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Benjamin Obler
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Re: ALL HAS BEEN LOST, ALL HAS BEEN WON
Dear Agents:

In 1997, novelist Charles Baxter asked “How can the temporary disavowal movement not affect
those of us who tell stories?” The disavowal movement is his term for the tendency of people in
power to shirk culpability, as exemplified on the grandest scale by Richard Nixon. Baxter’s question
was posed in the essay “Dysfunctional Narratives (or Mistakes Were Made),” and the answer was of
course that it does affect writers. It affects us greatly.

“What difference does it make to writers of stories if public figures are denying their
responsibility for their own actions? So what if they are, in effect, refusing to tell their
own stories accurately? So what if the president of the United states is making himself
out to be, of all things, a victim? Well, to make an obvious point, they create a climate in
which social narratives are designed to be deliberately incoherent and misleading. Such
narratives humiliate the act of storytelling...”

The disavowals of Nixon, the indirectness of GW Bush, the slipperiness of Bill Clinton—these all
pale in comparison to the endemic, titanic perfidy of President Trump.

The time is now to ask again how the rhetorical pitch of our nation’s leader trickles down into
literary art. My book A/ Has Been Lost, All Has Been Won, does just this. It is 65,000 words in length.
A hybrid, it could pass as autofiction, the fictional wrapper being a tale of a writer (named Ben, like
myself) taking a retreat to a remote island to make an intellectual inquiry; inside the wrapper are
essays, letters, meeting transcripts, anecdotes from classes taught, and passages of fiction that
evidence Trumpian tactics and Trumpian traits in the literary space.

In the end Ben discovers hope, because literary art can withstand such humiliation, and he leaves the
island, returning to his family in the U.S. renewed and bolstered in ways he never anticipated.

I am the author “The White Man’s Incredulity Furrows His Brow” a short story which must be
called radical in today’s climate, as it won the fiction prize with the journal Puerto Del So/ in 2015,
judged by Lydia Millet, despite featuring Black characters and being written by a White man. My
personal essays “The Mask of Deception” was an Editor’s Pick in 2016 at LongReads.com and led
to a follow-up with the London Times literary supplement despite addressing the taboo topic of
pornography addiction. My novel JAVASCOTIA was publishing with HamishHamilton, Penguin
UK, in 2009, and was seen as a critique of American capitalist expansion and cultural
homogenization, long before such topics became one of the only topics address in novels. I hold an
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MFA from Glasgow University (I'm American). Since 2013 I have taught fiction at Gotham Writers
Workshop in New York City.

Thank you very much for your consideration. If you’re interested in seeing the full MS of A/ Has
Been Lost, All Has Been Won, I'd be happy to provide it.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Obler
Olivebridge, NY

86 Brown Road, Olivebridge, NY | 763.244.0795 | benjaminobler.com



