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Minutes of the Cancer Support France-Languedoc AGM 

Held at 14h00 on Tuesday 4
th

 February 2025 

Salle de Fêtes, 34320 Margon  

 

Attendees: 

Chris Ayling, Lindsey Blake, Stan Blake, Joni Bluefield, John Brennan, Sue Collins, 

Judith Crowe, Maggie Dobson, Josephine Dolan-Dufourd, Sara Evans, John Gifford, 

Simone Gifford, Cat Hartley, Stephen Hartley, Margaret Haskins, Simon Heath, Patsy 

Howard-Knight, Philip Howard-Knight, Nick Howell-Jones, Leslie Jeffery, Trevor 

Jeffery, Jill Johanson, Alison Kane, Jackie Keefe, Tracy Keefe, Adrienne Kester, 

Kerry Lanfrey, Carole Lavergne, Kate Le Mestre, Graham Luck, Ann Maher, J 

Merson, Merson, Nick Mosienko, Lisa Munns, Pauline O’Shea, Jo Pearce, Karen 

Powell, Joy Powell, Christer Rasborn, Jeannine Rasborn, Duncan Smith, Ronnie 

Smith, Nick Speight, Andrew Swan, Maxine Tomashevsky, Juliette Triozon Thomas, 

Hannah Waters, Steve Waters 

 

Apologies: 

Sue Adams, Paula Dolan, Gwyneth Dunford, Jen Glayzer, Pam Kay,  Jan 

Richardson, David Steele 

 

1. The meeting was presided by Kate Le Mestre, the secretary and minute-taker of 

the meeting was Karen Powell. 

 

 

2. Minutes of the AGM of 6th February 2024 

Proposed:  Lindsey Blake    Seconded: Ann Maher 

VOTE 

Against: 0  Abstentions: 0  For: Unanimous 

Carried unanimously 
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3. President’s Report 

Membership: CSF- Languedoc now have 179 paid-up members, including 61 

Active Volunteers, of whom 15 are trained Active Listeners, 7 of these are fluent 

French speakers who assure hospital advocacy at medical consultations.  

Helpline: The  Helpline received 40 calls or emails during 2024, leading to 20 new 

clients assigned an Active Listener and 20 requests for information or punctual 

support. 

Client support: Our Active Listeners provided emotional, linguistic and/or practical 

support for 48 clients during the year. We are particularly involved in hospital 

advocacy for consultations at ICM (Institut du Cancer de Montpellier), the various  

CHU Montpellier University hospitals, the CH Béziers, the Polyclinique St Privat at 

Boujan-sur-Libron, ONCODOC in Béziers, the Clinique Champeau in Béziers and 

the Clinique Clementville in Montpellier. In addition, we have provided support for  

clients at other hospitals and clinics in Hérault (Clinique Pasteur in Pézenas and the 

Clinique Les Trois Vallées in Bédarieux). Further afield we have clients who are 

being treated in CH Narbonne, CH Perpignan and ONCOPOLE in Toulouse. 

New partnership conventions were established with CH Béziers and Oncodoc, 

the Béziers radiotherapy centre, to add to our existing conventions with CHU 

Montpellier and ICM (Institut du Cancer de Montpellier). 

 

Training : Ongoing training sessions for Active Listeners both on-line and face-to-

face, were led by Karen Powell.  Induction training has taken place online for new 

volunteers and an Initial Training Course for Active Listeners was undertaken jointly 

with CSF-Gascony with two volunteers from CSF-Languedoc attending. 

 

Social events : Monthly Drop-in days at the Hameau de Montplaisir in Béziers 

have continued throughout the year. We have an average of 30 participants each 

month, which includes both our clients and active listeners.  

The Art Group and the Writers’ Group have met regularly and exhibited some of 

their work at the meeting. 

Fund-raising events throughout the year included a concert given by the O’Sister’s 

choir and the annual Walk for Life in May, Hannah’s clothes sale in June and a 

Christmas Fair in December. 

The President’s report was put to the vote. 

Proposed:  Cat Hartley   Seconded:  Judith Crowe 

VOTE 

Against: 0  Abstentions: 0  For: Unanimous 

Carried unanimously 
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4. Activity Report 

The detailed 2024 Activity Report was made available to members for information. 

 

5. Financial Report 

The accounts for 2024 show a deficit of 2162 €, compared to a surplus of 1754 € in 

2023. The basic expenditure has been fairly stable for the last few years, between 

28000 € and 30000 €. Our income in 2024 was 27623 € (down by 8800 € from 

2023, when we received significant donations). We have been able to keep our 

administrative costs at a stable level, despite increased activities. 

 

We have decided to raise our membership fee to 15€ for 2025. This is the first rise 

of the membership fee since the association was founded, 15 years ago. 

 

Proposed:  Jackie Keefe     Seconded:  Josephine Dolan-Dufourd 

VOTE 

Against: 0  Abstentions: 0  For: Unanimous 

Carried unanimously 

 

6. Election of Bureau 

President: candidate Karen Powell 

Against: 0  Abstentions: 1  For: 71 

Carried 

 

Vote for Secretary (candidate Yvonne Winstanley) 

Against: 0  Abstentions: 0  For: 72 

Carried 

 

Vote for Treasurer (candidate Maggie Dobson) 

Against: 0  Abstentions: 1  For: 71 

Carried 

 

Meeting ended 14h45 

 


