with
technology, and more. Please visit saga.art/stitchpunk for artwork images, videos,
exhibition schedule, and pricing information.
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Betty Busby

Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA

Hardware stores are some of my favorite places to go for
art supplies. This jolly barracuda is armed with brass fins
and teeth, and sports a big, hand-stitched smile.

Cotton, brass

Machine and hand stitched




Screw Fish
11 x26 x 2 inches | 28 x 66 x 5 cm | 2023
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Misty M. Cole

Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, USA

Gale Force, Pirate Captain of the zeppelin Tempus Fugit,
refuses to allow any image of herself to be circulated
except for a begoggled silhouette. Even Scotland Yard is
forced to use this image on their wanted posters.

Cotton, lace, rickrack, burlap, markers, acrylic paint, stencil, organza

Fusible appliqué, trapunto quilted, machine quilted, drawn,
stenciled, printed

N A

LA i

=, I |

<

i . ] 4 i
i v e

i .l': e ]



Tempus Fugit

44 x 34 inches | 112x 86 cm | 2012
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Shannon Conley
Moore, Oklahoma, USA

Not all technology-filled futures are dystopian. For this
piece | embraced solar punk—an optimistic vision of
the future where we use technology to generate clean
power from the sun, conquer pollution, and save the

planet. The neon-colored 80s kid inside me has hope for
a reforested future with humans happily living among
the trees, in harmony with natural ecosystems and
flourishing as part of the great biodiversity of Earth rather
than at its expense.

Recycled plastic containers, paint, fabric

Painted, machine quilted, hand stitched
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It's Always Sunny in the Future

38x26.5 inches | 96.5 x 67 cm | 2023



Kate Crossley
Kirkby in Ashfield, Nottingham, United Kingdom

SteamPunk meets StitchPunk meets the Greek goddess
Minerva. She was the daughter of Metis and Jupiter,

born when Vulcan used a hammer to split Jupiter’s head.
From the cleft, Minerva emerged: whole, adult, and in full
battle armor. Minerva is the goddess of crafts and textiles.

This piece is a steampunk homage to my mother and
grandmother, who were both always ready with a needle
or sewing machine for a last-minute dress emergency,
trouser turn ups, or even a torn, wet horse rug on
Christmas morning, mended at the dining table with a
pair of old denim jeans. Nothing could ever faze these
warrior stitch women. And | hope that in some small way
I live up to that warrior spirit.

Mannequin, clock, handmade EVA foam armor, handmade jewelry,
paper mask, altered cotton corset, calico fabric, recycled linen,
tubing, buckles, rivets, grommets, vintage sewing tools, found
objects, paint, wax, walnut ink

Hand and machine embroidered and quilted, hand dyed, painted




Minerva. StitchPunk Warrior
50 x 25 x 14 inches | 127 x63.5%x36cm | 2023
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Lana Dragon
Martinsburg, West Virginia, USA

l imagine the Gulf PunkPump & Popcorn Machine taking

a stately stance at the entrance of a futuristic car show.
Adults can admire and chat about the vintage-looking
gas pump with the low-cost fuel while kids marvel or
make popcorn. Of course, the popcorn machine offers
plain popcorn, but salt, butter, and spicy buttons can also
be selected. The goldfish supplies entertainment while
waiting for the popcorn. When the popcorn bin is full,
the handle can be cranked down to get the premium
popcorn and enjoy it. The machine is part of a PunkPump
series. | call them my “CartReals,” which are images that

are part cartoon and part realistic for all to reminisce.

Cotton, tulle, fabric dyes and pens, pencils

Digitally designed, printed, pieced, fused, machine embroidered,
painted, drawn, machine quilted
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Gulf PunkPump & Popcorn Machine

49 x 24 inches | 124.5x 61 cm | 2023
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Mel Dugosh

Hondo, Texas, USA

The Atompunk aesthetic can trace its origins to the atomic
laboratory in Los Alamos, New Mexico in the 1940s. From
the bomb created by nuclear scientists of the Manhattan
Project arose a bright yet bleak futuristic view that endured
until the 1960s. Atompunk art is notable for using cheerful
retro colors in an animated graphic style. It depicts
imagery associated with cherished, traditional suburban
values tarnished by flippant, sarcastic undertones of
anticipated nuclear holocaust.

