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You've decided RV hosting makes sense for your property.
Now comes the practical part: actually setting it up.

This guide walks you through the development process,
from initial site preparation to welcoming your first guest.
You'll learn what investments matter, what you can skip,
and how to phase your development to match your budget
and timeline.

What's inside

✅ Site preparation and access requirements
✅ Real costs for utilities and amenities (with 2024-2025
pricing)
✅ Phased development approach (start small, scale
smart)
✅ Amenities that actually increase bookings
✅ Permitting and inspection requirements
✅ Timeline from empty land to first booking

This isn't about building a full RV park. It's about developing
1-5 sites on your existing property in a way that makes
financial sense. 

Platforms like Hookhub make this process even simpler by
handling the marketing, guest vetting, and payments — so
you can focus on building your space while we help fill it.

Introduction: 
Turning Potential into Reality

https://www.hookhub.co/


SITE ASSESSMENT AND
PREPARATION

Before You Spend a Dollar
Walk your property with these questions in mind.

Access Evaluation

RVs range from 20 to 45 feet long. Larger models need:
Minimum 12-foot-wide access roads
Turning radius of at least 40 feet
Clearance of 13-14 feet (watch for low branches, power
lines)
Stable ground (not muddy or prone to ruts)



Measuring Your Site

A standard RV site needs:

12 feet wide minimum (15-20 feet is better)
60-80 feet deep (accommodates most RVs plus tow
vehicle)
Additional space for picnic table, fire pit (if offering)

Site Selection Criteria

Look for areas that offer:

Relatively level ground (less than 5% grade is ideal)
Natural drainage (water flows away, not toward the
parking area)
Distance from septic drain fields or wells (check local
setback requirements)
Some privacy from your home or other structures
Scenic views or natural features (if available)

Ground Preparation Basics

Most sites need minimal prep:
Clear vegetation and debris
Level high spots (minor grading)
Add gravel or crushed rock base (4-6 inches) for stability
Compact the surface



DIY vs. Professional Grading

Small projects (under 500 sq ft): Often manageable with
rented equipment ($200-400)
Larger or sloped sites: Hire an excavator ($500-1,500
depending on complexity)
Once your site is prepped, you can list it on Hookhub for
free. The platform’s mapping and listing tools help RV
travelers find and book spaces like yours, even in rural or
less-known areas.

Timeline: 1-3 days for basic site prep



UTILITY INSTALLATION COSTS

What Hookups Actually Cost in 2024-2025

Based on current market data, here's what you can expect to
pay.

Electric Hookup

30-Amp Service (most common)
Professional installation: $1,200-$2,000 per site
Includes: Breaker, conduit, RV-rated outlet, weatherproof
pedestal
Distance matters: Add $8-15 per foot if running more than
100 feet from your main panel



Water Hookup

Basic Spigot
DIY: $30-100 (parts only)
Professional: $700-1,200
Includes: Frost-free spigot, underground line, backflow
preventer

Considerations
Potable vs. non-potable (if guests will drink it, ensure it's
safe)
Winterization in cold climates (frost-free spigots prevent
freezing)
Water pressure (RVs need 40-50 PSI)

Distance factor: Add $5-10 per foot for trenching and pipe
beyond 50 feet.

50-Amp Service (for larger RVs)
Professional installation: $1,500-$2,500 per site
Required for RVs over 35 feet or with multiple AC units
Higher nightly rates justify the extra cost in high-demand
areas

Important: Electrical work requires a licensed electrician in
most jurisdictions. Budget for permit fees ($50-200).



Sewer Hookup

This is the most expensive utility.

Direct Sewer Connection
Professional installation: $2,000-$5,000 per site
Requires: Trenching, proper slope (1/4 inch per foot),
cleanout access
Only feasible if municipal sewer or septic system is
nearby

RV Dump Station (shared by multiple sites)
Installation: $3,000-$8,000
Serves multiple RVs
Requires proper drainage and ventilation
More cost-effective for 3+ sites

Reality Check

Many successful hosts skip sewer entirely. Self-contained RVs
can go 3-7 days between dumps, and guests can use public
dump stations.

Total Utility Investment
Basic (electric only): $1,200-$2,000
Mid-tier (electric + water): $2,000-$3,500
Premium (electric + water + sewer): $4,500-$8,000+

Timeline: 1-2 weeks for utility installation (longer if permits
required). If you’re adding hookups to attract longer-term
tenants, Hookhub can help you find vetted renters who
appreciate reliable utilities and are looking for month-to-
month stays — reducing turnover and keeping occupancy
steady.



RV Park Income
Calculator

Before You Spend a Dime, Know What You Can Actually Earn

How much money can you actually make hosting RVs on your
land?

Too many landowners invest thousands based on hope, not
data. Then they're shocked when bookings don't cover costs.

Introducing the HookHub RV Park Income Calculator
Get realistic revenue projections before you invest a single

dollar.

No fluff. Just honest math based on real hosting data.