Fabric, stabilizers, artist-designed templates

Edged turned hand appliqué, hand embroidered, pieced,
machine quilted

B

L1 Bl
"
su

—j—l-_l-l. o i

A e i) -




Atomic Trailer Punk
63 x 35inches | 160 x 89 cm | 2023
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Paula B. Entin

Fairview, North Carolina, USA

My quilt celebrates the makers in Steampunk. Steampunk
often portrays the era as gritty, dark, and filthy, but also
with makers who are experts at creating and repairing.
Imagine a garden that grows all the parts one needs,
continuously supplying gears to replace those that wear
down over time. Instead of the usual depictions of sooty
industrial neighborhoods, imagine colorful gardens at
each house, producing parts that would allow one to
invent new things, or extend the lifetime of the most
useful objects.

Wood resin gears, glass beads, leather, wool rug strips, cotton

Machine pieced, longarm quilted, machine appliquéd, bead
embroidered, hand sewn



Garden of Gears

66 x 54 inches | 168 x 137 cm | 2023

Photo by Tim Barnwell Photography

15



| |
l'-l'i'.l.." -

Linda Mackie Finley

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

The gentleman in the picture represents William Morris
of the Arts and Crafts Movement, and the artwork in the
bottom left is derived from one of Morris's wallpaper
designs. The theme is the ever-growing conflict between
the purposeful and “slow” work of the hand, and the
mass production and industrialization of the 19th and

20th centuries.

Cotton, metal embellishments

Hand stitched, hand embroidered, hand quilted, embellished




The Habituation of Mr. Morris
46 x 39 inches | 117 x99 cm | 2012
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MaryLynne Izzo
Shalimar, Florida, USA

My quilt is based on costumes | designed for the musical
Return to the Forbidden Planet. This sci-fi romp is based

on the 1950s movie Forbidden Planet, which is based on
Shakespeare's The Tempest. As we gathered around our TV
sets, we watched with terror as mankind ventured into
space to battle the unknown. The robot became a major
character, and ours is built out of coke cans and other
junk they brought with them. In the fifties, the idea of

alien civilizations had us imagining monsters and strange

e

-+‘
beings from other planets. The 1969 moon landing had ﬁg
us all watching to see if our fears would come true. Who 3'; A
g = knows as we head toward Mars. ‘Ei st
“» t it ™.
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. Cotton, velvet, vinyl, netting, cosplay costume fabric, beads, sequins,  § ;_i"' !: qﬁ
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f_‘.’ Machine, raw edge, and turned edge appliqué; machine quilted,
hand and machine embellished, drawn, painted :
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Escape From The Forbidden Planet
39x39.5inches | 99 x 100 cm | 2023
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Michelle Jackson
Sandia Park, New Mexico, USA

Female warrior armor in steampunk style. Female fashion
is so important, with beautiful color and metal studded
accents that are certain to impress while slaying an
imagined enemy.

Hand painted metal fabric, cotton, poly and silk fabrics, plastic
studs, heavy paper

Quilted, hand painted




Female Warrior Armour
24x17x9inches |61 x43x23 cm|2023
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Anne Jones
- S, Melbourne, Florida, USA

!

Butterflies that have evolved from watch parts try w
desperately to get nectar from metal and wood flowers
in a decaying garden under an acrid sky. Is this the past

_ [ or the future? b
1 T .
> i Cotton, fabric paint, metal and wood jewelry findings, glass beads,
;‘ . watch parts
;"'};.. Rust dyed, mono printed, painted, drawn, free motion quilted, pieced

22




Fears Watch
31.5x39inches |80 x 99 cm | 2023
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Clover L. Kemp

Bethesda, Maryland, USA

A dress form is a three-dimensional representation
of a woman'’s figure, minus the arms, from shoulders

to thighs. It is mounted on a stand and used for
fitting garments. | celebrated this tailoring device
with mechanics and ornamentation characteristic of
steampunk and sewing.

Cotton, organza, upholstery fabric, leather, faux leather piping,
Zipper, hooks and eyes, snaps, natural and dyed feathers, plastic
tape measure, beads

Pieced, appliquéd, quilted




Dressform Stitch Punk

69.5x 23 inches | 177 x 58 cm | 2023
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Kathy Knapp

Powell, Ohio, USA

| wanted to imagine an older Alice, magically transported
into a steampunk wonderland, with an edgy suit and
evening bag replacing her traditional apron dress. The
reverse features a Victorian era cameo-like window,
including the white hare with his clock and a geared heart.
Gears, metallic findings, and a deconstructed pendant
become the feminine floral motifs, creating movement.