Try the RV Park Income Calculator for free here.

https://rv-park-income.hookhub.co/
https://rv-park-income.hookhub.co/
https://rv-park-income-calculator.hookhub.co/
https://rv-park-income.hookhub.co/


AMENITIES THAT MATTER

What Guests Actually Want

Not all amenities are created equal. Some increase bookings
significantly. Others are nice but don't move the needle.

High-Impact Amenities (Strong ROI)

Fire Pit or Fire Ring
Cost: $50-$300
Impact: Mentioned in 70%+ of positive reviews
Simple metal ring works fine; stone-built pits add appeal



Picnic Table
Cost: $150-$400
Impact: Expected by most guests
Weather-resistant models last longer

Shade Structure
Cost: $500-$3,000 (depending on size and type)
Impact: Critical in hot climates like Texas
Options: Shade sail, pergola, natural tree cover

Level Parking Pad
Cost: $200-$800 (gravel or crushed rock)
Impact: Prevents RV from rocking; improves guest
comfort
Concrete is overkill for most hosts ($2,000-$4,000)

WiFi Access

Cost: $50-$200 for extender equipment
Impact: Increasingly important for remote workers and
digital nomads
Advertise actual speeds (don't promise streaming if you
can't deliver)

Medium-Impact Amenities (Nice to Have)

Outdoor Lighting
Cost: $100-$500
Solar-powered path lights or motion-sensor floods
Helps guests navigate at night



Trash/Recycling Bins
Cost: $50-$150
Keeps site clean between guests

Pet Amenities (if pet-friendly)
Cost: $100-$300
Waste stations, tie-out posts, small fenced area
Over 60% of RVers travel with pets

Low-Impact Amenities (Skip Unless You Have Budget)

Outdoor shower: Rarely used unless near beach/lake

Full outdoor kitchen: Guests have kitchens in their RVs

Elaborate landscaping: Nice but doesn't increase bookings
much

Phased Amenity Approach

Phase 1 (First 5 bookings): Fire pit, picnic table, level pad

Phase 2 (After positive reviews): Add shade, WiFi
extender

Phase 3 (If demand justifies): Upgrade to 50-amp electric,
add dump station

Timeline: Amenities can be added gradually over 3-12
months



PERMITTING AND COMPLIANCE

Staying Legal

Requirements vary by location. Here's how to navigate the
process.

County and Municipal Regulations

What to check
Zoning classification (agricultural, residential, commercial)
Short-term rental or transient lodging rules
Occupancy limits
Setback requirements from property lines
Septic system capacity (if adding hookups)



Where to check
County clerk's office
Planning and zoning department
Building inspection department
Health department (for water and sewer)

Business License

Some jurisdictions classify RV hosting as a business
activity.

Check with your city or county
Cost: $50-$300 annually
May trigger sales tax collection requirements

HOA and Deed Restrictions

If your property has an HOA or deed restrictions:
Review governing documents carefully
Some explicitly prohibit commercial activity
Request written approval before investing in
development

Common Permit Requirements

Electrical Permit
Required in most areas for new electrical work
Cost: $50-$200
Inspector verifies safe installation



Insurance Updates

Contact your insurance agent before hosting.
Standard homeowner's policies don't cover guest-
related incidents
Options include commercial liability or agritourism
riders
Cost: $300-$800 annually for basic coverage
While traditional liability insurance is still
recommended, every booking through Hookhub
includes free Host Damage Protection, giving
landowners added peace of mind in case of accidental
damage.

Timeline: Permitting can take 2-8 weeks depending on
jurisdiction

Disclaimer

"Costs shown reflect basic liability coverage for 1-5 sites. Larger
operations or full campground insurance typically costs
$1,500-5,000+ annually. Consult a commercial insurance agent
familiar with RV hosting or agritourism."

Septic Permit (if adding sewer hookup)
Required if connecting to existing septic
May need capacity evaluation
Cost: $200-$500

Building Permit (for permanent structures)
Required for bathhouses, covered pavilions, etc.
Not usually required for simple RV pads
Cost: $100-$1,000 depending on project

https://www.hookhub.co/faq/host-coverage
https://www.hookhub.co/faq/host-coverage


Free Insurance
Guide Ebook

Your Property. Your Rules. Your Protection.

Hosting RV guests shouldn't keep you up at night worrying
about liability or damage.

This free guide walks you through exactly what your insurance
agent needs to hear—and reveals the $250K Host Damage

Protection that comes with every booking.

No jargon. No confusion. Just straight answers.

Download it here: [TBA - Page is in Progress]

Because your biggest asset deserves more than crossed fingers.

https://rv-park-income-calculator.hookhub.co/


COMMON DEVELOPMENT
MISTAKES

Learn from Others

Requirements vary by location. Here's how to navigate the
process.

Mistake #1: Over-Building Before Testing Demand

Installing $15,000 in full hookups before confirming guests will
book is risky.

Better approach: Start with electric only. Add water and sewer
after you've hosted 10-20 guests and confirmed demand.



Mistake #2: Ignoring Drainage

Water pooling around RV sites creates mud, mosquitoes, and
unhappy guests.