Cotton, vintage ribbon, metallic beads, mechanical findings,
deconstructed and recycled jewelry, buttons, metallic closures,
upcycled denim skirt

Free motion quilted, crazy quilt pieced, hand beaded, manipulated,
fusible appliquéd



Steampunk Alice
35x23x 18inches |89 x 58 x 46 cm | 2023

Photo by William Knapp
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La Veda Longfellow

Maggie Valley, North Carolina, USA

In a future Punk Utopia, Artificial Intelligence has
permeated the very existence of certain members of

the animal kingdom. Al is sharing its “brain” with the
chosen animals. By combining forces, Al and the chosen
have gained control of social, political, and technological
concerns. They have become the caretakers of the earth.
In this piece, The Cardinale is imparting ideas to Herr
Hare...no verbal language is required. The stenciled areas
represent the transmission of thoughts between the two.

Vintage Kimono silk, cotton, fabric paint, fusible web, lace,
beaded trim

Painted, stenciled, fused, machine appliquéd, pieced, quilted
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Cardinale with Opera Gloves
58 x 61 inches | 147 x 155 cm | 2023

Photo by Perusi Design, Matthew Perusi

29



Lena Meszaros

Orsay, Essonne, France

The Mechanical Elephant is the symbol and biggest
attraction of the city of Nantes, France. Its size is
impressive: 12 meters high and 8 wide, weighing 50 tons.
An articulated machine of rare ingenuity, it is capable

of baring and waving its trunk, spraying the public, and
carrying 49 passengers on a short journey. It was inspired
by the imaginary machines of Nantes-born Jules Verne
and of Leonardo da Vinci, who left his mark on several

2.

chateaux along the Loire.

Cotton and synthetic fabrics, leather, imitation leather, plastic and

copper wires, metal foil

Fused, appliquéd, pieced, woven, embossed, free motion quilted



The Mechanical Elephant
30 x 37 inches | 76 x 94 cm | 2023

Photo by Flavia Raddavero
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Kestrel Michaud

West Melbourne, Florida, USA

In this alternate reality, Jason is the captain, but Rose runs
the ship! This quintessential Steampunk couple and their
mechanical pets sail the skies for the glory of queen and
country. These two characters are from my imaginary
Steampunk world, and they were two of the first people |

quilted from that fictional society.

Cotton, Mod Podge, fusible web

Fused raw edge appliqué, digitally painted, printed




Rose and Jason
52x53inches| 132x 135cm| 2019
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Karen lliman Miller

Corvallis, Oregon, USA

Although | originally titled this piece Steampunk, as |
learned more about the genre | realized | was dealing
with the work of a punk clockmaker: someone who uses
materials not common to ordinary clocks.

Cotton, acrylic paint, fiber-reactive dyes, metal washers

Pieced, printed, stamped, silkscreened, starch paste resist, soy wax
batiked, hand stitched, machine appliquéd, tied, machine quilted




The Clockmaker’s Toolbox
24 x24inches|61x61 cm | 2015
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Jeannie Palmer Moore

Kerrville, Texas, USA

Industrial era mashed with futuristic technology explains
the “workings” inside the Waddle of Penguins. Don't be
fooled by their regal tuxedo look—they can be feisty!

Botanical dyes, cotton and linen napkins, fusible

Raw edge appliquéd, botanically dyed, Thermofax screen printed,
long arm quilted
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A Waddle of Penguins

37x29inches |94 x 74 cm | 2023
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trish Morris-Plise
Nevada City, California, USA

Seahorses are very interesting creatures. The male
seahorse carries and delivers the baby seahorses.
Incorporating that fact into my piece, | created a
transparent belly that allows for a first-hand view of the
babies. With a bit of inspiration from Jules Verne, the
gears and mechanical aspects of the main seahorse,
Phineas, were a lot of fun to imagine and then translate.