Better approach: Observe your property during heavy rain.
Grade sites so water flows away. Add French drains if needed.

Mistake #3: Underestimating Utility Distance

Running electric 300 feet from your main panel can cost
$3,000+ instead of $1,500.

Better approach: Choose sites closer to existing utilities.
Factor distance into your budget early.

Mistake #4: Skipping the Permit Process

One neighbor complaint can trigger inspections and fines.

Better approach: Spend the time upfront to verify
requirements and get proper permits.

Mistake #5: Cheap Materials That Don't Last

Untreated wood picnic tables rot within 2 years. Thin gravel
washes away.

Better approach: Buy weather-resistant materials. Spending
20% more upfront saves replacement costs.



Mistake #6: Poor Site Layout

Sites too close together reduce privacy. Sites facing each
other feel awkward.

Better approach: Space sites at least 30 feet apart. Angle
them to face views, not each other.

Mistake #7: No Test Run

Discovering access issues or utility problems when your first
guest arrives is stressful.

Better approach: Have a friend with an RV test your site
before going live. Identify problems early. 

Mistake #8: Another easy mistake: choosing the wrong
platform. 

Hookhub specializes in RV-specific hosting, ensuring you
attract reliable, respectful guests — not just campers looking
for a cheap spot.

https://www.hookhub.co/


MAXIMIZING YOUR
INVESTMENT

Smart Development Strategies

Start Small, Scale Smart
Don't develop all your sites at once.

Build 1 site, test demand for 2-3 months
Use revenue to fund site 2
Repeat the process
Using Hookhub as your hosting platform gives you a built-
in support system — free marketing, guest screening, and
protection while you focus on improving your property and
scaling at your own pace.

This approach reduces risk and lets you learn from guest
feedback.

https://www.hookhub.co/


Prioritize High-ROI Improvements

Based on booking data across platforms, these upgrades
pay back fastest:

1.30-amp electric (doubles your nightly rate)
2.Level, stable parking pad (mentioned in reviews

constantly)
3.Fire pit (low cost, high guest satisfaction)
4.Shade (critical in hot climates)
5.Water hookup (increases bookings by 30-40%)

Leverage Natural Features

Don't spend money creating what you already have.
Mature trees provide free shade
Natural views beat manufactured landscaping
Existing trails or ponds add value without cost

Consider Seasonal Development

If you're in a seasonal market, time your development
strategically.

Complete work during off-season when contractors are
available
Go live at the start of peak season
Avoid construction during your busiest booking months



Multi-Use Planning

Design sites that serve multiple purposes.
Event space during off-season
Storage for local RVers (monthly income)
Personal use for family gatherings

Reinvestment Strategy

Many successful hosts follow this pattern:
Months 1-3: Operate basic setup, collect reviews
Months 4-6: Add electric hookups from earnings
Months 7-12: Add water, shade structures, or second site
Year 2: Consider premium amenities or additional sites

GET YOUR FREE GUIDES
www.hookhub.co

Everything You Need to
Host with Confidence

Free guides that protect your property, maximize
your income, and help you avoid costly mistakes. 

Download what you need—when you need it.

https://www.hookhub.co/


 NEXT STEPS

Your Development Action Plan

Ready to move from planning to building? Here's your
roadmap.

Step 1: Finalize Your Site Plan
Walk your property and mark potential sites
Measure access routes and parking areas
Identify nearest utility connections
Take photos for reference



Step 2: Get Cost Estimates
Call 2-3 electricians for hookup quotes
Price gravel delivery from local suppliers
Budget for amenities (picnic tables, fire pits)
Add 15-20% buffer for unexpected costs

Step 3: Verify Regulations
Contact county planning department
Check HOA rules if applicable
Identify required permits
Call insurance agent about coverage

Step 4: Create Your Timeline
Factor in permit approval time
Schedule contractors for peak availability
Plan around weather (avoid rainy season for grading)
Set a realistic "go live" date

Step 5: Start Development
Begin with site prep and access
Install utilities (if including them)
Add basic amenities
Do a test run before listing

Step 6: Launch Your Listing
Take quality photos in good lighting
Write honest, detailed descriptions
Set competitive introductory pricing
Choose your hosting platform



Step 7: Learn and Improve
Read every guest review carefully
Ask for feedback on what would improve their stay
Track which amenities get mentioned most
Reinvest earnings into high-impact upgrades

Final Thoughts

Developing your property for RV hosting doesn't require a
massive upfront investment or months of construction. The
most successful hosts start simple, listen to guest feedback,
and improve gradually.

The key is matching your development to actual demand in
your area. A basic site in a high-demand location will
outperform a premium site where nobody wants to stay.
Start where you are. 

Build what makes sense. Let guest revenue guide your next
steps.

Ready to get started?

HookHub helps landowners turn their property into income-
generating RV sites. We provide the platform, insurance,
payment processing, and guest vetting so you can focus on
development and hosting.

Visit hookhub.com to create your free listing or learn more
about our host support services.

http://hookhub.com/