Cotton, tulle, typewriter keys, hair clips, metallic fabric and vinyl,
buttons, beads, leather

Raw edge appliquéd, hand painted

38



Phineas

41 x36inches | 104 x 91 cm| 2019
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Kathy Nida

El Cajon, California, USA

In the future, one can imagine that all women (or those
who choose to be) will have pockets wherever they
want them. They can give birth to or incubate whatever
they might genetically desire. Cyber-engineering could
allow one to incorporate technology directly into the
body. Can't lose your phone if it's part of you. And | don't
know what woman doesn't need a few extra arms, in
any choice of colors. Part robot, part sentient, genetically
modified, still biological, still some version of female, but
definitely different and hopefully better. We adapt as

needed into what we want to be.

Cotton

Hand dyed, fused appliqué, machine stitched, machine quilted




Woman Version 3.0
72 x46inches | 183 x 117 cm| 2023

Photo by Gary Conaughton
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Lauryl Rose

Roseville, California, USA

In this work, the past of hand-sewn cozies and the future
of hoverboarding intersect. A blue-coral palette pays
homage to the Santa Cruz Screaming Hand, an icon

of male-dominated skateboard culture reinterpreted

as a feminist symbol. Other images parallel past and
future with decay and rebirth: the pre-birth dark; buried
broken hearts and bones bear new life; emerging wings
to elevate and roots to ground; dream-like mushrooms
recycle the past; the creative feminine takes action; the
artist'’s mind expresses itself; the soul elevates into the
heavens. In four decades, women who came of age in
the 80s will be great-grandmothers, applying their skills
and memories in new ways, still truly punk.

Cotton, pompom trim, button, studs, glass beads, drawstring

Hand stitched, beaded
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Great Grandma Rosie’s Hoverboard Cozy
37x9.5x6inches|94x24x 15cm | 2023
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Sue Sherman

Newmarket, Ontario, Canada

During a visit to the Falkland Islands, we saw the intrepid
rockhopper penguins hopping all the way up the cliff
from the sea to their nests. A playful voice in my head
thought the job might be a little easier with a jetpack.

The flying penguin thinks it's a treat, but one penguin
clearly disapproves!

Cotton, dye, fabric paint

Painted, thread painted




Rockethopper
54 x 54 inches | 137 x 137 cm | 2023
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Amanda Snavely

West Linn, Oregon, USA

| gave up friends, family, and the outside world to create
a future for my plants—my bio-engineered family.

The constant negative backlash over bioengineering
forced me into my safe place, my world inside Green
Lab. Along with my carnivorous babies, | grew,
changed, and thrived as the outside world destroyed
itself. My latest experiment—becoming a part of the
chain, both absorbing carbon and creating my own
form of oxygen—may be the only way to survive the
destruction. | look into the mirror and wonder if | will
ever leave or want to leave. | become more and more
like my babies every day. For now, we are safe inside
Green Lab. Thankfully, cockroaches survived the disaster.
Yum! Lunch!

Wire and mixed media armature, salvage army surplus, silk
organza

Ice dyed, assembled, hand stitched
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EcoSarra
16.5x22 x 20 inches | 42 x 56 x 51 cm | 2023
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Jennifer C. Solon
Perrysburg, Ohio, USA

Our increasing dependence on technology has

created a hyper-connected digital world where human
cognition merges with computational power. The
exponential growth of artificial intelligence has propelled
humanity into uncharted territories of knowledge and
understanding. Sophisticated algorithms now mimic the
neural networks within our brains. While this technology
can greatly enhance human capabilities, what are the
ethical implications of entrusting decision-making to
intelligent machines?

Cotton, printed and recycled paper, buttons, beads, metal washers,
springs, cording, wire, wool, paint, ink, vintage plugs, found objects

Mixed media assembled, beaded, needle felted, coil wrapped, hand
and machine stitched




Think

68x36 x 8inches | 173x 91 x 20 cm | 2023
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Linda Syverson Guild
Bethesda, Maryland, USA

Flying beasts have been in this world since prehistoric
times. If the world were to merge with technology, it
is possible that birds could learn to reproduce using a
technological bent as well.

Spoonflower print of altered artist’s photo, metal zippers, bias tape,
computer parts, assorted wires, plastic pull tabs, metal coffee filter,
glass beads

Photo sliced and pieced, shaped, collaged




Under the Thorn Bush
12x 12 inches | 30 x 30 cm | 2023

Photo by Mark L. Guild
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Laura Wasilowski
Elgin, Illinois, USA

In this world, a mechanical bird guards a garden of gear-
shaped flowers.

Silk
Hand dyed, fused appliqué, hand embroidered and quilted
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I'll Fly Away #6 Mechanical Bird

16.5x 12 inches | 42 x 30 cm | 2023
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Libby Williamson

Villa Park, California, USA

A flock of misfit birds, forced from their homes, bands
together and ventures out in search of a new land.
Assorted gadgets and machines are cobbled together
to form their convoy. A jerry-rigged sewing machine
propels the caravan forward, guided by the navigator/
scout and gallant leader. A nest, secured in the center of
the train, safeguards eggs, hatchlings, and an adolescent
rascal with a penchant for mischief.

Just as the flock is formed from orphans and outcasts,
the tree is a botanical wonder, combining species from
dozens of trees. And bringing up the rear, an elder with a
sharp eye straddles a travel iron, keeping watch for lone
birds to join the tribe.

Fabric, vintage components (sewing machine, iron, wooden spools,
Ccookie cutter, rulers, zippers, sewing notions), wood, hardware, wire
basket, clay, plaster, foam, paint, glue, electric fan

Free motion quilted, hand embroidered, metalwork, woodwork




Road Trip
42x 77 x 24 inches | 107 x 196 x 61 cm | 2023

Photo by Chris Gonzalez
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Ever since humans could dream about a future,
they have also imagined, “What if?" This question
is at the heart of StitchPunk. Steampunk asks,
“What if"you blend futuristic technology

with the steam-powered industrialism of

the Victorian era? Biopunk asks, “What if” the
world was rampant with bioengineering,
nanotechnology, and genetic engineering?
Atompunk asks, “What if” we lived in a retro-
futuristic world that blends the atomic age
with mid-century modern aesthetics? Anything
humans can imagine can be “punked,”and
central to it all is science fiction.

The artists in StitchPunk have interpreted
punk to tell their own distinctive stories using
fabric as their medium. Texture, stitching,
stuffing, and more add a depth that cannot be
conveyed through two-dimensional paintings
or photographs. Each piece reveals a different
"what if” question, transporting viewers to
alternate dimensions or strange universes where
history turned out differently. The dedication,
skill, and unique perspectives of these creators
form a rich tapestry of human expression.

I am deeply impressed by the creativity and
talent of the artists, whose works have shown the
extraordinary power of “stitch”to convey beauty,
meaning, and a deep sense of humanity. Through
this exhibition, they have shared their artistry,
stories, and passion with the world. StitchPunk
stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of
sewing and the boundless possibilities it holds
for artistic expression and social commentary.

— Cheryl Sleboda, 2023

Cheryl “Muppin” Sleboda is a national and award-winning
fiber artist and quilter. Cheryl is a recognized expert in
fabric manipulation and is the author of Smock It To Me:
The History and Technique of Canadian Smocking. She
has appeared over 25 times each on the It's Sew Easy and
Quilting Arts television programs. She also speaks and
teaches surface design and art quilting techniques.

Cheryl is the owner of Sew Much Cosplay®, a costume and
cosplay company dedicated to bringing costumers into

the larger sewing industry. Prior to going full time with

her company, Muppin Inc,, Cheryl was an executive at the
world's largest comic book and pop culture distributor, with
a career that spanned over 20 years. She has a deep love for
anything pop culture and draws inspiration from her love of
comics and movies for her artwork, quilts, and costumes.



Studio Art Quilt Associates, Inc. (SAQA) is an
international nonprofit organization whose mission
is to promote the art quilt, “a creative visual work
that is layered and stitched or that references this
form of stitched layered structure!

Founded in 1989, SAQA now has over 4,000
members worldwide: artists, teachers, collectors,
gallery owners, museum curators, and art

quilt enthusiasts.

SAQA is dedicated to bringing beautiful, thought-
provoking, cutting-edge artwork to venues across
the globe. With access to a museum-quality
exhibition program, SAQA members challenge the

boundaries of art and change perceptions about
contemporary fiber art. These exhibitions not
only give artists the opportunity to show their
work, but also expose the public to the variety
and complexity of the art quilt medium.

In addition, SAQA documents the art quilt
movement through exhibition catalogs. These
serve not only as preservation and educational
tools, but also as sources of inspiration and
beauty to be returned to again and again.

To learn more about SAQA and art quilts, visit
www.saqa.com.
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